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r. cee largely of the g and uſe of 
SJ this peece of ſpirituall armour , after ſo many 
learned and uſefull Treatiſes , upon this ſubject, may 
ſeeme ſuperfluous, eſpecially confidering that there is mucy 
ſpoken is ibis purpoſe , for thy ſatisfaction, in tbe inſuiy 
rune; wherets , bejdes the anfording of the nature. 
abu dutie , (which the SAINT S daily Excraale 
| aud ſtrong inforcement to it, there is an endearvour to gi 
ſauigfaction in the moſt incident caſes , want of clearing 
whereof is uſually an bindrance to the chearcfull,and ready 
thereof In all which, what bath beens done By 
this Reverend aud worthy man, wee had rather (bowl 
appeare in the Treatiſe it ſelſa, to thy indifferent indge 
ment, then to bee much in ſetting downe our owne of 
nian. This we doubt not of , 1hat , by reaſon of the 
ritnall , and concvincing manner of handling this Argh 
ment, it will winne acceptance with many, eſpecially 
dering, that it is of that nature, wherein, though much ban 
berne ſpoken, yet mach more may be ſaid with good reliſh #8 
| thoſe that have tall ſenſe : for it tn the moſi g 
ritnall action, wherein wee barve nearer communion” with 
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y dneſfe „and from thence moſt deiection of ſbirit 3 Which: 
|| 4/0 in theſe times, is moſt neceſſdvie „ Whereis, unleſſe we 
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N the handling of which, wee will doe theſe 
three things: : 7+ | 
| Firſt, we will her you what Prayer is. 
Secondly ,"why the Lord requires this at our 
hands; fora man might object, the Lord knows | 
- | my wants well enough, hee knowes my minde, 
and how Iam affeg ed? I, but yet the Lord will 
| have ls to prey; and to axe before he willbeſtow- 
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| ſpirits , and there is nothing but fleſh in them; 

Dach ptayers any naturall man may make to the 
Lord: And theſe the Lord not,he knowes 

not the meaning of them, that is, he doth not ac- 


—— are prayers that are the voyce 
of Gods owne Spirit, that is, ſuch as ariſe from the 
regenerate part that is within us, which is quick- 
ned and i to pray from the immediate 
helpe of the Holy Ghoſt; theſe prayers are onely 
accepted, and of theſe it is ſaid, He name the mea- 
ning of the Spirit that is, hee ſo knowes it, and ſees 
it, that alſo he accepts it. Therefore you ſhall ſee 
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earneſtly, yea, not only ſet 


4 for er 
But alſo called a ſolemne A bly — 


flembly , and kept a 
faſt, yet, ſaith the Lord plainely, Te did not call 
pon me whenpos bowled upon your beds , for (faith 
he) you aſſembled your ſelves for corue, and for wine, 
which any naturall man may doe: And therefore 
(faith he) it is but an homling; ĩt is as the voice of 
no prayer, nk plaimely, ron called not upon 
mez when — wer ſpen — | 
in prayer. The meaning i, that the Lords regards 
this as no prayer at all. 3 5 Jin 3902 g 02045 
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the nature of Prayer is; 
. | kind of Prayer it is, that prevailes with God. Iſay, 


|" And cherefore to open aliclethix deſeriprion|| 
buſineſſe 


unto you; (for it is o e that wee 
— 75 a ing of; this Text, to de- 
ſeribe to you — this precept, What 

z) that you may know what 


It is an expreſſion of holy and good diſpoſitions; I uſe 
that — on He — deſires, 
becauſe there is ſome part of prayer that ſtands in 
thankeſgiving, when you deſire nothing at Gods 
hands, but give thankes for that you have recei- 
ved marke, firſt, that they muſt be bol and good, 
the deſires and diſpoſitions muſt be good: for 
that is a rule, all che affẽttions and deſires are good, 

hoſe that 


er evill , according as their objefis are; t 


2 fixed upon good things, are good de- 
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that make the deſires. and diſpoſitions of ts 
heart good. 5 SIT 

They are temporall things, and ſpirituall both. 
Aman may pray for temporall things in a ſpiri- 
tuall 2 — , and the _ — good; and 
againe, he ma for ſpirituall things in a car- 
the — — may be naught, 
Therefore that muſt be obſerved withall, that it 
is not ſimply the object, bur there is a certaine 
manner. iring tuo: For example if a man 
pray ſor temporall things, fo 


| fuch things as belong to the preſent eſtate of his 


body bere; Ihe pray for them with theſe condi- 
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if you defirethatwhichis convenient, and 


wealth, thr may live more pleaſantly, 
may live more ſly, and 
— may defire , 
—— xdtharyou may the morcenaled 


to ſerve the Lordin theſe things, your deſire is 
not good, So I ſay,firſt it muſt for that which 
is convenient, ſecondly, you muſt not ſpend it - 
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tr wee muſt p 2 in a ri 
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tothe creature, it is not a prayer, it muſt onely 
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tion is a mans heart is affeRed accordingly. As 
for example, If a man come to confeſſe his fins , 
& yet {lights chem inwardiyio his hearr:if aman 
| pray for reconciliation with Cod, & yet have no 
baer & ſighing in his heart alter! it, if hes ear- 
neftly ask & the mortiſication ol ſiaſul luſt, 
when the heart doth not inwardly ſcełe it, now 
hee prayes nor inthe ſpiric. To pray in the ſpiric 
ius tha in Jobs 4. 24-Hewidl be 
eit and in truth o the meaning is, ſo to pray oa t 
N with our petition. The ſame 

the meaning oftha! 
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we ſuy the whole ſoule muſt goe togothet with 


the pe tion; the meaning is, that not onely rhe 
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ing, but the will & 
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up, &rhefleſh, that alwayes hinders, is removed, 
For you muſt know this, he whereſaever there 


is a part ig any man, there is a great 

| —— God, and it cannot be 
yned om it, but not alwayes in act. 
As we ſee a fountain, it hach ahrayes an aptneſſe 
to powre forth water, it is ready — fn into a 


| hetharis arcgenerate man, that bath a 


part 
in him, there is an aptne ſſe ro prayer. 
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| from whence it comes: but right prayer iss 
this, when the regene rate parts is ated & ſtirred — 
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hat which our Saviour airhs. Aar. 26. 41. The r. 
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This is a thing that you all know, that hole 
prayers that are not up in Chriſt , ae not 
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1c was the ſinne of I ziah in 2 Chron;26. Hee | 


oe to the Temple himſelfe. being a 
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cenſtwith them, and makes them ſweet andaceep.¶ Name. 14 
table to Cod, with much incenſe that is, as the fleſh] = 
is more, ſo there needs more inrenſe, that they] | 
may be made acceptable to God the Father. Sof ;,.....nur | 


| that we have indeed a double interceſſor, one is, double. 
the Spirit — our infirmities , that helps us 

detitions, that quickens & inlargeth 
our hearts to prayer: The other is the 7nzerceſ 
to make them acceptable to God, that he may re- 
ceive them, and nor refuſe and reject them. So 
much ſhall ſerve for the firſt thing, to ſhew you 1 
| what the duty is, hat a right, true, and acce pta- 
ble prayer is. 

Now for the ſecond, why wemuſt pray: For this 
objectidn a man may male, the Lord knowes my} W 
mind well enough, and what needs ſuch an ex- 
preſſion of it by prayer? The reaſons bricfely why 
the Lord will have us to pray, are taken; 
Partly from himſelfe, 

And partly from us. 

1. From himſelſe, though he be willing tobe. 
ſtow mercies upon us, yet he wil have us aske his 
leave before he gives thẽ. As (you know) father bi 
do with their children, though they intend tobe 
flo ſuch things upon them as ate needfull, yer]! 
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ing hee beſtowes upon them: Indeed o- 
therwiſe wee would forget by whar — 
hold thoſe bleſſings we enjoy, and what ſervice 
we owe to the Lord, as you know there is an ho- 
mage due to every Lord of a Mannor that hee 
might be acknowledged of his 5 . ſo the 
Lord wi this dutic of rmed, 
that wee ay acknowledge — hold all of 
him, and that we might remember the ſervice 
we ought to doe him, to riſe and goe at his com. 
mand chat is, todoe his ſervice, which we would 
be ready to — we were not accuſtomed to 


the duty of on him. 

Likewiſe he will have it done for his honours 
ſake, he will have men call upon him, chat they 
may learne to reverence him, nd likewiſe that 


others might be ſtirred up to him, and 
to honour him, and to feare hin. The ſervants of 
a Prince doing honour and to their 
Lord, ſtir up thoſe that are look : And as 


this, not when a man 

him, (for that he may have, and yerbeewith-| 
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Now from our ſelvet we axe to do it, partly, that 
the graces of his Spirit may be increaſed in us:for 
prayer exerciſeth our graces, every grace is cxer- 
ciſed in prayer, and they being exereiſed are in- 


20. That you may edifie your ſelues on your maſt h 
S in the mlyGleft as if he ſhould 17 

the way to ediſie your ſelves , and build up your 

ſelves, is to pray in the Holy Ghoſt, that is, by ſpiri- 

h the power, and aſſi- 

ſtance, and ſtrength of the Holy Gheſt: Every ſuch 
prayer builds us up, it increaſeth every grace in 

allare increaſed by prayer. 

|. Partly becauſe they being exerciſed and ſer on 
worke in prayer, are more ready and apt tothe 
performance of this duty than if they ſhould be 


And partly alſo, becauſe prayer brings us to 
Communion with Cod. For if the good company 
of the godly one with another will increaſe grace, 
how much morewill Communion with the Lord 
himſelfe quicken and increaſe it? 

Moreover, this dutie is required, that we may 
be. acquainted with God, for there is a ſtrange 
neſſe betweene the Lord and us, when we do not 
call upon his name. It is the command which you 


ſhall,finde in Jeb 2:2. Acquains thy ſelfe with the 
P tbat thou mayeſt have peace with him, and thou 
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chankfulnedli 


55 
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* +5 Awe 


him ; ; for if God ſhould beſtow mereies u 


The Saints daily Exerciſe 


growes amongſt men; it is by con- 
Cher by — ing one to another. On 


when they ſalute not, or ſpeak not one to another 
a ſtrangeneſſe growes . 


ebe e gg — that == 


ſo it is in this: when w 
come to the Lord, ind, and are frequent, and fery 
in this duty of him, wee grow ac- 
— with him, but without it we 
ſtrangers, and the Zerd dwels afar off, neither are 
— able tobehold him, except webe accuſtotned 
to it, for the more we come into his preſence,the 
more wee are with him. Therefore 
that is another reaſon why wee ſhould uſe this , 
that wee may get acquaintance with the Loyd. 
Likewiſc, that we may learne to be thankefull 
to him for thoſe mercies we have received from 


7. unasked, we would forget them, his would | 
not be acknowled d B in them; and we would 
not ſee his providence in diſpoling thoſe bleſ- 
| ſings that wee doe enjoy; but when we come to 
aske every thing before him, wee are then ready 
to ſee his hand more, and to prize it more, and 
we are diſpoſed tomore thankefulneſſe. So that 
Note. it is a ſure rule commonly, What we winne with 
| prayer,that wee weare with thankefultieſſe, and 
Whar wee 40 that which wee get without prayer, wee ſpend, 
About pray- and uſe without any Lal up of the — — 
Tah. Cod, in praiſing ovelging i 
| handin — us: ſo you ſee what 
this duty is. And, 
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Secondly, 
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Soccondly, why the Lerd will have this dutie 
No, thirdly, (ina word) what is it tor 

rominnaly 2 The word in the original! 2 
eth, ſuch a performance of this dutie, as that you 
doe not ceaſe to doe it, at ſuch times as Go o 
requires it at your hands. Compare this with 
that inthe ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy 1. 3. The 


| nuall remembrance, prayi bim night and day, 
where the ſame word is uſed that is here, Now 
we cannot thinke that the Apoſtle had Timothy 
in continuall remembrance; that hee was never 
out of his thought, but the meaning is, when 
hee did call upon G op, from day to day, hee 
dil remembred him. So that toprey continually 
is ta pray very much, to pray at thoſe times 
| when God ires us to pray. For it is the de- 
ſinition that Philoſophers give of Idlenes, a man 
isthegfaidtobee idle, when hee doth not that 
which he ought, in the time when it is required 
of him. He is an idle man that workes not w hen 
hee ought to worke; ſo hee is ſaid not to pray 
continually , that prayes not when he ought to 


Apoſtle ſaith there , that hee hath him in conti- 


pray. In a like manner I conceive this to be the 
meaning of the Apoſtle , Rejoyce evermore, phil. 
4.4. ſo here when he comes to this exhortation 
of prayer, hee contents not himſelſe to ſay, pray 
very oſten, but pray continually, as wee uſe 
to expreſſe our ſelves when wee would have a 
thing frequently done, wee ſay, ſee that you bee 


nually. 


To fo 


2 Tin. 1.3. 


alwayes doing of this, So the Apoſtles ſcope ts | 
to] 
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Adiaxum. 


3. VVhar ir is 
t o pray conti 


Idlenes, what 5 
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Obſ. 
A conſtant 
courſe of prai- 
er, at leaſt 
twice a day is 
our dutie. 


. 


2 Anſw. 
The grounds 
of it. 

I From the 
cext. 


5.44 
T 9 2 From exam- 
þ plcs, 


1That God 

might be wor- 
-ſhipped. 

| 


| calling upon Gon, at the leaſt twice a day, mharſi- 


to ſhew that it ſhould be exceeding often, and 
that it ſhould be very much done. Hence we ga- 
ther this by the way. 

That wee are bound to keepe our conſtant courſe of 


ever we doe more. | 
- But you will ſay , what ground have you for 
that, why doe you i in that twice a day? 
The ground of it is this, in that the Apo 
bids us pray continually, that is, doe it exceeding 
much, doe it very often, the leaſt we can doe it is 
twice a. day, we may doe it oftener, but that, I ſay 
is the leaſt, When we have ſuch a command as 
this, when we have ſuch a precept as this,prey 
continually , and this rule illuſtrated by ſuch ex- 
amples as we have in the Scripture; why is it re- 
corded, if it be not true of every example in that 
kind that is ſaid of the geuerall example, 1 Coy, 
10. 
ſaid that David prayed oſt, and Daniel exprefly 
in Dyn. 6. 3. — 2 three times a daꝝ, that was 
his conſtanc courſe, I ſay, we may thinke ee are 
bound to doe it at the leaſt twice a day. | 
Confider alſo a little the reaſon of it, why 
wee are bound to doe it; In the Temple, you 


know the Lord was 2 ie. ym twice a day, | 


there was the morning and evening ſacyi 

What was the ground of that commandement> 
There was no reaſon of it, but that the Loyd 
might bee worſhipped ,and that was the time 
that he would have it done, twice a day, morning 


and evening: but befides that, it was not onely | 


They are written for our learning? When it ia 
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chat the Lord might be worſhipped, (wherin we 
ſhould follow that example of worſhipping him 
morning and evening.) Bur likewiſe our occaſi- 
ons ate Beh , that, that is the leaſt we can doe, to | 
call upon him conſtantly morning and ; 5 
for there is noday but wee uſe many bleflings ,| Tur, 2 © 
and we take many of his creatures, Now we may | aright, "A 
not take any of them without his leave; ſo that | 
thou art bound to aske for them before thou take 
| them , and pray for a ble ſſing upon them , or elſe: 
thou haſt no right to them, thou haſt no lawfull 
uſe of them : that place is plaine, 1 Ti 4. E Tin. 
creature of God it geod, and ought not to be refuſed, 
if is be received with thankeſgiving, for it is — fied 
prayer. So that, if you take common bleſſings 
| day, and doe not ſeeke them at the Lord. 
ra before you rake them, they are not ſancti- I 
fied unto you, you have not a lawfull uſe of them, 1 
you haveno right unto them. | 1 
Beſides, my beloved, it is that which the Lord pro %% Þ 
commands in every thing, Make your requeſts command. 
knowne in every thing, that is, whenſoever you 1 
neede — thing, make your requeſts knowne, fo 
in every tbing give thankes. And therefore the leaſt 
we candoe when we have received,and doe need 
ſo many mercies, is to give thankes, and to ſee 
to him ſo often, from day today, F 
Moreover, do not our hearts need it, are they 4 
not readie to go out of order, are they nor readie T2 Teepe _ 
to contract hardnefſe, are they not readie togoe'! order. 
from the Lord, and. to be hardened from Gods. 
| feare? Therefore this dutie is needfull,inthat re- 
H C gard, 
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. gard, to compoſe them, and bring them backe a- 
A gaine into order. | BY | 
XF | Laſtly, doe not the ſinnes we commit daily, 
F $7» getfor- put a neceſſitie upon us of doing this, that they 
may be forgiven , and done away, and that wee 
may be reconciled to Go p againe? Therefore 
doe not thinke that it is an arbitrary thing to call | 
tj. _ [upon Gop, twice a day, becauſethere is no parti- 
3 cular expreſſe command, for if you conſider theſe 
| | places that I have named, and the reaſons , wee 
ſhall ſee there is a neceſſitie lies upon us to doe 
ii it, So much ſhall ſerve for that, I come now to | 
| make ſome uſe of this that hath beene delive- 
T- red, 2 | 
1 | aa nin 7 7 WHAT 
seeing the are ancxprefſion of holy deſires, ſuch deſires , I 
|} miſery of wic- | meane,as riſe from the regenerate part of a man; 
eee an. Hence then we ſeetharall natural men are ina 
— | miſerable. condition, when times of extremitie 
1 come, & when theday of death comes,whe there 
is no other helpe in the world, but ſeeking to the 
4 Lord, when all the creatures forſake them, & are 
27 not able to help them, & there is no way to go to 
the Lord but by pꝛayer if prayer bean eſſect and 
fruit only of the regenerate part of a man, wherof 
a carnall man is not partaker, then he is in a miſe- 
| rable condition, Therefore let ſuch men conſider 
| this 35. put all off to times of extremity, Put the 
caſe, thou haſt warning enough, at ſuch a time, 
xc haſt the uſe of thy underſtanding, yet thou art 
Note, not able to doe any good without this regenera- 
tion; for, if there be not grace in the heart, thou arr 
not 
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horted to be frequent, and fervent in it, zo conti- 


lt is a common fault amongſt us, either wee are 
ready to omit it, or come to it unwillingly, or 


— 


not adde co make a ſpiritual to the Lord, 
ſuch as hee accepts. Therefore take heed of de. 


to have your hearts renewed , while you have 
time, and if thou be not able to call apon God in 
thetime of health ; how wilt thou doe it when 
thy wits,and thy ſpirits are ſpent and loſt, in the 
times of ſickneſſe and extremitie > Therefore 
let that be conſidered, which we doe but touch 
by the way briefly. - 

Secondly, if the Lord command this, if it 
bee the command of God, Pray continually : Then 
take heed of neglecting this duty, ratherbee ex- 


nne therein, and watch thereto with all perſeverance. 
elſe we performe it ina careleſſe and negligent 


manner,not conſidering what a command lyeth 
upon the ſonnes of men to performe it conſtantly 


ferting and putting off, labour to be regenerate. | 


and conſcionably. I beſeech you therefore conſi- 


der firſt , that ĩt is a priviedge purchaſed by the 


bloudof Ieſis Chri ſt; Chriſt died for this end, it coſt 
him the ſhedding of his bloud , That we through 
him, might have entrance to the throne of grace :and 
will you let ſuch a priviledge as this lye til! > If 
you do, ſo far as is in you, you cauſe his bloud to 

e ſhed in vaine : for if you neglect the ptiviled- 
ges gotten by that bloud , ſo far your neglect the 
bloud that procured them; but to negle& this 


dutie, is to neglect that. Beſides, if wee aske yuu 


_ reaſon,why youabſtain from other fins, why 
C 2 


Motivesto 
prayer, 
1 
Chriſt dyed 
for this end. 


2 
It is Gods 


command. WS ih 


» ETHER. 


you 
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am 
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you ſteale not, why you commit not adultery , 
and murther; The reaſonthar yougive, is, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath commanded you. Hath not 
the Lordeommanded you to pray conſtantly, ar 
all times? If you make conſcience of one com- 
mandement, why doe you not of another? 
Conſider Daniel in this caſe, in the 6. of Da- 
niel, he would not omit a conſtant courſe of pray- 
er, be did it three times a day, and that was his 
ordinary cuſtome. If he would not omit it to 
ſpare his life, if he would not omit it in ſuch a 
caſe of danger as that, why will you out it for 
buſineſſe, for a little advantage, ſor a little gaine, 
for a liitle wealth, or pelfe, or pompe, or plea- 
_ „or whatſoever may draw you from that 
utte ? | 7102 
© Doe but conſider what an unreaſonable, and 
unequall thing it is, that when the Lord gives us 
meate and drinke, and cloathes, from day to day, 
when he gives us ſleepe every night, when he 
provides for us ſuch conrforts , as wee have need 
of, ſo that the leaſt creature doth not us any ſer- 
vice, but as farre as he ſets it on worke to doe 
that ſervice , for us to forget him, and not to give 
him thankes, and not to aske theſe things at 
his hands, not to ſeeke unto him, but to live as 
without G ov in the world , as many doe, who 
neglect this duty: Fay , it is a protefſion of li- 
| ving without G o v in the world; wee are ſtran- 
gers to him, it is open rebellion againſt him. 
Therefore take heed of omitting it, rake heed of 
[negleRing it. Wy | 


832 


iog to the Las 
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|  Defides-all rhiss wee ſhould doc I for our 
Jene ſakes; if weoconſizlce whatuſe we have ol 
chis dutit für uus ſelves , Is it not the key. that | ** 


Code ieaſures > When heaven was 


the wombes were ſhut up, was not this it that o- 


; pened theme Tou know, Eliah prayedfor raine; 10 


we may ſay for every other < 524 All Gods 
— are locked up to thoſe that doe not cal 
his name, this opens the doore to them all, 
— be that we have occaſion to uſe, 
this is ife@ual]. And this doth it better then any 
thing beſides, If a man be ſicke, I will be bold to 
ſay, a faithfull praier is more able to heale his dif- 
caſe thanithe beſt medicine; Ihe praiex e faith ſhall 
heale the ſike1am. 3. You know the — 
had ve, when ſhee had (| 


on Phyſicians , ie, when thee tk. 


him chat didit, D 

douldhot doe it. Belovedʒ if there be a — 
great man, whoſe mind wee would have turned 
toward us, a faithſull 1 will doe it ſooner 
than the bet friends. with Nehemiah , 
you know his requeſt, Wt Lord would give 
him favour in the fight of the nan; if we be in an 

| ſtrait, as it. was in 7oſephs caſe,itwe have any di 
cultmarter to paſit > chis prayerand ſcek- 
expedite, & ſet us at libertie 
ſooner, it will finde a way to bring it about more 
chan all the witz in the world, becauſe it ſers God 
d worke, You _—_ power to doe any things 


— — 


ſhut upgvas notthis the key that open d ĩtꝰ When 


comes to Chriſt, and offered a faithiull . Þ | 


Prayer the key 
tou 
Gods tre- 
ſures. T 
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| Certainely a praying, Cindy 
and potene with G — | 
able to do more than ill che witcheain — | 
for they ſet the Divell a-worke but 

G 0 pa-worke, it ſets hima-worke to 


us — 


to heale us, and to deliver us out of extremities: 


and cherefore, [ fay, for ourowne ſakes, even out 
of elfe. love, and for common — have 


neede to uſe this. Certainly, if 
beleeved , (for you heate them only, you give us 


ved —— 


careleſſe a manner to it. 


Furthermore, I beſeech you to conſider; this; | 
man defires joy and comlort, and commons | 
thing thatkeepes us off from 
one. 


ly one 
ports and 
abs — in, whichd 


hobo ET 
joy, as cin Jab. 16. 24- 


2 je have as l 
thas-your jey may bo 
e e 


u to be 
duty, that our joy may be full: 


were 


for the timo, but if they were belce- 
would be more 
they would not be ſo negligent in it, or dome in ſo 


nt in this duty, 


— 


92 — 


his ino motive 


that 


in chis 
I tałe to be 


> ma of that in 7ames -y mas mas be fad; 
. Flr onely prayer is futable 
— ſition , but likewiſe it will cheere 


him up, it is is the way toget comſort; 7 
let him pray. So it is in Phil. 4. &. In 
mern. knowne, and the peace Gad 
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dxeſt abroad from him. 
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fro on Abe en = 
rep th bucklet, pray 105 is 

1255 4 ws be 

| . go do G 1 50 NE 
| e tobe a Aran to 
Serre ee ing this durie : then he is our 
of the ion, like the conies that 
5161 ſo is the Tord to 


that pray, the Lord is a ptotection to thoſe 
chat call upon mme. The very calling upon 
ks name ama 
were, that ĩs 
dow 3 


g our ſelves under ſha- 
Reſt that , thou wan- 
ow doe we not neede 
protection from ourward dangers, from day to 

oewe not need to be kept from the inward, 

of finne and rempration? Surely prayer is 
one part of the ſpirituall 2 we ſce Eph,6. 
Inthe pint ao, Armor of God praier is reckoned 


the laſt, as * which — upall the reſt, ſal 


the Apoſtle, Continue in (7 watch 30 it t with 
fey And you have the more reaſon to do 
it, it is not only a part of this armour 
but it enables you to uſe all the reſt , to, uſe. the 
word, and to uſe faith, fr prayer ſtirres them u 


IF now mg; "144M .Therfore you 
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all Whit isirro have our, and not to have it 
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tion, f feare nothing, make this a 
| thy ſelfe , 


| Pray that you 


enter not into t ns 
were the v Jay to Nang , 2 lter and to 
us ſate 


N 
I'wo 25 7 15 = 


to 
the Lord continually ine tete 5 


uſe . — 12aon to you , to he co 
„ becauſe it _is. for 
— ne at. Tou Know, w 
City whoſe walles are broken none Wh "I 
expoſed to temptation, he is in a uscale. 
So 1 may uſe this Dilemmato y 
diſpoſition,and you thinke thus 0 Pee well 
enough, I hope my heart is in a temper good 
h, 1am not now expoſed to any tempra- 


againſt 

Why doe! ect ſogood a gale , if 
my heart be ſo well benz ay , why doe! 
then omit it ? Againe, it there be an V düpof ti- 
on in me,why doe I hazard my falſe: ? what if Sa- 
tan ſhould fet u Dn thee ? what if the world 
ſhould ſer uponthee ? what if a ſutable tempta- 
tion agreable to thy luſts be offered 2 art thou not 
in danger?and therefore a conſtant courſe ſhould 


be kept in it, we ſhould rake hegd af fark xs 


| gent in it. And will a man now p 


hopes-he is the ſervant of God, Nall a good e- 
ſtate, although he do not pray ſo much as others, 
(ve ſpeak not of dec ſimply, but of ſucha 

performance as is t ſechar 
thou art a ſervant of 0 Chrift 10 4+ loveſt 


bim and that hee is ah husband, 1645 thou 
. art 
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g haye a 
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trom him, nor hee ſhould never ſpeake to him, 


lare! 2 
A o de this an ide ching, N 
Ach Mt — 


| ſpend many houres with him; and ſhall we pro- 


yet neglect this duty > This is a common thi 
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his ſervant,and yer calleſt not upon him from 


ou & love him, thou x & 
thy ſelfe in calling upon his name. Shall a ftiend 
that is an acquaingance only to us, in hœ wee 
delight; but come to us, and wee are willing to 


feſle our ſelves to he friends of gad, and him to 
be our friend. and that wee delight in him, and 


amongſt you, when you ſee a man that medi- 
rates all his matters himſelſe, or if hee doe o 

his mind, and tell them to ſome bodie eſſe, 
it muſt be ſuch an one as ptoſeſſeth to be a friend 
to him; now if this friend ſhould never heare 


orifhee doc, itisin _ — negligent _ as 
it may appea doth not im, hee 
doth 3 ad . he can doe for him, and 
he doth it ſo ſhortly, that he can ſcarcely tell 
what the buſineſſe is; I ay, in ſuch a caſe, 
would you not rocken his profeſſion of friend- 
ſhip to be an idle and profeſſion 2. Now 
apply it to thy ſelfe; thoſe-that ſay they have 
communion with God, and they hope their eſtate 


with him, but yer, ifthey be in any neceſſity, for 
all the matters and occaſions that fall out from 
day to day, either they thinke of them in them-- 
ſelves, or they are apt enough to declare them to 
man, or if they goe to G op, they doe it negli- 


gentiy they poaſt over the matter, ſo as they 


have I 
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Simile. 


is good enough, they ſtand in good tearmes E — 


and take heede of being remiſſe * 
and negligent in it; for you ſee 
| _ "ic is a command from the 

U ee, 
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x T'aESS. 5. 17. 
Pray continually. 


oO T to repeat what hath beene 

| delivered, but to preſſe this point 
BANE onus a lietle further, (for, what 
UN is moro neceflary', than that wee 
. keepe a conſtant courſt 


in this duty, ſince the very life | 
of Religion 


conliſts in it ?) I adde this to all I 
preſſed in the morning, that if you doe neglect 


this durie, it expoſeth you to great diſadvan- 
tage doch forthe outward mau, and for the in 


ward man; and there are but theſe two that you 


|peedetocare for.” 1 25 
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waid man. 
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In the inward 


| man. 
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For the outward man, ite pri es you ofthe 
And dme $66 

havCovoyard cooforrs in ablindatee 3 yet fb! 
the bleſſing is wenting ; and not onely ſo, but it 
uncovers the roofe, as it were, and the curſe is 
rained downe upon your tables, upon your meat 


and drinke, upon all the endeavours, and all the 
enterprizes you take in hand. Ve conſider not 


blef 
ſi 


day forit is one thing to haye outward com- 
forts, and another thing to have the hleſſing with 


inward man, when ye neglect this duty at any 
time; for that is readie to 


them. | 
Againe, conſider what loſſe you ſuffer inthe 


diſtempered, and 


to goe out of order, it is readie to contract hard- 
neſſe, to contract ſoile, ſpirituall grace is a 
1 


be overrunne with w 


ligently to it; andthe way to looke to it, is con- 
ſtancic inthis dutie: Thats a notable 6 y „ Ig | 


vaine,and ſinfull: and what then? Surely lo ſaith 
| hee) chen re firaineft prayer from the 


to decay, It falls out with a mans heart, as ĩt dot 
ected, it will quickly: 
„ if you looke not di- 


with 4 garden that is 


15. 4. when Eljphazobſery 4 
Jobs affections (as he apprehended it) he tels him 
that the ſpeech hee uſed was not comely, but 


Lord As if he 


ſhonld ſay, It is impoſſible, ob, that thou ſhoul- 


deſt fall into theſe diſtempers 
keepe thy courſe conſtantly in this duty ; 


ii thou diddeſt 
there, 
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| what wedo,when we neglect this dutie, to what | 
danger wee expoſe our ſelves· to from day to 
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| our ſpirics , worldly-mindednefle will be readie | 


fore ſurely (ſaith he) thou refiraineſt prayer from 
the Lord; So it is withus , let us reſtraine prayer: 
from Goo , and diſtempers will ariſe quickly.in 


to grow upon us, we ſhall be apt to be carnall 
we ſhall forget Go o, and forget our ſelves, and 
longer the good purpoſes , and deſires we had: 
therefore that you may keepe your hearts in | 
order, you muſt keepe a conſtant courſe in this 
dutie: which if you do, though your peace be in- 
terrupted, this will repaire it againe, it will make 
up the breaches againe, though there be fame 
diſtempered affections that grow upon us; yet 
prayer will compoſe all. As ſleepe compoſeth 
drunkenne ſſe, ſo prayer will . the affecti. 
ons: a man m himſelfe ſober againe, no- 
ing doth it ones, , nothing doth it more effe- 
\Qually; and this you ſhall finde, that as you ei- 
ther omit it, or ſſight it over, ſo you ſhall finde 
a proport ionable weakenefle growing upon the 
inward man, as the bodie ſeeles, when it negle&- 
eth either ſleepe, or dyet, or exerciſe: there- 
fore to end this exhortation, let us be conſtant 
10 If, ; 0349 ; 
Onely rememberths , (when wee exhort you 
thus to keepea conſtant courſe, for which you 


member this caution) chat if jt be performed ina 
tormall ,, or in a cuſtomary and overly manner, 
you were as good to omit it alrogether : fot the” 


Lord takes not our prayers by number but by 
waight: when it is an outward picture, a dead 
carcaſſe 


heard ſo many reaſons in the morning, I ſay „re- We 
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forme this duty. This duty is effectually perfor- 


when there — life 5 BO fer- 
veney in i regards it not. not deceived 
in this, it is a very uſuall deceir; it may bee a 
ns conſcience would bee upon him, if hee 
| ſhould omit it altogether; and therefore when 
hee doth ſomething , his heart is ſatisfied , and 
ſo he growes worſe and worſe : therefore conſi- 
ar ] ſay , thar thevery doing of thedupie; is | 
noc that which the Lord heeds, but hee will | 
have it ſo performed}, that the end may bee ob- 

tainod, and that the thing may bee effected, for 
which you pray. If a man ſend his ſervant to goe | 
to ſuch a place, it is not his going to and fro 
that he regards, but hee would have him to diſ- 
patch the buſineſſe; ſo in all other workes ; hee 
cares not for the formality of performance, but 
would have the thing ſo done, that it may bee 
of uſe to him: If you ſet a ſervant to make a fire 
for you, and he goe, and lay ſome greene wood 
together, and perhaps put a fe coales under, 
this is not to make a fire for you, but hee muſt ei - 
ther get dry wood, or he muſt blow till it burne, 
and be fir for uſe: ſowhen your hearts areunfir, 
whenthey are like greene wood, when you come 
rowarmethenm; and to quickenthem by prayer 
to God, it may be you poſt over this duty, and |. 
leave your hearts as cold, and as diſtempered as 
they were before: My Beloued, this is not to per- 
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med,when your hearts are vrought upon by it, 

and whenthey are brought to a better tune, and 

to a better temper than they were before. If you | 
hs nd | 
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find ſinfull luſts there, your buſineſſe is to worke | 
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them out by prayer, to reaſon the matter, to ex. 
poſtulate the thing before the Lord, and not to 
give oyer, till you have ſet all the wheeles of 
your ſoule right, tillyou have made your hearts 
perfect with Go p; and if you finde your hearts 
too much cleaving to the world, you muſt weane 
them, and take them off; if you find a deadneſſo, 
unaptneſſe and indiſpoſition in you, you muſt ſiſt 
up your ſoules to the Lord, and not give over till 
you be quickened , and this is to performe the 
dutie in ſuch a manner as the Lord accepts, o- 
therwiſe it is an hypocriticall performance: for 
this is hypocrific , when a man is not willing to 
let the dutie goe alt =o „ nor yet is willi 

to it ſervently, and ina quicke and zea- 
— for he that omits — ay 
a profane perſon , and hee that performes it zca- 
iouſly , and to putpoſe, is an holy man; but an 
hypocrite goes betweene both , 
ſomething at it, but hee will not doe it through- 
ly. And therefore, if thou firidethat thou haſt 
red over this dutie from day to day; that 
thou performeſt it ina negligent manner , and 
perfunRorily , know that it is an hypocriti- 
call performance; and therefore when wee ſpend 
ſo much time in exhorting you to a conſtant 
courſe in this dutie , ſtill remember, that you 
muſt performe it in ſuch a manner, that it may 
have heat and lite in it, that it may be accep- 
table to Gop., and doe good to your owne 


beams, to bring them to a more holy frame of 
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would doe 


grace, 
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. | Ri when you went about t 


che reſt, that keeps us off from the thoro 

| — bur (to ſſ — 5. 

this ——. ſpent 

ot in your! 

I. e to finder you; "ud 

though —— ſo much from the heape, yet iii. 

[deed it increaſtth the heape, as iti cken 

and offerings; Bring 

decauſe you leſſen the heape that you are 

men: no, ſaith the Lord, it will iricre our 

ſtore | will open the windewes heaven, a — 2 

ſhall have ſo much the more for it; ſo it is ink ity 


this caſe. In other things you ſee it well enough; 
Yon know, the baiting of the horſe binders not 
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* ce 68 eo 5 bene rew per, than (it may beg) 


1 wa Nane, bur it will dot in 
— ee 
much | Indeed this is one common cauſe, 4 


them in, and thinke not, tha: | 
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journey , and the © 


the whetting 


of the ſei 


in Ae oh rime 


ing of the wheele , and 
though there be a ſiop 


, yer, as our common ſay- 


— A whet i nd les, and the —_ of this is no 
n 
Secondly, pu t We caſoit were yet is it not the 
greater buſnedſe ? what is ir that you get by all 
your labours , and travailes? if it be riches, it 


comes rot into 
| holineffe' ,\ with” 


[FE ag. 


compariſon with grace and 
iat riches where with prayer 


| on rich. But; ;fay it be ſomewhat more 
Ivoble tha that, as learning ; orkhowledge ; os 
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us 2 were it not better, to ſpend time to get grace 
to make us rich to God, to make us ta get ſtrength 
in the inward man, to paſſe through all vatietics 
of afflictions, in getting that which is the chir- 
teſt excellencie ot all others ? for is not that the 
beſt excellencie? When Adam was in Paradiſe, 
the having of Gods Image, you know, it excelled 
all other excellencies in the world, and ſo it doth 
(till now the mote you pray, the more you get of 


man of much grace, it much inereaſeth thaſe ſpi: 
rituall gifts which are better than all the out- 
ward things you can get by your imployment and 
diligence in them: therefore, I ſay, thought doc 
ſpend you much time, yet know (as Chriſt ſaid to 
Mary) he that prayes much, though: he bee 3 
great loſer in other things, yet he chooſtah the better 


* Laſt of all, conſider this, when thou comaſt to 
offer ſacriſico to.G 0» , wouldeſt thou offer that 
which coſt thee nothing? If thy continuing in 


| prayer, and ſpending much time in it, ſnould coſt 


| thee ſame diſadvantage in thy affaires, and ſhould 
loſe thee that which another gaines , ſo that thou 
getteſt not ſomuch knowledge , as another man 
doth, thou doeſt not ſo much in thy trade, in thy 
buſineſſe, thon doeſt not ſer thingꝭ in order ,'as 
thou mighteſt haye done; yet know this, that ĩt 
is great wiſedome to make out ſervice to G 05 
E tous: you know Davids choiſe; Shall / offer 


he 


this Image: for a man of much prayer is alwaies a | {> Gods b 
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What is mans 
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dag to it. is to 
fall upon per- 
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2 he would needs give the worth to Araunah tlie 
Jebuſtte ſot that which he bought, in like manner 


{ 


to it, when there is no indiligence in him, when 


ſince it is to a good maſter that ſees what you do, 
that knowes what it coſteth, and what loſſe 
you are at, and withall that is willing and able 
to recompence it, why ſhould you ſhorten this 
buſineſſe, and poſt it over, becauſe of other 
ur and other buſineſſe that you have to 
oe ? 2 

Oh, but a man will ſay further, I am willing 
to doe it, but I am unfit for ĩt, and it may be the 
longer I ſtrive , the more unfitI grow. | 

To this I anſwer , firſt, in generall, if thou doe 
it as well as thou canſt, though thou doe ir not ſo] - 
well as thou ſhouldeſt , in this caſe , God accept: 
the will forthe deed , when a man puts his ſtrength 


there is no lazineſſe, (tor in that caſe he will not 
accept the will for thedeed , bur) when a man 
doth his utmoſt, as thoſe that would have given 
more, and could not, their will was accepted for 
the deed, in 2 Cor. 8. 12: I ſay, when thou doeſt 
what thou canſt, when thou ſpareſt no labour to 
get thy heart upon the wing, to raiſe and quicken 
it, and to enlarge it to this dutie; there Cop ac- 
cepts it. 

But againe, I adde further , there is an unskil- 
fulneſſe in going about this duty: many times 
when we are not fit, ve thinke to make our ſelves 
fitter, by ſpending time in thoughts, and medita- 
tions before; which Idenie not but they may be 
profitable, but yet this I will propound to ou G 
bt. that 
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J char the beſt way to fit our ſelves to this dutie, 
when we ſinde an indiſpoſition untoir, is, not to 


tion, but to fall preſently upon the duty; (I will 
give you the reaſon of it) becauſe though a prepa- 
ration is required for the performance of every 
ſpirituall dutie, yet, the remote preparation is 
that whichis incnded, and meant, whenw fa 

we muſt prepare: or , if we ſpeake ofrhat whic 


is immediate, the very doing of the dutic is the 
beſt prepgration to it. For example, if a man 
were t a race, if he were to doe any bodi- 
ly exercib, there muſt be ſtrength of bodie, he 


muſt be ſed well, that he may have abilitie; but 
the uſe of the very exerciſe ir ſelfe , the very par- 
ticular act, which is ofthe ſame kind with the 
exerciſe, is the beſt thing to fir him for it: ſo in 
this dutie of prayer, it is true, to be ſtrong in the 
inward man, to have much knowledge, to have 
much grace, makes a man able and fit for the du- 
tie ; but if you ſpeake ofthe immediate prepara- 
tion for it, I ſay,the beſt way to prepare us is the 
very dutie it ſelfe as all actions (of the ſame kind) 
increaſe the habits, ſo praier mals us fit for praier, 
& that is a rule, The way to Godlineſſe is in the com- 
paſſe of Godlineſſe it ſelfe; that is, the way to grow 
in any grace is the exerciſe ofthat grace. 

It is a point that Luther preſſed, and he preſ- 


ſon he uſeth; In this caſe, ſaith he, when a man 


ſtay till 3 our ſelves by medita- 


ſed it out of his one experience, and this rea- [ver 


Simile. 


goes about to fit himſelfe, by working on his 
worn thoughts , * he goes —— | 
3 his 
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bis unficneſſe by his owne ſtrength , and to con- 
tend with Satan alone; but when a man feelerh 
an indiſpoſition, and goes to God by prayer, reſt. 
ing on God to ſit him, he takes Go ps ſtrength 
to oppoſe the indiſpoſition, and deadneſſe of his 
ficſh, and the temptations of Satan, that hinder 
him, and reſiſt him. Therefore you ſhall find this 
to be the beſt way to ſit your ſelves for prayer , 


By labouring 
again indiſ- 


* poſition by 


our @wne 


are more in- 


tangle d. 


oled. 
1 Anſw. 

Seven Impedi- 
| ments in pray 
er, that makes 
ſit a 
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5 


frength, wee commonly, you involve your ſelves 


namely to performe the dutie. If you ſeeſe to ex- 

dite, and devolve your ſelves out of your un- 
fitneſſe, by the working of your one ghoughts ; 
r into 
more. 


thoſelabyrinths, and are caught more 
But this I ſpeake by the. way concerning matter 
of unfitneſſe: The maine anſwer to this obje@ion 
is, that which I gave you before, that if a man do 
what he can, and do it faithſully, and in ſincerity, 
that indiſpoſition ſhall not hinder him: therefore 
ſtill remember it muſt be done, it is not an excuſe 
to us; at any time, nor ought to be, that we 
ſhould omit the duty wholly , under pretence of 
an unfitneſſe. 147 2d J | 
Thirdly, a man is ready to ſay again, But I find 
many difficulties, he ſhall Ido toremove them? 
The beſt way hereunto I can take, is the very 
naming of the difficulties themſelves to you, that 
you may know them, and make account ai them, 
therefore conſider this in generall , that it is not 
an eaſie thing to call upon G op conſtantly : 
our miſpriſion of the dutie, out reckoning of 
lit, that it is a more facile and eaſie thing than 
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it is, makes us more to flight, it, ä 
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ALI that intenſion , which 
otherwiſe we would, but conſider a little what 
it is. The dutie is very ſpirituall, and our 
hearts are carnal/ , and it is no eaſie thing to 


Then agai , our natures are very backward to 
_ into — 1 — 2 m_—_— 
his on 4 no 

Wee , and our weake eyes are 


cuſtomedneſſe, we are not uſed to it, and there- 


are wilde, and never were tamed to our hands, are 
ready rofly from us, ſo backward is our nature to 


come into his preſence, 


C is apt codelight in other things; and 
ifa — ton the other fide) IF be 
a flight ſadneſſe, men are to drive it away 
with company, and with ſports, and wich doing 
other things; But if the ebe great, we are 
ED 
nyt 1s ealier ro pray; as you lee 
b eaſier for him to di hamlelfe 
than to goe and call upon God, ſo it is with men, 
when they have exceſſive griefe , when their an- 
guiſh of heart js exceeding :ſo that, whe- 
ther a man hath a checrefiill diſpoſition, or a ſad, 
whether the ſadneſſe be or ſmall, ſtill you 


rn and carnall hearts toge. Impediwent 


| in light anacce 
apt tobe dazeled wilh it; and partly out of unac- | **? 
fore we are ready to fly from him, as beaſts that 


| ſhall finde a difficulty, Jt wee be idle, and have 
D 3 WY nothing 
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to doe; our hearts: will be poſſeſt with | 
— — that 
diſtracts us alſo, and indiſpoſeth us on the other 
ace: — there are imped * | | 
” „ ut there is iment, an the 
Wordparcs _ and moſt common . h is worldly cores; | 
.mindedneſſs; worldly:cares hinder | | | 
been pr prayer, lt, 1 and 
- e holy performaiice (almoſt) of every 
+ 18 hereforeif yo neat ini joke. 
Rh ail L5!>:0b 
_ | |" Apdine, n 
in prayer, of ſuch backwardnefſe to it, of ſi 
iadiſpoſitiontoir, is, bocauſe we doe not well Te 
confiderthe nartue of Ode w want fairh in bit 
and in his providencey/wegdoe nor'eonſi- | 
der Gods diſpoſing hand hath the gui- fe 


danerinevery thin chat belon tems in health, it 
* flez reren z in gc due. : 7 
2 „Hur we did pro- at 
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e | rhis-Eauſerty men d be backward te Bebe to | x 
him but very forward do ſecke tothe creatures; | Cc 


When we have any thing to dos, of any oonſe |.” 
nce , wee are ready to poſt from this man to 
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conſideration of him. 
| Beſides, Satan 

dutie ; for he knowes 

of what conſeq; 

the Aramites , be 


us exceedingly in this 
what moment it is, and 
, and therefore he doth as 

s not againſt ſmall nor 

c knowes it is this duty 
ace, it is the greateſt e- 
il he can keep us from 
pper hand of us, hee hath 
out of our hands, hee hath 
diſarmed us, as it were, and then he % do what 
SY eſpecially 

e we commit, 
great hindrance to this du 

ſpirituall and cheerefull pe 


which quickens ev 
nemy which be 
prayer, hee h 
wreſted the 


nie, 


anddifmembers-the- ſoule, and F 
—— — ouknow i unfit do doe 
any buſineſſe; is healed and 
forgiven, yet — ſoreneſſe left in the heart, 


though ſome aſſumnes of ipardon ſhould follow 


another impediment. But T muſt not ſtand to 

— any more zune ſhall finde enow by 

cont inuall experience. 

ie uſe — muſt make of iris, tharifths| 
ents he, ſo many; and ithe — 

pe us from a 2 ooyrſe i in prayer; 


We muſt put on a reſalution robreake 
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| ourſelves; — ak, Ler FIT 
with our ſelves that — — 
will — 
may ; yez,whenrhou 
culties at one time, it may be, the next day thou 
ſhalt meete withnew conflicts diſtem 
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to don, which ir ;thar which doch oy 


marke tham not: : for, Beloved, = 
negligent.in it, there ic 
is the cauſe of it, and if wee 


* 


en 
C2 


— and. temove ir, wee coald not ſpend an | 
thoure better. 

The objections, that are commonly i in the! | 
hearts of men, are many, Iwill name to you but 
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Ja, hee will have thee to know chem; becauſe o- 
| therwiſe thou wile nor ſeek to him for hem, eh 


— s 


N | and the more — — for fince 


| — 
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theſe foure briefiy: 

Firſt, a man is ready to ſay, what need I ſpend 
ſo much time, and be ſo large in the expreſſion of 
my wants to Ged, when hee knowes them > Ican- 
not make them better known to him, hee knowes | 
them well nn and therefore what 
needeth it> 


obje&ion ther hath not much weight in it)'that 
it 18true ;the Lord knowes thy wants; bur with- 


\wile noc ſera price upon the. things chas bebe. 


— —— ; (ay- 
bs, 
| eee 


ſaith he, thereſore pray ye the more eu 1 


koowes your wants, hoe will be more ready to 


to beſtow them: toy he hath made promiſe to 
us, and his promiſe is firms and ſure, — 


beare your IIe 2 M4 
— Bede: 


— A 


wal 
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| 


t Kings 18, 


41, . 


2 Som. 7, 11. 
2 Sara. 5. 18. 
Dan.. 


hath fully porpoſed it, what necdes ſo much 
praying to bring it to paſſe > | my 
I r, the iſes of God are to be under- 


ſtodd with this ſecret condition annexed, Iwill 


ed you many reaſons in the morning;as which we 
will adde this one: Vhar if they 
thee call upon him, though hejuepeſe 

thing,evenTorthis cnd; that inf 


him? For, what elſe is it to warſhip che 


you ſce, he praied, yea, he ſpem wt 
you have a promiſe made, though the thing 
1 never ¶ lure to you ; yet it is to be 0 


doe ſuch and ſuch a thing for you, if you pray; 
though the condition be not alwayes expreſſed: 
and therefore we —— God . things 
in particular , yet ſtill they prayed; and prayed 
earneſtly, When he iſed Taub tharit hold 
raine, yet, wee ſee, hee prayed, and contended 
much in his prayer; ſo when he made a promiſe 


know, David went to the houſe ofthe Ly 
befoxe him, and made earneſt prayer, as you may 

ſee in — ſecond booke uy — — al 
particular promiſe, yet he prayed,8: prayed long, 
Theerample of our Saviour Chriſt is without ex- 
| iſes ſiretohimyyer, 


herfore you mult underſtand it, that um ig 


91 7171 = 


ch thus epndition. iſ yon call upon Go , -- 
Now whythe Bard will have youdwit, I ſnew- 


* 1 
ill have 
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to David,that he would make him — pot.yon 


| @ 


| The Saints daily Erarciſe. 
is this, to worſhip God is nothing elſe, but tu ac- 
knowledge the worthineſſe that is in him. As 
when you doe worſhip to a man; you doe uſe ſo 
lf | muchourward demeanour & obſervance to him, 
31 as may acknowledge a worth in him above ano- 
x ther man: and as onrward geſture, is the outward 
$ worſhipping of Ged,ſo the inward worſhip is in- 
wardly to acknowledge his attributes. Now you 
ſhall ſee, pO an acknowledgement of 
his attributes moſt of any thing: for hee that 
prayes to Gd, he doth, in ſo doing, — 
his omnipreſence, and his ommniſcience, that he 
heares that which the Idols of the Gentiles could 
not doe; that hee knowes the ſecrets. of mens 
beams, that neither mon norAngels can doe. 


— | 
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food and rayment 
ing to Goo, i 


becauſe it acknowledgeth 
and his relation to us, and ours to 


his Attrib 
him. 


of a weake man doe? * — — 
poſe of Almighty Gd, if he doe not intend 
doe this thing for mee, ſhalll hopeto alter 
ane 25 0! 

For anſwer thereto , 1 oy this „ inbrieſe, that 
when you doe call upon , hee is noe changed 


2 dee bor the change. is wrought | 


wet have ſaid to you 


| whan « Phyſicith fs ſought unto by his Pati- 
| ent, the patient deſites him earneſtly to give 


him ſuch a cordiall . and fo ſuch reſtoratiye _— 


P but becauſe there is a chaago in the 
— «is nowfHiiteg For this, before he was 
not: ſo then the 


before he reſuſed j aul yet the change i is in the 


you, 


—— yſitian: in like manner 


wee ſay, ſurely ſuch a man | 
| | ishisPather ſo rhisvery paying 


. | - Btit againe; thirdly, it will be objeQed, Lbur,} - 
*| alas, w —— prayer 


— 


ſicke N him, the Phyſitian 
524 Se ye ee he yon it. 
there is any change in tie 


how ; whereas |- 


„ — — 


—— ” 


| 49d” 


—— and chankefulneſſt; and that inde de is 
the reaſon, why 2 prevailes with Gd; hot 
that the very ſending it up is that that 
with him, but becauſe a faithfull and i pirituall 
prayer puts tie heart in a bettet diſpoſition-,: ſo 
that a man is now made ready roteceive'a hleſ- 
ſing at Gos hands, that before hee was not: 
And therefore, when you thinke you draw Go 
to you, with your arguments, in tnith, you dra 
| {your ſelves neerer o him as when a. man in a 
ſhip pluekes a rocke, it ſeemeth as if hee plucked 
the rocke neeret to the ſhip, when as indeed the 
ſhip is plucked neerer to the rock: ſo, I ſay, wee 
dra our ſelves neerer to the Zord ; now when 
wee draw neerer to the Lord, in prayer, and 
there is a ſpirituall diſpoſition wrought in our 
hearts, by the exerciſe of rhis dutie , then in- 


\ helpe ; and to grant our requeſts , that wee put 
upto him; and therefore Ifay,(which you ſhould 


I higher pitch of holineſſe in affeRion y and as it 
hath ſtronger arguments in it, fo it is a better 
prayer, not becauſe this prayer ſhall prevaile 
with Gop more, or, that the excellencie of 


this prayer ſhould move him, hut becauſe chis 
punch of holy affection, 'and>rengrh of argu- 
ment workes upon your hoarts: for the ſtrength, 


; of arguments” moves: your umnder{tanding, and 


you, as to perſwade your oe hearts to more. | 
faieb, ro more love, to more obedience tu more 


wales 


deede the Lord drawes neere to us, to ſend us 


marke by the way) that every prayer, as it hath a 


1 


the. halineſſe of affeQion; puts our wil i 


5 frame, 


* 
. 
kD — 


"I . 


> 
* 


-wor'#, - 7 
2 . 8 ** * ow *% 
. - ro ; A y . =y A 
* . ö 
* - 
= 


ſa man hath obtained bleſſings, without prayer, 


than all the reſt, is this; | 
A man.is ready to ſay wee ſer there ate ma- 
ny men that doe not call upon God; and yet enjoy 
m_y mercies: it may be, a man can ſay with 
imſelfe, when he did not uſe to pray, he had 
health, and ſlee pe, and protection. Wet 
Againe, on the other {ide , he hath prayed for 
ſuch and ſuch _—_ and yet they havenot been 
granted. So this objection hath two parts, that 


and againe he hath prayed , and yet hee bath not 
— the bleſſings he ſought for, at the Lords 
For anſwer tothe firſt , that men doe obtaine 
many bleſſings that doe not pray, (as how many 
oung men are there, and old men too, that have 
alth, and wealth, and peace and liberty and 


not to Go p or if they doe, yet not in a holy and 
ſpirityall manner) and therfore this objection had 
need to be anſwered; which Iwill doe with gs 
much brevity as I can. 

Firſt, though they have theſe bleſſings , yet 
they have them uncertainely jus have no pro- 
mile of them, they cannot build upon them; 
whereas they are ſure mercies to the righteous | 


Arche laſt objeRion , which indeedis more 


abundance of all things, and yet either they ſeeke | 


man, he can build nnen, 
N 4 
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boch a father to goe to, whoſe love he knowes, 


ther, though hee hath them, yet hes is in a ſlip- 
pery place, when he enjoyes them; it is an acci- 
1 dentall thing , he hath them from the hand of an 
— and he knowes not how long he ſhall en- 
them. | 

But I anſwer againe , (which is the chiefe an- 
{wer to this objection) that there is a great deale 
nec betweene having bleſſings through 
The providence of Gop,and between having them 
from the mercy of G o d, and by vertue of his pro- 
miſe, and out of his love to us in Chrift Jes. A 
naturall man may have many bleſſings of G op, 
(fo Gov ſaid that he made ſeroboam a King, he 
| gave him a Kingdome; and many ſuch paſſages 
we ſhall ſinde, when men come unjuſtly to them, 
is he did tothe Kingdome, yet Goo ſaith, he did 
it, that is, it was by his providence) and yet hee 
hath them not in mercy : for if thou haſt theſe 
bleſſings , health and ſleepe, and ſucceſſe in thy 
enterpriſes , from day today, and yet thy heart 
tells thee within, that thou haſt not ſought them 


LW 


and hee hath ſure promiſes to build on; the o- 


— 


1 
Men chat have 1 


bleſſings wiib- 
out prayer. 


To have our- 


at the Zords hands, as thou oughteſt, I ſay to ſuch 


ſa man, (and marke it) it were better for him that 


he mould want them: for certainely 5 when hee ve wereberter |. © 
want them. | 


hat them, in this manner, he hath them without 
a bleffing; yea; he hath them with a curſe, and ſo 
had better to be without them, as it had bin bet- 
ter for Ahab to have beene without his vineyard, 
and as it had beene better for Gehezi, to have 


— 


gone without his reward, that hee had of NV. 


I} 


man 


r 
* 


ward things 
without praier 


> 
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ans went along wither; io en a man (hall have 


1 as the obtaining of the Vineyard, brought death 
ro hab, the getting of the Kiugdome was the 
deſtruction of ſeroboim , and therefore men haye |, 
latle cauſe to comfort themlelves, wich his, that 
— — bleſſings ; gd never Pray for 


dren of al to have gone without their Quailes 
— the curſe that followed eech 


co aud ptoſpe y and abundance of all things 
— hout king chem at the Lords hands, from 
day to day; Hay, bee had much better want 
— — together with them. 


It is ſuick plainely, chat eaſe: Hayeth tbe fuoliſb, 
(that is to ſay) this very proſperity, this chriving, | 


(notwwichſtanding a neglecting of prayer, and of 
holy duties) I ſay, it carries death along with it, 


„ 


many bleſſings are beſtowed upon men, not for 
their oe ae hut for the Churches ſake, A 
mati may have ftrength of body, he may have 
great giſts of mind, ie may have great ſucceſſe in 
uſing rhoſe gifts; he may bring great enterprizes 
to paſſe ſo that you may uuly ſay, the hand of 


lay 
God is with him, all this may be done, norfor 
his owne ſake, but tor the ſake of the Church, and 
glory of G o v ſome other way, that hee might 
doe ſome ſervice; to this purpoſe you ſde, it is 
plaincly ſaid of Cv, ( Iſaiah 45. 4.) ſaith the 


| Lord there , for Jacob my ſervants ſalo, and for 45 | 
rae 


. But, to anſwer chis point more fully s I ay, | 
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cada ple Them ded ic name, and 

| irs and aff this — 

(Alke) — Was & 2 —— 
Gods hand was mighty and — "all 
this was not for his owne —_— "bur tor the 
| Churches ſake io you may thinke i is when men 
roſper, many times, it is not for their owne 
fakes, but. to fulfill ſome other end of Go ps 
providence and therefore, marke this, and keepe 
it for a rulez If thou proſpereſt in thy enterprizes, 
if thou enjoyeſt wealth, and peace, and 
dance of all things , and art conſcious that thou 
. ———— 
not thy t, and 
— —— — ä ͤ— 

in an holy and ſpi pirimall manner, ( 
e cauſes.) — — 
and with a curſe, thou haſt ic for other 
cnds ,and not forgood to 
thou haſt it very uncerrainely , it ma bee rooke 
from thee , thou knoweſt not how ſoone; yes, 


taken from thee then , when of all other times it 
will bee unfitreſt forthee : as a theefe comes at a 
time, when men leaſt looke for him, ſo deftra#ion 
comes ſuddenly upon theſe men: Ged cuts them, 

as a man when hee would have trees to die, be 
loppes them in that ſeaſon, that of all others is 
the unfitteſt, when the ſappe i is in the tree, and 
— ing will cauſe them to wither,ſo the Lord 


ta 


ſelfe ; and therefore | 


and this thou ſhale bee ſure of, that it ſh bee | 


them in a . that ſhall be moſt 
E unfit 


| 


; 
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Anſwer to the 
ſecond part f 
che obje tion. 


Anſw. 


Our prayers 


are aft times 
amiſſe in one 


of theſe three 
: | reſpeQs, 


Firſt, in reſ- 
pedt of the 


inciple 
— they 
flow , when 
they are but 


+ naturall defirs, 


ds ſhall then take this impediment away, that 


unfit, moſt unlookr for. Ic is quite contrary with 
the Saints, he cuts them in due ſeaſon , he lops. 
them in due time, when it is beſt forthem., that 
they may grow the better for ir. | 
But now for the other part of the objection; it 
may be, many among you are now ready to ſay, 
I have prayed for ſuch and ſuch things, and 1 
have beene earneſt, and yet the Lord hath derfied 
me. My Beloved, if we can ſatisfie this objection, 


wee propound in this objection, which, as I 
did, Bath thoſe two parts; Therefore to this I an- 
ſwer: | 

Firſt , if thou haſt not beene heard in thy pray- 
er, conſider, whether thou haſt not prayed ami ſſeʒ 
it is a common fault among us, when wee have 


ſpent much time in prayer, and it may be, wee 
it ai 


have ſpent time infaſting and prayer 
thing Ess granted; wee — ylay j 
the Loyd , that hee hath not heard, when many 
times the cauſe is in our not praying as wee 
ought ; It may be thou haſt beene very earneſt , 
therefore thou-hopeſt thou haſt done very 
well; I tell thee, thou maiſt be very earneſt, and 
importunate with the Loyd, wlien it may be no 
more but a naturall deſite, as when a man hath 
need to be directed in a difficult caſe , that much 
concernes him; when hee hath neede to bee ex- 
tricated, and taken out of ſuch a difficulty, and 
ſtrait, wherein he is involved; when he hath need 
of ſucceſle in ſuch an enterpriſe , or any thing of 
thac nature; I ſay, a man may be earneſt with the 


Lord 


mt 
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| Lord in ſuch acaſe, and yet his prayer may bee | 


CL 


1 


amiſſe, it may not be a ſpirituall prayer, it may 
not be an — of ho — nc the Lord; 
for they onely prevaile with him: and yet I ſay 
not, the naturall are excluded, (that is not my 
— for they may adde winde to the ſayles, 
though holineſſe may guide the rudder, and keep 
the courſe, and make the ſterage, yet naturall de- 
ſires may make us more importunate, and may 
adde much toit: therefore , I ſay , conſider thy 


raycr. 
- Secondly , Conſider _ , when thou haſt 
ſought ſo earneſtly to God; whether it be not to 
beflow it apon thyluſts, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, 7am. 
4. 3. when thou haſt a buſineſſe to be performed, 
it may be, thou art carneſt with God, bur haſt 
thou not an eye to thy one glory, to thine owne 
iſe and credit in it > when thou waſt carneſt 

or healtk, was it not that thou mighteſt live 
more deliciouſly? when thou deſireſt wealth, and | 
ſucceſſe in thine enterprizes, that tend to mend 
thy ſtate , is it not out of ſome ambition? you 
know, that deſire is condemned, if any man will 
be rich; is it not a deſire of greatneſſe ? would 


you not be ſome body in your place, and ſet up 
your houſe and family > Such things indeed 
Gos beſtowes upon men, but to have our de- 
ſires pitched upon them, and to pray forthem in 
that ſenſe , is amiſſe , and my rule for it is in the 
firſt to Timothythe ſixth chapter, the niuth verſe, 


18 


+ man will be rich, &c, that is, when a man de- 
| weth ED more than food and-rayment 
2 


convenient 


— 


4 


Naturall de- 


ſices notex · 
cluded in trus 
prayer. 


Simile, 


2 Tim. 6. 9. 


6„«.h 
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Te” „Seer daily Exerciſe 
_— | convenient for bim , then cercainely the natural 
affection is degenerate into aluſt ; for when any 
affeRion exceeds , it ceaſeth tobee an affection, 
and begins to be a Juſt : and therefore where it is 
ſaid, / any man wil be rich, &c. it is ſaid after , it 
is a luſt. 35 | 
But you will ſay, how ſhall a man know, when 
his prayer is to beſtow that which he prayerb for | 
upon his luſts ? 
Anſw., | Tanſwer,Ifaman conſult with his oe heart, 
and deale impartially with himſelfe , hee may | 
know what his ends are; but if you cannot finde 
it out that way, you may know it by the effect, 
you may know : 1 way _ bring in. What 


* 


1s the expence 0 p hath beſtowed | 
on you, when hee h = ut 3a oh 
bands , conſider how you beſtow it. If a Ste- 


| waod Bans. 6 Ces ſumme of money, chat his ; 
Maſter hath truſted him with , and his bills be, | | | 
that hee hath beſtowed ſo much in riot , ſo much 
— &c, but there hath beene but ſo 
| much d for his Maſters advantage, it 
{ is an argument hee hath ſpent it ill: ſo when wee 
' ſee there hath beene ſo much health ſpent , ſo 
much time, and ſo much ſtrength , in following 
our owne plots, and our owne worldly buſineſſe, | 
| without reſpe& to God , not ſerving God, nor 
men in our calling, as wee ſhould doe; and that 
there kath beene lictle time beſtowed in prayer , 
in reading, in making our hearts perfect with \ 
God, in taking paines with them from day today; | 

I fay , if wee thus looke upon the bill of ex- | 
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| thing , hee takes up the bait , and amends it, and 
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the thing thou prayeſt for, looke diligently tothy 
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, and conſider how we have beſtowed our 
time, our health, our ſtrengrh,our wits, from day 
to day , and our diſcourſe ( for that is one price 
that wee have · in our — — we = do 
good; it is as a bucket by which wee may draw 

rom others; and likewiſe it is as a ſpring, and 
fountaine, wherewith wee may feed others, with 
the waters of life, conſider, how we have laid out 
all theſe things, and by that wee may know, how 

we are diſpoſed to uſe the bleſſings wee ſeeke for 
at G ops $, whether wee ſeeke them tobe. 
ſtow them upon ourluſts , or to ſpend thoſe gifts 
to our Maſters advantage; and, if wee finde wee 
doe it for our one luſts, in this caſe, I ſay to you, 
goe and amend your prayers, and God will a- 
mend your ſpeeding. We muſt doe in this caſe, 
as an Angler doth when he hath throwne the 
bait into the river, if it ſtay long, and catch do- 


when hee ſees it well , hee then continues, and 
waites; in like manner muſt every one of us doe; 
ifthou pray,and pray long,and haſt not obtained | 


payee , ſee whether they be right or no; if they 
not, amend thy prayers , and Cop will amend 
his teadineſſe to heare thee , if thou finde they 
be ſincere and heatty, mingled with holy deſires, | 
and not with carnall and corrupt affections, then 
let the bait lye ſtill, that is, continue to pray, 
and to waite, and the Lord will come in due 
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Simile, 


Or 


| Bur ihn i; porall though it be one maine thing, 
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bee, 


God to doe us 
good and evil. 


Anſw. 2 
God grants 
pur praiecs oft 
times, yet: 


EFirſt, not in 
that manner, 
as we deſire. 


hath not omitted ſuch and ſueh meanes , as he 


forbeſides this, when thou art not heard, eonſi- 
det, if thou haſt not prayed remiſſely, it is acom- 
mon fault amongſt us, when wee ſucceed not in 
our praters,we attribute it to many other things, 
but not to our remiſne ſſe and careleſneſſe in ſeek- 
ing to Gov , ita man want ſleepe, if hee finde 
fac ned and weakneſſe, and diſtemper of body, 
he thinkes that he hath eaten amiſſe, and conſi- 
ders not whether he hath prayed amiſſe if a man 
have miſcarried in his buſineſſo, hee begins to 
thinke, whether hee hath not been improvident, 
whether he hath nor dealt fooliſhly,whether hee 


might have uſed , he never thinkes whether hee 
hath prayed amiſſe orno; when that (perhaps) is 
the cauſe of our miſcarrying , and not the t 


| which we commonly attribute it unto:for th 


Go be not the immediate cauſe, you know hee 
8 aſe ; There it n, tber be bach vt 
done: that which moves him is alway either grace 
or ſinne; as that which moves him to do us good, 
is our obedience to him; and that which moves 
him tothe is neglect on our part. 
But to anſwer further; ſuppoſe thy prayers bee 
right, yet this is to bee conſidered , that often- 
times a man is deceived , in thinking his prayers 
are not heard, and therefore you muſt rectiſie 
that miſcnuceit. As for example, ſometimes 
when wee would have the thing in one faſhion, 
Gos beſtodves the ſame thing upon us in ano- 
ther; and therefore thou maiſt bee deceived in 


I it may bo, a man prayes K 
| ee 
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| hee may have a ſtrong body 
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vicewithall , when as, perhaps ſickneſſe of 
makes him doe him better ſervice , — 
keepes him in more awe; it weanes him more 


| him beere and drinke that is comfortable unto 


from the world, and makes him more heavenly- 
minded. You know the caſe of Paul, he would 
faine have had that luſt taken away that is ſpoken | 
of, 2 Cor. 12.9. and why > farely the thing he 
would bave had ; was, to have his heart in an ho- 
ly 2 frame of grace; now, though a 
had not his petition granted that way hee looked 

for, yet hee had it another way, the Lord increa- 
ſed in him the grace of humility by it, hee faw 
his one weakeneſſe, and the power of Chriſt 


him, hee was content. 

Is it not all one, whether the Lord keepes an 
enemie from doing us hurt, or that hee gives us 
a ſtrong helmet or buckler to keepe off the blow , 
from wounding us? it may bee a man prayes for 
money, and for eſtate; if God provide him meat 
and drinke, and cloathes ſufficiently , in ſtead of 
this, is it not all one? It may be another would 
have a greater degree of conveniency for his 
dwelling houſe, and many other things; if God 
give him a body able to endure that which is 
more courſe, all is one, as if hee were provided 
for moredelicately, It is all one, whether a Phy- 
ſitian the thirſt of his patient, by giving 


him, or by giving him barderrics , or ſome what 


1 © doe G ov ſer- 


the more; and when this was diſcovered unto 


qual l 


ele, that will doe the thing as well: and-it is e- | | 
_ E 4 


2 Cor, 13 9, 


Simile, 


Simile, 
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| quall to the child whether the Nurſe feedes it 
with milke and other govriſhment prepared for 
ic, or gives it the breſt which ir moſt deſireth: 
Even ſo it is all one to thee, whether the Lord 
anſweres thy petition, and gives thee the thin 
in the very ſelfe-· ſame manner that thou wouldeft 
have it; or beſtowes it in another manner every 
whit as well, if not better for thee. 
Noc by tele. | Secondly, as wee are deceived in the manner, 
meanes, vhich ſo wee are deceived in the meanes oft times, in 
we propound. ſeeking to God. When a man prayes, he pitcheth 
upon ſuch a particular meanes, and thinkes veri- 
ly that this is the way, or none; yet it may be the 
Lord will find out another way, that thou diddeſt 
Inſtances. | never dreame of, Paul prayed to have a proſpe- 
rous journey to Rome, hee little thought, that 
when he was bound at Jeruſalem , and poſted up 
and downe from one priſon to another, God 
| was now ſending him to Rome; yet he ſent him, 
and ſent him very ſafe with a great company at- 
rending npoñ him, he ſent him it may be in a bet- 
ter manner than hee himſelfe would have gone, 
and yet it was by ſuch a meanes as he could never 
dreame of. Alſo you know, Naaman the 4/5. 
rian, he had pitched upon a particular meanes, 
he thought the Prophet would have ſurely come 
forth, and have laid his handt apon him; but to goe 
and wafh in Fordan,he thought his labour allloſt, 
and his requeſt which hee made to the Prophet 
to no purpoſe ;For it was a thing that he never 
ch * of, it was a weake and poore meanes 
{that hee made no account of, yet that was the 
meanes 
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ceive our ſelves , wee pitch upon ſuch particular | 
wayes , and when theſe faile us, ſceing that wee 


have prayed that theſe meanes might be uſed , 
and Go doth not uſe them, wee thinke pre- 
ſently it cannot be effected, 7oſeph thought verily 
Pharaohs ſteward ſhould have beene the meanes to 
bring the promiſe to paſſe, & after that, Pharaohs 
butler hee uſed as a meanes,when he deſired him 
to remember him; and yet all this was not the 
meanes, but another, which he never thought of, 
which was a dreame of Pharaohs : the like was in 


way, a way that Morderai never imagined, So A. 
braham thought verily that iſmnael had beene the 
ſonne of the promiſe, but Gop tells him hee was 
deceived, Iſuge was the ſonne, in whom he would 
make good the promiſe. So the Iſraelites thought 
that Moſes ſhould have delivered them, that it 


| ſhould have beene preſently true, that the yoke 


of bondage ſhould have immediatly beene taken 
off from them; but wee ſee Go p went another 
way to worke , hee ſent Aoſet away into arre 
Country , and the bondage was exceedingly in- 
creaſed upon them; ſo that they thought they 
were ſurther off now than ever they were before, 
but in truth, they were nearer: for the increaſe 
ofthe bondage, increaſed Phaxaohs ſinne, and 


made him ripe for deſtruction: Agaioe,it increa-. 

| ſed the — humility, it made them to pray 

harder, and to cry more fervently to Gos for 

| deliverance and ſo it made them more fit for it, 
| an 


the caſe of Aordecai, deliverance came a ſtrange | 
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comes . God intended: ſo I ſay, wee oft de- 
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Wee attribute 
too much to 
mcancs, 


taine particular meanes , wee thinke ſuch a man 


[undone 7 and is there no helpe , heals 


ard Afoſts at the laſt was more fitted to beea 
deliverer after he was ſo long trained up, and 


was ſo much humbled ; fo that when Goo]. 


ſeemes tous to goe a cleane contrary way, yet it 


is his next way to bring it to paſſe, Beloved, it is 


a common thing with us, ee pitch upon a cer- 


muſt doe it , or ſuch a courſe muſt doe it, when 
the Lord intends nothing leſſe. And the reaſon 
often is , becauſe if wee ſhould have deliverance, 
many times by ſuch meanes , by ſuch men, and 
byſuch wayes , wee would attribute too much 
to the meanes. Therefore, wee ſee; while Gideon 
had a great army the Lord would not doe it, it 
was too great for him; and therefore wee ſee to 
what a ſmall number hee — - it: ſo oft- 
times men thinke, oh if I bad ſuch a mans helpe, 
or if I had ſuctt a meancs. . ĩt woulf doc che 
thing, the enterpriſe would be zt to paſſe: 
when wee make too much account 
(it may be) caſts away that, which ſeemed 
moſt le; and (even as he doth moſt of his 
woes, as he builds his one Kingdome 
by the moſt fooliſh and improbable meanes 
of all other, ſo ) often hee doth our buſi- 
neſſe by ſuch meanes, that wee leaſt dreame 
of: therefore be not diſcouraged. S ewe 
pray, that ſuch a gteat Prince ſhould raiſe the 
— that ſuch a — „that —— _ 

iſe , and & oe it; put e the 
Lord will — ſo, are we then preſently 
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did notſucceed, becauſe ſuch a Generall had not 
fnccefle , according to our expectation? It may 
be that is not the way, the Lord will helpe the 
Church after another manner, than wee e 
of; and ſo for a mans ſelſe, hee hath a great buſi- 
neſſe to be done, or hee is in diſtreſle, and 
would have deliverance, and hee thinkes this 
is the way, or none; and therefore hee is car- 


caſe , to leave it to the Tord, to make our 
requeſts knowne to him; and when we have done 
that, to be no further carefull , but leave it to 
the Lord, to doe it his owne way; for hee is moſt 
Skilfull. a 

If you take a skilfull workeman , and fay no 
more to him but thus: Sir, I pray you, doe mee 
ſuch a thing, if it hoy bt —— 4 
or tho ſetting up of a building, it may be, he 
will goe a way to worke , that thou knoweſt not 
what it meanes , and yet thou wilt truſt him: 
why then wilt thou not truſt Go, and ſuffer 
him to goe his owne way + for when thou art 
eroſſed in that thing, wherein (it may bee) of all 
others, chou wouldeſt not be croſſed, perhaps that 
ſame is the beſt way of all other, to bring the 
thing to paſſe that thou deſireſt. 

8 Ay, as wee are deceived in the manner, 
and the meanes , ſa likewiſe wee miſtabe the 
time: it may bee the Lord is willing to doe 
the thing, but not in that time chat thou wou. 


Dattalle is overthrowne , becauſe ſuch a King | 


{neſt go have it done: now it is good, in this 


Simile. 
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delt have him, When a man prayes to bee deli 
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" | muſt take heed of taking delayes for denials , 
the Lord willxleſerre to doe the thing, yet hee 


| ſuffered Jacob to wrafile 


ning appeared: ſo it was with, Daniel, the an- 


delivered tly: wee would all have the 
ſmarting plaiſter preſently tooke off; but the 
Load is wiſer wee , ( as the Phyſitian 


knowes what belongs .to the Patient better| 


than himſelſe) though hee doe it not pre- 
ſently, yet hee will doe it in his good time. 
Therefore ſay not, thou art not heard, thou 


will doe it, and doe it in the beſt ſeaſon; for this 
is a generall rule, Gods time is the beſt ti me. 
When thou commeſt to pray for a thing, thou 
wouldeſt have it done preſently, and thou 
thinkeſt it is the beſt time, all the controver- 


lie beeweene Go p, and thee is, which is the 
ſitteſt time to have it done, thou thinkeſt per- 


haps preſently; God againe (it may bee) will doe 
it a yeate hence; ſurely hee is the beſt chooſer , 
and ace ſhall ſinde it ſo; and therefore be con- 


test to waite his leaſure: Fox he may have many 


ends in deſerring it, it may beto try thy faith, 
(as hee did the faith of the Canaanite , whom 
therefore hee would not heare:) it may bee to in- 
creaſe thy holineſſe,topur thy heart into abetter 
temper, and therefore he deforres longer. Hee 
meant to doe that ſor 7acoþ , that hee dig, yet hee 
Al night ,, and yet 
he would not doe it till the inſtant of che mor- 


vered from ſuch trouble, from ſuch a diſtreſſe 
and a afflictien, hee thinkes the time very long, 
and faith , hee is not heard, becauſe hee is not 
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{wer went forth when heeb 
| 8 have — 
ſo (L ſay) t may many 
.deterres , let us therefore be content to tate his 
owne time, 
2 Laſt - all, conſider —— ſeekeſt to 
the Lord, to have any thing it is poſſible 
that it may croſle — other paſſage of his pro- 


DD 
"Lani > they ſhall though thou © 

> Tanſwer, fo all, thou ſee not 
—— Gov asitis with man: if 
a mandoea turne to one, two being earneſt 
petitioners whoſe well-being wholly 


to another; buf Vo compoſerk ail for the beſt, 
As for example, David deſired exceedingly to 
build a Temple yet the Lei had another end, 
for hee had reſd vu in his providence to make 
Salomen the buſier of it , which indeed 
much better for r 
had could David have pn, had done 
ſee ing the Lord gave him as full a reward, as if he- 
had done it: for he tells him that for that 
of building Gov- an houſe, he would build him 
an houſe : ſo that David had his end to the full, 

though Salomex did build the Temple. In like 
manner in the land of Canaam amongſt the Iſpac- 
litet the Lord kept the Canaanites but it was for 


to pray, yet hee 


vidence; and in this caſe thou ſhouldeſt be con- | *=e 
tent to be denied. 1 


on the ſueceſſe, hee muſt needes doe an ill turne | 


their profit to exerciſe them , and keep them in | 


8 
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i feare, leſt at any time they ſhould forget him. So 
| alfo wee ſinde by expericnce, there are ſome paſ- 
ſages of Gops providence , that if wee knew , 
wee would willingly yeald to, in that it 
were better, that it ſhould bee ſo , than 
otherwiſe, and therefore it is better, 
in ſome caſe, that wee 

ſhould be denied. 


— 


THIRD 
| SERMON. 


, 
I IE | Ow wee — 
INS ©] remains; tor ſomething more we 
ING 4 may adde to the — 
4 AN! the time of Goss granting dur 
D bpecitions, and the meaſure of ſa- 
CIA isfying them, which wee tou- 
chedalirtle before. 

For the time; wee are deceived in that wee 
thinke, when Goddeferreshe denics , for many 
times God deferres for ſpeciall reaſons , and yet 
he grants the requeſts, in the ſitteſt time for us, as 
the Phyſitian knoweth the fitteſt time to give the 


* 
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2 phyſicke or one kinde of another; and in | 
| this 


See page. 39. 
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To humble us 
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„ fo hee grants our pe- 


ö 


e his hands. Now, if our ſelves did right- | 
ee it, wee would have done for us in 
— inconvenient time, wee would have the 


— laiſter pulled off, before the wound be 
1 it is beſt d it 


— = 
you lab be cer fr 


ie was not ſolong, 
to Sachem would it,it may be,he woul 1 
have had it ten and ten too; nor againe , it was 
not ſo ſhort as God would have it, but God 
ſers downe them both: _ 


therefore we muſt reſt _— ns and ae ha 


many times there is grea 
be deferred ——ůů—ů py hands. 
Now you hall finde Geddeterres forage of theſe 
1 | 
Sometimes, fort tryall of our faith as wee 
ſee, he deferred to grant to the woman o * 
on — es 
, that hee might ighe put Wis 
cal —5 ſhee was no loſer by it, but 
when ſhe held our in her pray ers, ſhe had ber re- 


queſt granted to the full. 


Sometimes, hee deſerres to grant it, that wee 
may be morchumbled; as you know, Paul — 


eameſtly 
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—— 
cameſtly, 


: 


Iſrael put up to him 


yet they fell before thai enemies twice, though 
| they faſted and prayed; his end was, as — 
their hearts' mighe he more broken, that they 
might he more to nceive it. cho 
Againe, ſometimes Cd deſerres, that we might 
be mote able touſe thoſe bleſſings that he meanes 
to beſtow upon us:ſo he deferred to raiſe /oſeph to 
preferment; ſo he doſetred to bring David. to 


> — 


| 


dured might the better fit. them to enjoy ſo great 
1 as he had provided for them after- 


And kan .e defes that hee my t ſors high- 
er price upon his bleſſings, in- 
1 ; 

away the bait , that the fiſh might 


— 
”— 


follow it the 


might have 8 cur deſires, 


4 


Now, as hee doth thus for the time, and as ve 

are often deceived in the time , in taking delay 
for denials; ſolikewiſe wee are often deceived: 
in the meaſure: many times Go p grants the 
ching; chat . but becauſe wee 


have 


— 


bar Gadwold — heo ment de. 
frre him , becauſe he needed more humility: fo 
| hee deferred to grant tha requeſt, that the men of 


| ain Benjamin, when the 
cauſe was juſb, and — — 


the Text, that they might be more humbled, that 


more: ſo Go withholds bleſſings, that wer 


that wee might pray harder for them, that wee 
— —7—— obtai- 


the Kingdeme, that thoſe afflictions that they en- 
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To enable u | 
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| ate en 


lach is letter thanthe 
| — nnd welt; but, of 
| $ turm as a 
2 man hath gfeat revernes,, and Gop-blowes upon 
a man | 
have great revenues 


— if thersbeac 


Tan 
fore wee thinke we have ix not 


a Cats daily Bxerciſe. —| 


| Lord hath denied us our payers , when indeed | 


hee hath not ; forslefſer maalure z many times, 
—— kind 
Pant, My grace is ent 

temptation doe — if there be ſuffi- 
cient grace to keepe us in a continuall conflict , 


obtaine pardon — — —— wa 
it, it is enough , it may bring us to heaven 
2 even when we ſoeme 
pot to be delivered ; ; though wee have not ſo full 


a vieory, as we wouldhave , yet Roy 


be ſufficient, ii 
You ſhall ſee this almoſt mall chorhings wee 
have occaſion to requeſt at G o hands;that a 


leſſer meaſure may ſerve as well as & fk 


Take it firſt yonrwards 34. v tft 
A little wealth may ſerv: weit as great 
venues, as in al. 37.16. & litele that e, 


hall — 


inefle in themrif 

if hee have great outward 
inofld, if there be 
a vanity in chegi, be as the huske without 
the graine, as the ſhell without the kernel! , as 
hey are often ; ch there bee a great bulke, 


them, and leaves an 


| and they ſteme very — 


— 


—— ct there. 
Toy — thatthie 


b Go »- faich to. 


ir, if there be ſuffictentgrace o 
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| nouriſhed and ſt 
| great portion ofthe Kings 


3— 5 Ry bee ſubject to 
2 


— 


other ſide, with Gods pleſſing will domuch good 
had little, had ſuffici jeit, and thoſt that gathered over, 
had never a whit the — for their uſe and 
comfort. You know, the little that Daniel had, it 
him, as much as the 
meat, that others had, 
and therefore a little, in this kinde, may ſerve as 


well as much. 


And ſo like wiſe, a little grace may be ſo uſed, 
much, it may preſerve you from fi againſt 


mation of this looke to Rev. 3. 8. which is a no- 
table place for this : it is ſaid'there to the 
Church of Philadelphia, Thou haſt a little firength, 
they had bur a lit h, and yet you ſce 
2 ———— did: Thos haſt but 
a 

baſt not 4 my name: were but two 


to be kept from running out to the deniall of his 
name, and committing other ſins: now the little 
ſtrength they had, was ſufficient for theſe ends. So 
— — — — —— with —— Church, 
| that had more ſt it 
be, they fell into greater ſinnes. Bur tis . 
which is true, you will finde it true in all obfetva- 
tions through the Scriptures, That ſometimes 


| 


Tal doc as Tictle good whereas atirele; on the 


for in this caſe it is at was with 2Manne, Thoſtthaz 


and im , that it may enable you to doe 


G © v; as wells a great meaſure, Fot theconfir. 


, and yet thou haſt kept my word, and 


things for them to doe, ro keepe his word, and | 


| 


N 


Theſe thar 
have more 


grace may fal 
— 28 * 


thoſe that have great — — fall 
ome 


— rene —_—_—_—m—_——s 


| 


ones ſtands, | 
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Note in what 
be taken. 
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Rev. 3+ 
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ſenſe this is to 


: 
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bo Inſtance in | 
bie. 


ſtrong prevayling luſt; as David, yon know, had 


a great grace, and yet, we ſee, he was ſubject to 
great ſinnes together with it, ws 
And againe, a man may have but alittle D 
and yet that little grace may be fo — and 
husbanded, and improved, that that little grace 
may keepe him from ſinne, more than the other, 
This muſt bee warily underſtood, not but that 
great grace enables a man to doe greater workes 
than the other, it enables a man, in the ordinary 
courſe, to reſiſt greater temptations, more than 
leſſe grace; but yet, (Iſay for our comfort, that) 
a man have but a little ſtrength, as it is 
ſaid in the place newly mentioned, Rev. 3. in that 
little ſtrength, 7 have ſer a doore open te chee; it ope- 
ned the doore of heaven wide enough, ſo that no 
man could ſhut it. : 
And as wep-day of grace, ſalikewiſe for gifts / 
ſmaller giſts, meaner gifts may ſerre the turne 
many times., as well as greater gifts: for ( you 
know) a little finger, a [mall hand may ſerve to 
thread a needle, as well as a greater, and (it may 


| be) will doeit- better; for in the Church there 


are varieties of operations, and variety of fun- 
ctions, and meaner gifts may ſerve for the diſ- 
charge of. ſome operations, of ſome ſervices for 
the Church as well as greater. And therefore, as 
there are variety of funQions/,ſothere are varie. 
ty.of members, ſome ſtronger, ſome weaker and 
the weaker may: ſerve , in ſome caſes , as well as 
the ſtronge r; a little Bare may*doe better in a 

ſmall river, than a greater ſhippe ; ſo a man tliat 


bath 
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—< <=» 


hath bur TReanc gifts, ma may ſerve meane capa 
ties, as well as greater and better: and — 
thinke not that — are denied, hen the thing 
| 1 —— in cha meaſure as wee deſite. 
y, tobe fai in al — 
rea — — 

ft beene faithful in little, may — 
over much, 8c may bring a great increaſe of the ta- 
lents after:Therfore — not a man be diſcouraged, 
if he — gr aan ane rs 


So likewiſcifa man deſire 
to goe through all variety of condi — h 


all — he meets with : as ſometimes 
upon a man — 
great ſtrengtk to beate it, 


and then hee proportions the burthen to it; for 
is it not all one, whether the burthen be great, 
and the anſwerable, or the burthen 
debid, „ and lice? — 
| away calami , ſomerimes es it 
aman, — — 
enables him to beare it, and that is as asif 
it were removed] elſe, hat is the meaning of 
— anbundrech fold with — 
— — — 

, that it ſhall be all one as 
— So woe ſec Heb. 5. 7. when 
prayed for deliverance, in houre of tri- 
all, — Hee was heard in the things hee 
| we ſee,the cup did not 
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I mitting ,or 
neglecting 
I prayer. 
| 1 


2 


3 


- % > 


clinc in their 
graces 


Dangers of o- 


| 


| judging our prayers not to be heard „ when they 
| ſet ur ſelves to the duty, to doe that wee are ex- 


ſtant courſe in ĩtʒ for firſt, if — neglect it, we 
doe but robbe Gop of his mercies,we take them 


and ſo it is in this caſe. All which may ſerve for | 


a full anfwer to that, that wee be not miſtaken in 


are heard. 


And now, Beloved, what romuloerbur that wee 


horted unto heere , namely to Pray continually , 
thatis,to pray much, to keepe at leaſt a con- 


without his leave. 
Againe, we are guilty of the ſinne of unthank- 


wee deprive our ſelves of bl — 
| curſe upon us; nay wee ſuffer dur ears to 

| 1 rneplet 

| of prayer comes that deadneſſe of ſpirit, that 


ſulneſſe: ſor we to give thankes in all things, 

Beſides, we ect his worſhip; for you ktiow | 
prayeris a part of his worſhip, and the neglect of 
it from day to day, or at any time, when we omit 
it, is a neglect of — and ſervice we ay | 
unto hi „ HM 

And moreover, wee do bot aii änder finne te to 
Iye unforgiven,which i is very dangerous, butalſo 


— mindedneſſe, and to pray, to 
heare the word, and to >keop the Sabbath:for what 


1 Why men de- times fervent in ſpirit ſerving rhe Lordibut becauſe 


ward and zcalops ptoſeſſouts, in former times, 


elſe is the reaſon why thoſe:that have betne for- 


have loft their light, and fallen from their place; I 
ſay,what isthe reaſon of it; when they were ſome. 


er; 


— i 1 


1 Fam 


—— — — 


wi te was not 1 with the fudll of prui- 


— 
3 


— 


| — i in this duty. Therefore we ſay to ſuch, 


| N —— 


N —— of the two; ſo 
| beene ſoyrne, (it may be, many y cares agoe) are 


er . from 
hat 0 ec of feith , which they had obtained, 
find that ir did gommonly ariſe from 


Repent, and Wd dee uus fir ii worte thatis, 
Tx — 1 — that — char 
7 renew d ſtrength 


take heed of cing neglignns, 
duty. Wee have great cauſe to be incouraged to 


ſhalbe loſt bur they come up into r 

And therfore you muſt conſider with your ſelves, 
not onely what you doe for the preſent , but 
what ſtocke of prayers you have rp. Lou 
. 
as well as in preſent money; ſo chere is a certaine 
ſtocke of pra — — — 
— lookes 


thoug N — — 


e prayers that have 


ſuch as will bring in a ſure increaſe. Therefore let 


1 be exborted to be conſtant i in this duty, to be 
—— — herein, tO cominuc in it, watching cherezo 


— now "woo have diſpatched this wee will. 

come tnaghpagſpeme caſes ot conſcionce that fall 

2 in the p oxmance of this duty, which are 
ivers ; 


I 


Firſt , this is one ; Wha ſhall a man judge. af 


Simile. 


Nine caſes of 
conſcience 
concerning 


| prayer. 


E 5 his 


Cue 1, 


- 


— — fl 1 — 
* - * - 


— — 


„6— 


About wan- 
dting thoughts 


ia prayer. 


Anfv. 


I 


{ The cauſe of 
them is weak 
pelle, 


Simile. 


| dis ö poem, when 


EE 


wandring 
e Hera — 
. a e 

ts, to v — nt dion 5 


the eformanee that duty? m 229% 

o this I anſwere, dhe e malt difingnih 
of. =_ cauſe whence theſe wandring Hong 
ari | 

Sometimes they aid; bon mch ben bur 
owne neglect, as from weaknefſe from tempta 
tion; and in ſuch acaſe God layes them ndt ſo 
much to out charge. As for example , one that 
aymes at amarke, and G- ch his beſt to hit the 


marke, yet, if he hath a hand or anarme, that} 


jogge bim white he 


hath ml , or if one 
the fault was not ſo much in him ,it 


3 


do it! ner want 1 
2 e ther it iv his weakeneſſ6 ot it d 
an im ent caſt iti by another: ſo nt hm this 


caſc,this wandring of m ds from a na- 
turull inſirmity and EET r: 
the naue of mai; hich i net I able te 


ſelfe eloſe to ſuch a ſpi — 


x Gedeonfiders — — te at 


are bat : When uweake ſervace goes 
4 buſine h hee — 

litooget , yer tan i wife — Ha the 
ſervant is but weake: in like mender the Tordeon 
ſiders the naturall weakneſſethix wee are ſubject 


| | unto and he deales mercifull with us, in ſuch a 


Co herein a man is as ne bow in 
iS] 


5 on „ — — 2 - 


— 


The Saims ereiſes - 


55 TY hath a 
— 
10 doe it. 
So alſo in the other caſe is, when he is j 
— by another, chat is ,when Satan in- 
ce, E whoivalwaics al 
tim in A in this » God chargeth it 
e neither doth he caſt us off, nor re- 
| becauſe of that. 
Dureh eber ade, when this wandring of ;. 


mind ſhal rife from meer e on our part, 
from profanenefſe, from want of reverence , be- 


we come not to them with that cõſcionablenefſe, 
with that carefulueſſe as wee ſhould dee; in this 
caſe it is a groat ſinne 

anger, when wee pe rforme 


inthat man- 


any reſiſtance. 

— — ar 
oftt, irting thoughts, by ſuffering 
| . — by ſuffering an 
fear upon Ven s 

and caſt it off You know 
. — — — leſſon 
be never io that is it, yet it is 
Brenna the ——— 
and whoſe fault is that ? So, when thou c ef 
to Gov, and ſoffercſ} thy heart to be di 


Ty arme, and therfore | 
though he have a mind 


cauſe we do not intend holy dutics as we ought, | 


— moves the Loyd to 


ner —— —— ſelves 
about it with our ſtrength but ſuffer qur mindes | 
co wander widions 


pered before, and doeſt not looke to keepe i ih in | 


order , that is 1 wil ſin as well . 


= 


—— 


— 


ö 
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& in the very timo of ibe performance, 
by this you may lcarne ,bow to judge 81 


My 


ty, & lik 


ngen S hearts in tune before, to have them teady , as cl 
er. wiſe man hath his heart at hit right hand; that is, he 


runne up and downe in the paſtures wildely , but 
will have him under bridle; ſo wee keepe 
our hearts in frame, that they may be ready todo 
us ſervice in ſuch an holy duty, when we have 
need of them. | = 
| Secondly,we muſt be dili when we come 
to performe the duty, that though our minds do 
wander, yet we may be ready to recall them pre- 
eber ou ſcves 9 ie with all diligence. 50 
tor anſwering of this Rtſt ca.. 
3 bom is, what a man'is to do, when 
a ndes a great indiſpoſition to prayer, ſuch a 
| — — Jeadueſſ> in him , that bee owes 
unaprnefſe ro not how togoeabout the duty, and he thinkes , if 
prayer. © | he do it, it were as good be undone. 1 
| 42/7. 1. Tothis I anſter briefly, that in all ſuch caſes, a 
man is bound notwithſtanding to performe it, let 
his heart be never ſo much out oſtemper, let there | 
be never ſo great a dulneſſe, and of ſi»; 
rit upon him, yet he is bound to doe it. 
ObjeR, Ry, Why. but Jam altogether | 
unnr, ; 


wandring thoughts in the performance of this du... | 
you may ſex how to prevent them. 
{How to pre- | The way to prevent them, is ſirſt, to keepe. 0 


if hath it ready when he hath it to uſe. When |. 
| Simile, man is touſe his horſe, he doth not ſyffer him to 


| Tanſwer,Thata man by ſerting himſelfe 22 | 


: 
1 le Eres m 
— — —— * — * 


XUM 


| 


_ [foitis with the heart, in this cafe , when it is be- 


| any ſinne come, he is ready to be overtaken with 
it, hee is unſit for anything: and therfore, if ever 
che have need to call upon Gog,it is at that time, | 
|: -:Buryou will ſay, It may be Go o will not ac- 


cept it. 

| — anſwer briefly, Although a mans heart be fo | Obie, | 
|-indifpoſedthit when he hank done all he can, 

ſxet hoo canget nolife , hee can get no heat in the | _qyfpp, | 


| 


| (for there may be an helpe , when we perccive it | x Diſrerion. . 


| The Saints 
| the worte ſhall gather a firnefſe,though he were | 
| unfit at the rt. 

nummed, yet by uſing them, they 


——— — 
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— — —— — 


_—_— 


ou know, members that'arebe-| Simile, | 
life and | 
enough; 


heat, and come, in the end, to be nim 


nummed , the very uſing of it makes it fit for the 
duty. You know, wood, though it bee greene, yet, Simile. 
if itbe long blowed, at the length it will be dry, f 
and cake fire; ſo it is with the heart, a man may 
bee long about getting ir on the wing, yet with 
much adoe hee may do it; and therfore he ought gte pray, 
to doe this duty in ſucha caſe , yea, ſo much the | than when de 
rather, becauſe there is never more need of cal- ae e. 
ling upon Go d, than at ſuch a time: for then a a 
man lyes moſt expoſed to temptation, then, if More, 


performatice of ſuch a duty, yet God may accept 
that prayer, as well as that which is moſt fervent, 
And that yon mayunderſtand this aright , you 
muſt take it with this diſtinction: for alwayes 
this dulneſſt and deadnefſe in prayer, comes from 
one of theſe two cauſes: A 
One is, when God withdrawes his one ſpi- Cauſes edu 
rit , that is, withdrawes not his ſpirit altogether; | »<fe. if 


nor 


9. » — 


— — — | a — 


2 


—— 


not) but when bewithdrayes the lĩvelineſſe, and 
quickneſſe of his 8 in this caſe, if we doe 
our duty, if wee doe the beſt wee can, the Lord 
doth accept ĩt, though hee hath not vouchſafed 
ſuch inlargement of our hearts, though he hath 
not powred out his ſpirit upon us, in the perfor- 
mance of the duty, as at other times but the gives 


adventure is ſo great as at other times; yet I ſay, 
when ir ariſeth from his own withdrawing of that 
fitneſſe, and wee our ſelves are not negligent 
(which is the other cauſe)but endeavour as much 
as we can to doe our heſt, in this caſe God 
the will for the deed,as I have often ſaid to you that 
rule alway holds good , when the impediment is 
ſuch as we cannot remove, when the dulneſſe of 
ſpirit is ſuch as it is not in our power to remove 
it, chough we have uſed our utmaſt dili vin 
that caſe it is no hinderance. And 
greatcomfort untous that we have uſed our dili- 
in this duty, and have imployed our beſt 


done, yet G o our prayers, as well as if 
— performed in a more lively and fer- 


| | vent manner. 


The next caſo is, what a man is to doe after he 
hath committed ſome great ſinne, aſtet he hath 
wounded his conſcience, whether then, notwith- 
ſtanding hee muſt come, and keepe his conſtant 


courſe in —— — 
a | 


he ſhall beſo $tocome into Gods 
after he hath ſo exceedingly offended him. 


a ſecret helpe, that perhaps we fcelenot,nor per- 


reitis a- 


rength to quicken our hearts, though it be not 


To! 


— MS. _ — hs. —_—— — 


-_ 


1 85 Gals Hef. 


| : 
” . 


Hochs Lanfwere , that a man iᷣ bound (nbt- 


ſtanely in prayer and not to omit it, not to kee 
off, not — it. And my ground for it is be- 
cauſe this is a duty, it is a charge that G bath 
laid upon all, to Pray continually ; that is , at the 
leaſt twice a day, as we ſhewedbefore,to kee 
2 conſtant courſe in it. Now it is eertaine, our fai- 
ing in ono thing anuſt not excuſe us in another: 
when the duty lyes on us, wee have nodiſpenſati- 
on to bee negligent in it; and therefore wee are 
9 
8 er this, that a particular offence 
Acrknorofogd ſo much, — ene 
to G op, as if wee grow to a generall rebellion 
againſt him, As, put the caſe, à childe commirs 
a 87cat offence againſt his father, por,ifhe runne 


to him e particular offence: 


—_—— 


e „And to give over calling upon 
7 — off — cognate * 
ta him, to runge away in om his houſe, and: (avir 
were) to be — over all his — 
and a conſtant coutſt of. obedience to him, this 
18.8 feed | 

ticular , yea ſycha narriage;after ſinne commin- 
ted, mois & ao 


— nn AM. „ lt, — 


_ 


gent, rebellious carriage,aftcr an offence, moves a 


. — 
be it what it will bee, ) to keepe this courſe con- robe a.. 


bor nerall xebellion nauſt needes be more than | 


mir than tha find it | 
ſelle: as many times che contomptuous, negli- 


; 


eber unden pen: n einn the fer 


ticular * | 


— 
* = 


In this-caſe. 
prayer is not 


Qed, 
Reaſon 5 


It is Gods 
command. | 


Note. 


Reaſon 2. 
Neglect in chi 
is worſe cha, 
the finae why 
committee 
fene. 
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— — TY. his eonſcience, 

he . breach there — will yon have 
that breach lye open? is not tharvery dangerous? 
is not that the way to in more ſinne, and to 
ſuffet thoſe good thi chat that are in the heart 
to ſicale our ? I will give you but one inſtance for 
| this; You ſee, S. Petey, when he had committed 


— inne, in his Maſter, and forfwea- 
of him too | yer becaulo hee came i in preſent- 
ly, and re pays. for pardon, (as you 


know he did,) he was graciouſly reſerved from 
running into further * or hee made up 
che gappe , hee made up the breach by hi tro 
repentance. 

"Weeſee,on theother fide , when David had 
$2 cnddhd wet 


that we doit ,though 
— ts come, 


: fired , 
— lan, 


eser on ener eee r r 


— — — vp—— 
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the-heart commonly goes more hard in Gin by 4 
continuance ; the conſcience is more tender im- | Sraying for be- 
racdiarly-after the ſinne is committed, than it is | ***af<r fone} 
afterwards, and when thou ſta for more hu- | become more 
mility thou finde&icfſe: And therefore, while | unf: | 
the wound _— ,and when the fire hath ta- 
ken newly hold, it is then beſt to h it, be- 
fore the wound befeftered, before it hath conti- 
nued{o 4 forthe hoart will grow worſe and 
wotſe, an Heb; 3 12. Tutte bee th you be not Heb. 3. 13, T 
| bardened through th decrefaleeſſe of fome' The 


is this, when you commit a ſinne, you 


Lit you ſtay awecke, or a fortaight | 


| 2 | 
that is,do ir vreſently, for Gnaewill deveive you; 4 

it wilhhanlen your heart before you beaware., it _ 
will make a diſtance berween d- and you, it will | 
take you off from him ic will leade you further | 
| 


| 2s 


— 


11 


on: and therefore rake heed that your hearts bee 
not hardened through the deceitfulneſſe of ſinne, 
chat ſintia doe not deceive you , which it will doe Is [ 
it before —— Sinile, | 
— —— 1 
* little, it is beſt to ſtop them 
— — —— — them, they will make the ! 
you bee unable to f 

| top them; — hen you have com- | 
| mired a great fit, come in ſpeedily , before the | | 
{wound grow incurable, 1 
f: — ;ſhalla man come into | ObjeF, 

. eee, wil | 

e 


7•.— — 
_ 
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Anſw.. 
We muſt come 
to God with a 
- | diſpoſition 
turned from 
inne. ; 


| 


ficient ? 


filed himſelfe with ſome great ſinne; is not this 
an unreverent thing 0 97; L 

I anſwer briefly; itis very true, ifthou be bold 
to come into du preſence with the ſame diſpo- 
ſition where with the ſinne wis committed, with 
a minde ſo ſaſhioned, and ſo framed, inthat caſe 
thou doeſt exceedingly provoke him, this is a ve- 


ry high degree of proianeneſſo: and therefore , | 


when wee ſay; thou muſt come in, and keepe a 
conſtant coufſe in prayer notwithſtanding , the 
meaning is , you muſt come in with a diſpoſition 
tumed aſide from your fins , and brought home 
to G op, with a minde to abhorre that which is 
evill , and to cleave to that which is good, there 
muſt bee this converſion of the minde to him, 
thou muſt not come in with the ſame diſpoſiti- 
on, that muſt be altered. So much ſhall ſerve for 


the anſtrer to this oa 


Another caſe is , whether wee may uſe a ſer 
forme of prayer; and likewiſe whether it be ſuf- 


| I need not ſay much bor Ethinke there 


is none here that doubt of it, bur that a ſer forme 


of prayer may be uſed: you know ,:Chriſt pre- 
f 4 forme, you know, there were certaine 
Pſalmes that were prayers , that were uſed con- 
ſtancly , and rherceftorerhere is no doubt but that 
a ſer forme may be uſcd, for we have thoſe and o- 
ther examples for it: And in the Church, at all 
times, both in the primitive times, and all al 

tothe beginning of the reformed times, to Luther 
and Calvins time, ſtill in * 


— ET - * 
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22 8 and ptaies: ſo chat there is a bounding, & 
ſtraitning, anda limiting of thoſpirit to him. And 


Freer 


GAS 4. ˙ ; —— ͤ OI 
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hed ter tormes they uled, and 1 know no obje- 
ion againſt it of weight. One maine objeRion 
is this: 

That in ſtinted prayer the ſpirit is ſtraitned 
| when a man is tyed to a forme, then hee ſhall 
have his ſpirit (as it were) bounded and limited, 
that he cannot goe beyond that which is pre 
ſeribed; and therefore, ſay they, it is reaſon a 
man ſhould bo leſt to more libertie, (as hee is 
in conceĩved prayers, ) and not tyed to a ſtrict 
forme. Er 

To this I anſwer , even thoſe men that are a- 

| inſt this, 2 that = this reaſon, — — the 
ame ily in the c ion: for when 
— praes — is mir freaks to him thar 
heares it: I ſay, it is a forme to him; for put the 
caſe, that he which is an hearer, and doth attend 


another ,luppoſe theriris ſſ bee more 
— ty ry ttrairning to him, 


— — li- 
berty to goe out, he is bound to ket pe his minde 
intent upon that which the other — : And 
therefore, if that were a ſufſiciedt teaſon q that a 
wan might nat uſe a ſer forme, becguſe the ſpirit 
is ſtraitned a man ſhould not heare another pray 
( it be a conceived prayer)becauſe,in that 
caſe, his ſpirit is limited; it may bee, the hearer 
hath a larger heart (a great deale) than hoo that 


therefore that reaſon oennot be good. 
Ageine, Ianſwer, thongh the ſpirit be limited, 


Object. 


Anſw. I. 
They chat ob · 


ject againſt a 
et forme of 


| do the 


ame thing, 


Note. 


Anſw. 2. 


1 . he hath a liberty > o- 


ther 
— —  _ — — — — — 


beriy at other 
times. 


Mo —_ 


V Ve have li- 


| =P 


— 


w—— 


| 


' 


| 


| 


2 A ˙ „ ˖ͤ — FUE. TT OOO TE RETRY” 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


Oueſt. 
a ſet 


forme may be 
uſed in pray er, 
yet chat alone 
is not ſuffici- 
ent. 


Anſw. 


ther times, to pray as freely as he will in private 
at that 


| and therefore he is not ſo tied, but thoug 


1 


Anſw. 3. | 
The ſpirit is | 
not reſtrained, 
in a ſer forme | 
of prayer, 


| 


time in the congregation he be, yet it is no gene- 


rall tye; at another time, or immediatly aſter, 


he may de as free as he will in ſecret.. 

Againe, I anſwer, it is not a bound, or reſtraint 
of the ſpirit, becauſethere is a tye of words; for 
the largeneſſe of the heart ſtands not ſo much in 
the multitude and variety of expteſſions, as in the 
extent of the affection: now then the heart may 
be very large, for all that; though he be tyed in 
words, yet there is not a tye upon the affection, 
that may be extended more, in putting up the 
ſame petition , when another mans ĩs more ſtrai- 
ned:t 
And this is enough to ſatisfic that caſe hat 
forme of prayer muſt be uſed, Walt 
| But now, if you us whether that be ſuffici. 
ent? whether a man may thinke ; if he havo been 
preſent at publike Prayer, (which is a commen- 
dable and religious thing to uſe conſtantly)T ſay, 

whethbercharbe ſuſſicient ??: 
My Beloved, this is a matter of ſome moment, 
to confider what wes ouglit to dec in this cafe , 
for we may be deteived in it, and I anſwer plain- 
ly „It is not ſufficient : A man that is diligent in 
publike 3; non chat keepes them morning and 

evening, if hee thinkos now hee hath diſcharg 
his duty, he is in a very great errout: and cis is 
the reaſon, becauſe they are not ſufficient: Indeed; 
they ought tobe uſed conſtantly ; for God is Wor- 
{ ſhipped in thẽʒ & it is a more divine worſhip,for | 
when 


a ſer 


4 


_— 


| 


efore there is no tye, and limit upon that. 


| 


| 
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| when Go v is honoured before many (as a man, 


| which cannot bee conſeſſdd in publike prayer, 
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when there are many ſpectators, more honour is 
done to him)it is a greater honour,which is when 
men joyne in this worſhip, Many other reaſons 
might be produced for it, but that is not the 
thing, I am now upon, to commend it to you; but 
I ay, it is not ſufficient, although it ought to bee 
done, becauſe there are many particular ſinnes , 


there are many particular wants, which in publike 
prayer you cannot unfold, and open, or expreſſe 
unto the Lord. 
-  Againe, the end of a ſet forme of prayer is to 
bean helpe for the private, (for the publike it is 
another caſe) a helpe that one may ule that is yet 
exceeding weake: a child, that cannot goe , may 
have a prop to helpe it, but wee muſt not alway 
bee children, wo muſt noralway uſo that helpe. 
Beſides, ve muſt confidet this, that there is no 
man that hath any worke of grace in his heart, but 
he is enabled in ſome meaſure to pray, without a 
ſet forme of prayer, he is able to expreſſe his de- 
fires to Gop in private, one way or other: There 
was never any man in any entreame want but he 
knew how to expreſſe himſelſe, where he had li- 
berty to ſpeake ſoit is in this caſe, 

. Beſides, the —— a man hach greater liber. 
ſonle to the Loyd, as Hannaſaith , 1 Sam. 1. which 
in publike hee cannordoe freely : there are many 
particular mercies, which hee hath cauſe to bee 
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The end why 
prayeris uſed. and worldly mind 


- Caſe 5. 


About ung 


ihe * 
— | ther he be 


dure in ſecret 


prayer. 
Anſi. 


— — —— — 


Beſides there is a patticularpaites that a man 


f is to take with his heart, from day to day,which | 


in the publike common petitions, hee is not able 
to doo: for, Beloved. ;know this chat the prayer 
' whichj js required fromday to day, is not ſo much 


the performance of the duty, the doing of the 


| taske , but the end is to — the heart in order; 

forit ſinti i luſts grow it, and diſtempers , 
5 the end of this duty 
anc, torenew repentance 
re is a 


is to worke them out 
againe; and when t 


good deſires be in to languiſh, to renew, and re- 
cover them, — ſuellto them: and his is not 
done by the performance of the e onely. 
And therefore, Iſay, though you performe it 
in your families „ and meet in the Congrega- 
tion, you muſt not 'thinks that chis is enough, 


"abs any 
anche 


gaive, thisi is another Caſe, whata man is to 


yate;performance. of this dury,whe. 
— to uſe his vaice >: whe- 


——2 — ta ſuch a kinde of 

ture 7 | 

5 I anſwer this briefly, 1 there is no great dit. 
| — — abeneſore I paſſe them 

ſovet) yr the geſimre in: ꝓublikt, there is more 
| —— bee ta — is a publike 


pen worthip of Goo; and therefore in 

E tho geſture is alray robereveretit. Von 

| ow how often i i is is repeaied, (iv he ld Tea 
0 


ulneſſe of 


. | the covenant , when grace growes weake , when 


for you are hound to & private performance of 


"—_— 
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worſbipped, and ſo Chyift looked up to heaven, aul 
kneeled domue, and the reſt with him, and prayed, 
and many ſuch like expreſſions you have mentio- 
nedin the Scriptures ; where you have prayer 
mentioned in publike, ſtill you ſhall finde an ex. 
preſſion of ſome reverent geſture ; therfore when 
we appeare before the Lord in the publike per. 
formance of this duty , eſpeciall care muſt bee 
taken hereunto, In the private, the caſe is diffe. 
rent, there variety of geſtures may be uſed, and 1 
do not ſee but all manner ofgeſtures may beuſed, 
there are many examples for walking, and lying, 
and ſitting; onely this is to be taken heed to, that 
even in private, as farre as may be, the geſture be 
ſuch, as may both expreſſe the inward reverence 
in the heart for elſe of the outward man, I ſee not 
but there is a liberty in that; And indeed I thinke 
this is the beſt rule in private, that that geſture be 
uſed, that doth moſt quicken, & doth helpthe du- 
ty moſt, Some geſture may bring a dulneſſe, and 
indiſpoſition, when another may quicken the bo. 
dy, & make it more fit for prayer: ſometimes ly- 
ing is inconvenient , and ſometimes more conve- 
nient: And therefore, in this caſe, the beſt rule is 
to uſe that geſture, which quickens moſt , which 
helpes moſt the duty. Some geſtures may breed a 
wearineſſe in the body, ſome may breed a dul- 
neſſe; ſome are painefull to the body: allthis isa 
hindrance tothe duty , when as the change of it 
may quicken and helpe it forward. 

| Now for the voice, I ſay , for that, (as for the | 
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That geſture 
is to be uſed in 
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| 
lohan 4. 24. 


| Angels how 
they ſpeake to 
God, and one 


another. 


Why the voice 


is uſed in 


praycr,. 


the Lord, ſo dotht 


eſture) it is not ſimply required: fer God i; a ſpi- 
. he will be wo —— in ſpirit. Men that <a 
cares, and bodies, they muſt have men ſpeake to 
them: but God, that is a ſpirit , delights in that 
which is like himſelfe ; and therefore all his eye 
is upon the inward behaviour of the ſpirit, Be- 
ſides the ſpirit may ſpeake to God,when the voice 
doth not, as, you know, the Angels ſpeake to God, 
and they ſpeake one to another, The Schoolemen 
have great diſputes about the ſpeech of Angels , 
but this they agree in, that one Angel ſpeakes to 
another after this manner : When any one hath a 
conceit in his mind of any thing, with a will that 
another ſhould underſtand it, & that God ſhould 
underſtand ir , that is enough for the expreſſion 
of it ; ſo is it with the ſpirit ofa man , when hee 
hath ſuch a petition in his heart , in his minde , 
and there is a deſire in his will, that Cop ſhould 
underſtand that petition , that 1s an offering it up 
to the Lord it is as true a ſpeaking to the Lordꝭ as 
when you deliver it by an outward voice, for the 
ſpirit agrees with the Angels, fo farre as it is a 
ſpirit, and as they ſpeake one to another, and to 
ſpirit of man; though in- 
deed the tongue be tobe uſed, as it is ſaid 7am. 3. 
9. Therewith bleſſe we God , and therewith ſhould 
we pray among others, and before others, and 
ſpeake before others: bur when there is any cauſe 
to uſe the voice in private, it is this, as farre as it 
may quicken the heart, (as I ſaidof geſture) and 
as farre as thereby wee may keepe our thoughts 


from wandring. H the voice were not uſed, per- 
| 4 haps, | 


„ — - - 


XUM 


* 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. © ö 87 


haps , the thoughts would bee ſubje@ to more | 
wandring , and wee ſhould not be ready to take 
notice of them, but they would ſlip before wee } 
are aware; and refs when the voice is 
uſed it maſt bee to keepe in the thoughts. 
In ſome caſes, to omit the voice is more 
convenient, when it may draw any 
other inconveniency; but that is 
left to every mans particu- 
lar caſe, as he ſhall finde 
the uſe of it to hin- 
der him , or fur- 
ther him. And 
ſo much ſhall 
ſerve for this 


Caſe, 


+ 
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Caſe 6, 
About want of 
lraſure to pray 
by reaſon of 
preſent buh- 
neſſes tobe 
ſpeedily diſ- 
patched, 


| 


| 


FOVRTH 


longer, and ſometimes ſhorter, Our Saviour 


— 


SERMON. 


— 


I TRESs. 5. 17. 
Pray continually; 


Nother Caſe of conſcience inthe- 
buſineſſe of prayer is, what a man 
is to doe, when hee is ina ſtrait of 
time, by reaſon of ſome weighty 
bulineſle, that requires a quicke 
and ſudden diſpatch , and gives him not the lea- 
ſure and liberty that otherwiſe hee might have 
had ? * 

To this I anſwer, you ſhall finde, that in Scrip- 
tures the prayers of Saints have beene ſometimes 


Canis r, you know, ſometimes ſpent a whole 


night. 
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night in prayer; Surely he did not take ſo much 
time alwayes , and no doubt, wee have liberty 
ſometimes to be longer, ſometimes ſhorter, ac- 
cording as our occaſions will permit. But yet this 
you muſt remember, that though the buſineſſe 
bee great, yet that buſineſſe that concernes the 
ſalvation of our ſoules , and the worſhip of God, 


| 


[89 


is greater: Andthefefore, before and above all o- 
ther ſervices, this is ſtill to be preferred; for it is a 
buſineſſe of greater moment: take heed then you 
give a juſt weight to your buſineſſe, and not ſuf- 
fer every ſmall occaſion that comes in to thruſt 
out this duty; for heere you keepe not the due 
proportion, but neglect the greater, and take the 


leſſe. 
Beſides, doe you not ſay, when you have great 
buſineſſe in hand, that a man muſt have a dining 


not ſay as well, A man muſt have a praying time; 
is it not neceſſary > You know what Jol ſaith, 


| 


you know the courſe that he kept in reading the 


word, (for that is cleerely meant in that place,) 
It was more pretiou to him than his appointed food 
that is, he had rather omit his uſuall meales, (ſor 
that he meanes by his _ food) than to omit | 
a conſtant courſe in performing thoſe holy duties. 
Therefore, I ſay, it ought carefully to bee rooke | 
heed of, that wee omit it not except it be in a ve- 
ry great ſtrait; which if it ſhould happen, we may 
be ſhort in it, God tyes us not ſo exactly you ſee, 
for no rules are ſer down in the Scriptures, wher- 
in we are tyed preciſely to ſuch an houre, to ſuch 

| a time. 


| 


* 
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cerning ſalva- 
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ferred before 
outward bus 
ſinc ſſe. 


N 
We ſhould al- 


lot time for 
payer, as well 


time, and a ſleeping time, &c. Why may wee 4 for other 


duſineſſe. 
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I Courions - 
bout ſhortnes 


of prayer in 
great ſtrai 


wayes. 
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— 


Caution 1. 
Husband time 
Vell tuo 


ney, and 


a time, but. Ged in mercy, and in wiſdome, hath 
left it to our liberty: only obſerve this is the com- 
mand, Pray continually, doe it exceeding often, at 
the leaſt, keepe a conſtant courſe in it, (as wee 
heard before) though you ſhould be the ſhorter 
init, - 
Now let theſe five Cautions bee obſerved : 
Firſt, take heed that the ſtraitning come not 
from your ill husbandry,that is, from your ill huſ- 
banding of time; for, if a man were carefull to re- 
deeme time before, (it may be) hee need not bee 
put to ſuch a ſtrait as he is at that time, hen he is 
to performe this duty. Suppoſe you have a jour- 
ney to go, that requires much time, and you muſt 
bee gone early; you may ſo husband the time be- 
fore, that you may get time enough for your jour- 
— of this duty: and ſo 
for other bu 2 ſaid in the morning, you 
ſhould labour to ſequeſter your ſelves ro 
forme this duty of prayer,and therefore take heed 
you be good ſtewards of your time , and that you 
husband it well. a 
And likewiſe, this is another part of husban- 
ding your time, that you let not that which is 
very precious, goe for things of ſmall moment; 
for that is ill husbandry. Vou ſhould redeeme the 


time, and buy it with the loſſe of ſomething. You 


finde time enough to beſtow in the weightieſt 


buſineſſe of your calling, in things that belong to 


the good of man, much more ſhould you in this 
that belongs to the worſhip of Go: And there- 
fore, if it may be, redeeme it with ſome loſſe; ſo 

you 
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you ought to husband it, otherwiſe you redeeme 
not time as you ought. This is the firſt Caution 
that ought to bee obſerved , to husband and re- 
deeme the time well. 

The ſecond is, if wee be ſtraitned at any time, 
recompence it at another time: for if it be not a 
feined excuſe and pretence, if you frame not to 
your ſelves a ſtraitning, when you have liberty, 
you will be carefull to ſpend more time in it ar 
another ſeaſon; by that you ſhall know your ſince. 
rity in it, that it is true, and that it is not an ex. 
cuſe, and a putting off. 

Moreover, another Caution to be obſerved is, 
that you take not too much buſineſſe upon you: 
if you be ſtraitned with buſineſſe, and therefore 
cannot be ſo large in the performance of this du- 
tie, as otherwiſe you would if you did not take 
ſo much upon you, your ſelves are the cauſe of it. 
And therefore, he that rakes leſſe, he that ſpends 
more time in the things that belong to ſalvation, 
he hath made the better choice as Afary made a 
better choice than Atartba, though her imploy- 
ment alſo were good. 

Likewiſe, as you muſt not peſter your ſelves 
with too much buſineſſe, ſo likewiſe you muſt 
take care, that your mindes be not too much in- 
tent upon them; for too much intention of minde 
upon buſineſſe, cauſeth diſtraction in prayer, and 
cauſerh us to poſte over the duty, as well as too 
much buſineſſe: when a mans minde ſhoots it 
ſelfe too farre in buſineſſe, when it is too much 


I A 


Recompence 
it another 


time. 


Caution 3. 


Be not too 
intent upon 
buſine ſſe. 


occupied about it , when it is too much intent, 
when 
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Caution 4. 
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Anſw. 

{ Reaſons why 
meanes muſt 
be uſed. 
Reaſon 1. 
Elſe our de- 
fires are not 
good. 


when the ſoulecleaves too faſt upon the buſines, 
and cannot looſe it ſelſe to the performance of 
ſpirituall duties which require freedome. 

The laſt Caution is, that the ſtrait riſe not from 
diffidencein God; and confidence inthe uſe of the 
meanes; for it falls out of times when wee have 
buſineſſe of moment in hand, there is a turning, 
and poſting from one creature to another, from 
the uſe of one meanes to another, that wee can- 
not get time in prayer, not ſo much for want ſim- 


ply, but becauſe we minde the meanes too much, 


we intend them too much, we doe not truſt Gos 
enough with the buſineſſe; if we did, we might 
ſpend leſſe time in them, and more in ſeeking to 
him. So much for that Caſe. 

Another Caſe of conſcience in this buſineſſe 
of calling upon Gov is, What a man is to doe 


for the uſe of the meanes ? fdr when wee are bid 


to pray, and ſeeke to Cod, it is an ordinary 
queſtion amongſt us; But may wee not uſe the 
meanes too? | 

To this I anſwer , That prayer i ſo fare from 
excluding the meanes, that it includes them; 
for if the deſire bee fervent , when wee defire 


any _ at Geds hands, it will make us dili- 


gent in the uſe of the meanes, ro uſe a conveni- 
ent diligence, as it will make youearneſt in ſeek. 
ing to God, and in putting up your requeſt to him, 
For, if a man ſhall pray, and bee negligent in 
the uſe of the meanes , I will bee bold to ſay it; 


it is but like the deſire ofthe ys dee is, a 
languiſhing,and fainting deſire: Hge deſires, but 


his 
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gained, to reſiſt thoſe corruptians and tetnpra- 
tions; certainely his deſires ave — 


—_— .es 


his ſoule hath nothing, for he deſires, but he puts 
his hand into his boſome : the deſires which 
you expreſſe, when you pray, they are not fer. 
— not if you bee remiſſe in 
the uſe of the- meanes. Hee that deſires grace , 
and ſtrength againſt ſinſull luſts and rempracion , 
and yet is remiſſe in the uſe of the meanes, by 
which grace ſhould bee increaſed, and ſtrength 


emptie deſires. 

| Beſides, it is an argument that wee truſt not 
in Gop., that wee make no accompt of our 
prayers, except wee bee diligent in the uſe otthe 
meanes, therefore wee are farre from excluding 
them; for, if you ſeeke . 
to your prayers, and thinke wi . 
vellewich — No it will worke this effect, — 
you will be carefull to uſe ſuch meanes, as Go 
hath ordained tobring che thing to paſſe. Even 
as, if a man ſeeke toa Phyſitian, to ſuch a Phy- 
ſitian as hee cruſts to, into whoſe hands hee 
would put his life x when this Phyſitian pre- 
ſcribes ſuch a courſe, ſuch a dyet, and ſuch a 
thing to bee taken at ſich a time, the more hee 
reſts upon the Phyſitian , the more carefull hee 


Simile, . | 


will bee to obſerve his. prefcription and rules: 
And ſo, inthis caſe, the more you reſt on Gad, 
the more careſull you will be to uſe ſuch meanes 
as hre hath appointed , When hee hath ſaid, 
theſe and theſe meanes are to bee uſed, In this 


caſe, I ſay, it is a ſigne your prayers are aged 
MT to 
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Reaſon 4. 


— 


them, when you dare not ſleight nor neglect 
them. | 

Againe, you muſt conſider this, that when we 
pray, at any time, wee doe not pray to have a 
ny thing done without meanes; but wee pray to 
have a bleſſing upon the meanes; and, if we pray 
for a ble ſſing upon the meanes, our minde is not 
that they ſhould be omitted: for, you know , God 
doth all things by ſecbnd cauſes, he ſaves us not 
without our ſelves, that is, he uſeth us as inſtru- 
ments, he doth every thing by men, by crea- 
tures, and by meanes; and the end of our prayers 
is, not to have them done without meancs but to 
have a bleſſing powred downe upon them. But 
that which is chicfly to be obſerved tocleere this 
point to you is this; That prayer is not the onely 
meanes 5 is but part of the meanes to bring any 

to 


bs 


oy ings to effect a buſineſſe, that 


the other makes up the totall meanes of 


and the uſe of the meanes. This is e 
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ſerved 


to putpoſe, when you ate diligent in theuſe of 


is, prayer and meanes both: we doe not ſay pray- 
er is — indeed, then the other 
were excluded ; but ſince it is but a part, and 


thing to paſſe, it doth not exclude them, 
— may — joyned together, prayer 
to 


ſhew that we may uſe meanes, we may pray, and 
lay our hand on the plough, wee may ſeeke to 


elſe. Zut now three Cautiom are to be ob- 
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The firſt is, That, if wee doe uſe meanes,wee 
ſhould uſe thoſe that are right; for it you truſt 
God, and depend upon him, you will not ſte 
out to any inordinate meanes, nor uſe lawfull 
meanes in an inordinate manner: If you doe ſo , 
it is an argument that your prayers are of no 
value in your owne eſteeme, for you doe not reſt 
on Go», which if you did, you would never 
— any other meanes, than hee hath appoin- 
ted. 5 

Secondly, though you uſe the meanes, and 
pray both, yet you muſt ſo uſe the meanes and 
prayer both, as that your confidence reſts not only 
thereupon: tor iris one thing to uſe the meanes, & 
it is another thing to have confidence in them. 
And therfore we ſay to you in this caſe, that you 


— 


muſt doe as he that uſeth the light of the Sun; he | 
ſd uſeth the light, as that he hath an eye upon the 
Sun whom that light comes; for he knowes, | 
that if the Sun were ſet, the light would be gone. 
Or as he that takes water in a Ciſterne, or River, 
he ſd takes it, as that he hath an eye to the foun- 
_ * knowes A the — ſtop- 
„the River wou up: 
you ſhould thinke with — ſelves, if 1 ole any 
meanes , any creature, any inſtrument to bring 
things to paſſe, mine eye muſt be upon God: for 
all the helpe that we have from the creature, it is 
but as a beame to the helpe that comes from God 
himſelfe. And therefore you muſt doe in this 
caſe, as Phyſitians are wont to doe, they put ma- 
| oy ingredients into a ching, but it is one princi- 
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Caution 2, 
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pall ingredient , amongſt the teſt, that he makes 


account will cure the diſeaſe: So doe in this caſe, 


make uſe, both of praier, & of the mranes, yet you 
muſt know, that neither ptayer nor the meanes 
are the principall effecter of the thing, but the 
principall meanes, indeed wherein your conſi- 
dence is to be, is Gov that doth bring every thing 
to paſſe: There is no good in the City, nor no 
evill, but he doth it; you knom hee takes all to 
himſclfe, All the meanes, by which goed and 


ill is conveyed to you, doe not doe the thing, 


they are but the vebicula ,they are but the inſtru- 


ments; as the beere and the wine wherein the | 


Phyſicke is taken, but it is the Phyſicke and 
the medicine that eures; So all the meanes 
cannot doe it , it is the helpe and the power 
of Gop, the efficacie that comes from him, 
that brings things co paſſæ; cherefare that muſt 
be remembred, uſe the meanes continually , 
but with dependance upon Gos, with an eye 
upon him, let not your hearts reſt upon them 
onely ; for, ift — of 
them. 10 | "> 110 
LTaſtly, you mult take heed of ſticking in any 


particular meanes; for if you doe, it is a ſigne 


that you truſt not G ov as you ought to doe. It 
is a fault commonly, we pitch upon ſuch a parti- 
cular way, and we thinke that muſt doe it, orno· 
thing. Now if G op be truſted to, he hath more 
waies to the wood than one, he hath more meanes 
tobting a thing to paſſe than one: And therefore 
wee muſt leave it to him, who often doth it beſt 
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by another meanes than we dreamed of. As for | 
example, David had a promiſe of the Kingdome, 
Now, when he had the —— of Judah, yet 
you know, the Kingdome of I ſrael ſtood out: for 
Iſbboſheth had the Kingdome , and Abner was his 
chiefe Captaine:beſides, in his comming into his 
Kingdome of Iudab, we ſee how God wrought the 
buſineſſe, without his device, by a meanes , that 

hee never thought of, in that battell, when Saul 
was killed, and ſo many of his ſonnes, there was 
lo much way made for him, when himſelfe uſed 
no meanes to bring it t paſſe. Aſterward when 
the Kingdome of 7ſraeÞwas kept from him, and 
he had onely Iudab, wee ſee, God cauſed diviſion 
between 1ſbboſherh,and Abner his chieſe Captain, 
upon that comes A bner, and offers to David the 


led enemy; and what Abner might have done, 
he knew not. Therefore, Godby his providence , 
{chough ab ſinned in it,) cauſed Adneyto be ta- 
ken away by Jeab : when this was done , yet Iſb- 
boſbeth was alive ſtill ; then were there two men 
ſer by the providence of G o p, (though it were a 
great ſinne in them) to take away his head; and 
ſo the Kingdome came wholly to David: for, 
there were but two ſonnes, Mephiboſheth, that 
was lame of his feet, and I ſhboſbeth, that was lame 
in his minde, a weake man, unable to mannage 
| a 

ſo great and weighty a buſineſſè to purpoſe : So 
God brought the buſineſſe to paſſe by a way that 
David thought not of. Therefore, though wee 


whole Kingdome , but yet he was but a reconci- | 


(ap uſe meanes , yet, afterthe uſe of them , wee 
H muſt 
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| muſt depend upon God, and leave it to Gd, to 
take one meanes, or other. We muſt doe in this 
caſe, as we doe when we goe to a man, that is ve- 
ry skilfull to doe a worke for us: If wee goe to a 
Carpenter, and tell him we have ſuch a thing to 
be done; or, if we goe to thoſe that we call Agua 
rioli, that bring water from place to place, we tell 
him, this is our deſire; but how he will worke , 
and which way he will bring it to paſſe, we know | 
not, and yet we truſt ſuch an one, for we ſay, He 
is an honeſt man of his word, and if hee have un- 
dertaken it, it is enough: Why then will you not 
truſt God, that goes ſo much beyond us, that hath 
an infinite wiſdome, and an infinite power > And 
therefore let us all ſo uſe the meanes , that with- 
all wee keepe our dependance upon him, that we 
leave it to him, to uſe this or that meanes as it 
pleaſeth him for ſometimes, ic may be, he takes 
a way that which wee are about, ſometimes hee 
leaves us partly deſtitute, and findes a way of his, 
one, that we might truſt to him, and bee confi. 
dent of his r and wiſdome, in thathe is able 
todoe the thing we deſire.So much likewiſe ſhall 
ſerve for this Caſe. 

Another Caſe is, What it is to pray in faith? 
g | You know that is required. Now is a com- 
mon errour in this point: for a man may ſay , It I 
pray for the ſalvation of another, I have no pro- 

miſe , how can I pray in faith? When a man 
prayes to bee guided in ſuch a buſineſſe, to have 
ſuch an enterpriſe to bee brought to paſſe, to 
have deliverance from ſuch a trouble, ſuch a fick- 


eſſe , 
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be done. 


1 beſt for mee, in ſuch a 


neſſe, from ſuch a calamity , that he lyes under, 
he findes no particular promiſe, and for ought he 
knowes , it ſhall never be granted: How can hee 
then be ſaid to pray in fairh>For, to pray in faith 

is to belceve that the thing we pray for ſhall be 
brought to paſſe and accompliſhed. 


as the promiſe goes. Now no particular man hath 
any particular promiſe, that hee ſhall have ſuch a 
— that hee ſhall have ſuch a particular 
mercy granted himʒ and therefore it is not requi- 
red to beleeve that that particular thing ſhould 


But you will ſay , What faith is it then that is 
required? - ' 

ſay , it is enough to beleeve that Goo is a 
Father , that hee is ready to heare ,and not one- 
hee is ready to heare , but that he is rea- 


ly that 

particular: for both are required, that you be- 
leeve him to bee well — towards — „ as 
a Father, as one that tenders your good; and 
not onely ſo , but that hee will doe that , in that 
particular , that ſhall bee moſt for his owne glo- 
ry, and for your good: and, if you doe ſo, you 
pray in faith ; though (for the particular) you 
— = , * it ſhall be granted, or — — 

if we had a particular iſe, as Elias 

that it ſhould not — &c. 2 were 
bound to beleeve in particular, but not having 
that, wee are not tyed unto it: for the pro- 


Ianſwer, that to pray in faith, is to goe as farre 


miſe is the object of faith , and the habit is 
25 H 2 not 
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Anſw. 
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+4 F our prayers 
de not Bran- 
24 ted we miſtake 


I for that. 


not to worke N the object; for the object 
is the rule, and the limit of the habit:therfore you 
may pray in faith, when yet you have no ground 
to beleeve, and to thinke, that that particular 
thing ſhould bee granted. For example , if a 


be Sams. 7. 
f 


| father pray, that his ſonne may have grace 


- wrought in his heart, that his ſoule may bee ſa- 


| ved, it may bee the Lo n v will never doe it; or, 


if one friend pray for another tothe ſame purpoſe, 
though the thing be not done, yet the 22 re- 

turnes into his boſome, hee is no loſer by it, 
there is a reward belongs to him, for ſeeking to 
God in ſincerity, it ĩs his duty, that hee ſhould do 
ſo. The like I may ſay for every other particular 
caſe, And this encouragement you may have,that 
there is never any particular prayer put up,wher- 
in you ſeeke things that are not granted, but you 
miſtake in it; for, ifyoubelee ve thus farre , as I 
ſaid to you, bee ſure that your prayers are ac- 
cepted, Gd will doe that which is beſt for you, 
and your prayers ſhall not bee loſt, So much alſo 


The laſt cauſe. is, How ſhall a man know whe- 
ther his prayer be heard, or not ? 


heard: if you finde that at any time, ybu need 


For anſwer to this wee. will give you this One! 
rule, (and that is as farre as wee can goe) That 
thoſe prayers. that are made by the aſſiſtance of 
Gods holy Spirit, it is cerraine , they are alwayes; 


make no queſtion , but that God heates it; and 
will doe the thing, obſerving the Cautions that 
wee have given you heretofore, that is; for the 
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meanes, the manner, the time, and the meaſure : 
for it cannot be, but that when the heart is inlar- 
ged by Gop s owne Spirit, and the prayer is an 
expreſſion of holy deſires, the Lox alwa 
heares, That place isclearefor it, Rom. 8. 27,that 
| He knowes the meaning of the ſpirit : thats , he ſo 
knowes it, that hee hearkeneth to it, that he al- 
wayes accepts of it: and therefore, when you 
come in ſuch a caſe, at any time, that your hearts 
are inlarged in a ſpeciall manner: Marke, I fay , 
when your hearts are inlarged in a ſpeciall man- 
ner, and that, with holy deſires, certainely, then 
Go p meanes to grant our requeſts: hee would 
not ſend his ſpirit to bee an interceſſor in your 
hearts, if hee did not meane to doe it: for, on the 
contrary, he withholds his ſpirit , he gives us not 
| that inlargement of heart. Onely this diſtinction 
muſt be carefully remembred you may be ſome- 
time very earneſt, (the patent may be very car- 
neſt for his child, as David was for his, and Moſes 
for ought wee ſee , was carneſt to have gone into 
the land of Canaan, they were things that they 
deſired) and yet that may be an expreſſion of na- 

turall defires, In which caſe a man may bee very 
earneſt, and yet hee cannot build upon it, to ſay, 
my heart is much inlarged in prayer , and there- 
fore I ſhall be heard. 

Bur obſerve this, when the heart is inlarged 
[with holy deſires, and that ina ſpeciall manner, 
ſomewhat more than ordinary, as that, you ſee, 
it is the worke of the ſpirit of Goo, f 


your heart, d it wide, ſtrengthening an 


— 


| 


3 inlarging 1 


Rom. 8. 37. | 


When God 
will grant our 
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[ inlarging it, and ſharpening grace and holineſfe 
| in you, in thoſe requeſts you put up to Godin this 
cale, build upon it, for you may be ſure your pray- 

ers are heard from that ground wee even now 
gave you, He knowes the meaning of the ſpirit. So 
much ſhall ſerve for thoſe Caſes of Conſcience 

- in this ſpirituall duty ofcalling upon God. | 
Qualifieati- Now thelaſt thing wee propounded was this: 
ons or condi- | What the qualification is that is required in our 
tiomerequired prayers: for ſince we have ſaid ſo much of pray- 
in chat prayer Prayers 

chat ſhall bee er, ĩt is a neceſſary thing that wee know what 
| | accepted: conditions are required, that it may bee accep- 
table. 

| x, Caution, And tle ſirſt (we will commend to you, vhich 
Ther the per i the ground, and firſt in order before all the reſt) 
| ſon beright, is, that the perſon be right. The prayer of the righteous 
lam. $.16. | dogh prevaile much, Tames 5. 16. . 

| MF The ground of it is this , a man muſt firſt have 
ann | Chriſt before he can have any N elſe, He hath 

— before given us all things elſe with Chriſt: It wee have all 
vehaveanry things elſe, if we have not him, it is nothing ; 4 


hu promiſts (you know) are yea, and Amen, but it is 

in him; ſo that we muſt firſt have him. 
And beſides, the generall Covenant muſt goe 
before the particular : for the ground of all prayer 
is this or chat particular promiſe, but you muſt 
firſt be within the Covenant, you muſt firſt have 
the generall Covenant belonging to you , before 
you can have the particular branches of it; & ther- 
fore a man muſt be within the covenãt, his perſon 
| muſt be firſt righteous, before he be accepred : & 
therfore let none deceive himſelfe in this _ - 
thinke 


| 


the petitions; for ev 
| —— to à prayer; 


ꝶ6— — 


Tr are 


| chinke rhus with himſelfe , he hopes his hearr is 


ſincere, and his prayers right, and his ends are 
good, for though all this were true, yet if his per. 
ſon be not right, Gov it not. You know 
the blood ot a ſheepe , and the blood of a ſwine , 
they are both alike it may be , the blood ofthe 
ſwine is better than the other; yet the blood of 
the ſwine was not to be offered, becauſe it was 
the blood of a ſwine. So in this caſe, the prayer of 
an enerate man may be — well — 
thing that is required im- 

t the — whence 
it comes, the perſon , from whence it proceeds , 
that is ic that makes the difference: let this there- 
fore be chiefly obſerved, that the perſon be right. 
And therefore you ſhall finde Pſal. 4. 3. David 
makes that the ground , why his prayers ſhould 


be heard: ſaith he, Be yee ſure that God hath choſen 
for bimſelfe the gedly man : And when 1 call upon him 


I ſball be heard. For that is the ground hee 
takes to himſelſe, why he ſhall be heard, becauſe 
God hath choſen to himſclte the godly man, As if 
he ſhould ſay , I am of the number ofthe godly , 
and therfore you that are my enemies, and thinke 
to prevaile againſt me, I teare you not, for I pray 
to a God that will defend me; I am a godly man, 
and upon that ground I beleeve that my prayer 
is heard, Beloved, otherwiſe though wee pray, 
and pray hard, yet our ſinnes cry lowder than 


make a greater noiſe than they tor the noiſe that 


our prayers , they, cry downe our prayers , they | 


Pal, 4 3. 


our ſinnes make is like the noiſe of a Thunder, 
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et 


I Simile, 


ginne their 
Prayers with 


5 | 1 Tim, 2. 8. 


humiliation. - 


when the noiſe of our prayers is but likethe crack- 


| ing of thornes , which cannot be heard for the 


noiſe that ſinne makes in the cares.of the Lord. 
Thus it is, in this caſe, when we come before God 
in our ſinnes hen a man comes into his preſence 
in his unregeneracy. 

But this is not all, for certaine it is a man that 
is within the Covenant, may have a particular 
ſinne, (as you heard heretofore) that may inter- 


ſo that, that ſinne muſt be removed, before his 
prayers can be heard. It is true, The Sonne abides 
in the houſe for ever, but yet the ſonne may commit 
ſuch an offence, that his father may uſe him as a 
ſervant, hee may deny his requeſts, and refuſe 
them, hen hee comes to ſeeke any thing at his 
hands. And therefore, there muſt be a particular 


muſt be removed, and done away, that ſtands in 
the way. This was the method the Saints alwayes 
have kept in calling upon Gd: See it in Daniel, 
and Ezra, all of them, forthe moſt part, when 
they make anycompleat prayer,we ſee, ſtill they 
begin with humiliation, andconfeſſion of ſinnes.. 
And the reaſon of it is, that their perſons might 
bee cleare and innocent, that thoſe ſinnes might 
bee removed , which would ſtand in their way; 
and this likewiſe is a ground of that 1 Tim. 2. 8. 
Faith the Apoſtle there, J wil, that prayers bee 
made in ee yon lift up pure hand without 
wrath and doubting : The meaning is this, not 


one that a man bee within the Covenant —. 
that 


8 


cept his prayers, and that may hinder the bleſſing: 


reconciliation, a particular repentance, that ſinne 


offering, 
and goe and make peace with thy brother. So likewile 
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that he be cleanſed from all particular ſinnes, that 
might cleave to him, and hang upon him. As 
for example, hen thou wouldeſt be accepted of 
Goa, if there do any particular ſinne hang on hee, 
that muſt bee removed by — y repen- 

tance, And beſides that, ſee what the Scripture 
takes notice of , when a man comes to pray , his 
heart muſt be cleanſed from pride, (for God reſets 
the proud) his heart muſt bee brought to an hum- 
ble diſpoſition , likewiſe it muſt be cleanſed from 
wrath , hee mult lift ap pure hands without wrath ;, 
which is oft required; Marh.5.Leaverhine 


| 


from unthankeſulneſſe; our prayers are not ac- 
cepted, except we be thankfull for mercies recei- 
ved, The like wee may ſay of every particular 
ſinne; we muſt bee carefull to cleanſe our ſelves | 
from all ſinfull luſts, and corrupt affeRions , that 


they have not dominĩon in our hearts; but that 
wee lift up pure hearts, and innocent hands, And | 
this is the firſt thing that is required, that the 
perſon bee right; that is, not onely that hee bee 
withinthe Covenant, but like wiſe that thoſe par- 
ticular ſinnes be removed, that may be an impe- 
diment to his prayers. 

The ſecond thing required is Faith; Lift wp 
pure hands without wrath and doubting. You know 
that in James, Let him that wanteth wiſedome aske 


of God, let him aske in faith, and waver not. So that 
though prayer be the key to open Gods treaſures, 


| yet faith is the hand that turnes the key, without 
| which it will doe no good. 
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faith jedged, if youdid not truſt him, when you come 
' | to ſeeke him, if you did not reſt 


 carneſt and forward, and ſometimes giving over 


ee! other is a faith in his promiſe. 


Now the Lord requires ſaith, partly, for his 
owne ſake , he ſhould nor other te 2 


upon him. Be- 
ſides he ſhould loſe his glory; for in this we glo- 
rify him when wee truſt him, and wee diſhonour 
him when we diſtruſt him ; when we come and 
ſeeke to him, and doe not reſt upon him, wee diſ- 
honour him. 5 

Beſides, in regard of us he requires faith , and 
will pot heare us without it; becauſe, as it is 
lames 1.6, in the ſame place , where faith is re. 
quired, there is good reaſon why it is required; 
for ſaith the Apoſtle there, He char beleeves nos,or 
he that wavers, bee is like a wave of the Sea : that is, 
ſometimes in his prayer he is very carneſt , as a 
wave that ſwells high; ſometimes againe he will 
be nothing at all; yea,ſairhche A is not 
only uneven in the bufine ſſe of prayer, ſometimes. 


againe, off and on, but ſuch a man is unſtable inall 
his wayes; for he that truſts in God, will becare- 
tull, not in prayer only, but to keep all his wayes 
right, but he that truſts him not, wavers in every 
thing: he is (it maybe) diligent in prayer, be will 
looke to his wayes tor a time, but he reſts nor up- 
on 6ed, he reſts upon other things, Hee & like a 
wave, he is not conſtant: and therefore faith is re- 
quired, Now when I ſay faith is required, know 
this, that there is a double faith required : J 

The one is a faith in the providence of God, the 


e 
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d I lay, faith in Gods providense; (which is a | 


thing of much moment, and we are apt to forget 
it.) We ſee it cleerely, pal. 146. Bleſſed is 7s. 8 
truſt inthe Godof Jacob, &r. heaven, and 


earth, and the ſta, who keepes covenant, and merry for 
ever : you Geh —— in the provi- 
dence, He made heauen and earth, the ſea; he is ſuch 
a God, who is able to bring great things to paſſe, 
for he made heaven and earth: and is he not able 
to doe any thing beſides? 

Scecondly, there muſt be a faith in his promiſes, 
which is expreſſed in the next words, H Heepeth 
Covenakt for ever, So likewiſe to expreſſt the de- 
fe of it: You ſee when Martha and Mary came 
to Chriſto raiſe Lazarw , they belceved he was 
ready — to doe it, (there was faith in his 

willingneſſe) but they wanted faith in his provi- 
dence, for art ha comes to him, and tells him, 
Lord , ſaith ſhee, Nee hath beene in the grave foure 
es? as if hee had ſaid, ſurely now ir catinut be 
done, if thou hadſtcome ſooner, it might have 

beene brought to paſſe:ſo ſne beleeved him to be 
willing bur there wanted faith inthe providenee, | 
Againe, as here faith in the providence was 
wanting ; ſo we ſec,inthe Leper, there was faith |. 
| in the providence, (it may be, the other was wan. 
ting, but that is not expreſſed , it is more proba- 
ble hee had both) Lord, if thou wilt, thoucanſi 
— whole Here was an evidence of faith in 

the providence , he acknowledgeth his power , i 
then wilt, thow canſt make — ; MT 
Cant r did fulfill his deſire, it is likely 2 | 
| | aith 
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The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


| 
| How faithmay 


14 


| VVe doubt of 
I Gods willing- 
nes more than 
of his power 
to grant our 


requeſts. 


be ſirength· 


| ned in ayer. 
1 
Attributes, 
| which are of 


From 5 


two ſorts: 
1 Abſolute. 


£0 you; and whatſoever on aske , if it be accordin 
n ſball — : 


| open it toyoualictle , and ſhew you the way of 

maki 
upon him. & — — faith from them 
I Iuflice. . 


faith in the promiſe too; ſo, I ſay, there muſt be 
a faith, firſt , in the providence; ſecondly, there 
muſt bee a faith alſo in the promiſe of Gos: you 
have ground enough for that, you have his ſure 
word tor it, he hath ſaid, Ante and youſhaf have, 
ſeeke and yee ſball finde, knock and it ſhall bee opened 


ne to vou. So that is the thing 
wee are chiefly to looke unto, to conſider this 
faithin Gods promiſe; for men are ready to ſay , 
I doubt not but God is able, but all the queſtion is, 
whether he be willing or no. And therefore, if we 
will have our prayers ſtrong, and prevalent, wee 
muſt be carefull to ſtrengthen our faith in his pro- 
miſe: for, as that is ſtrong, ſo our prayers do more 
prevaile with G o v. It is a matter of much mo- 
ment, and therefore we will ſhew briefly how 
your faith may be ſtrengthened, and likewiſe how 
you may know it. | 
Firſt , you ſhall ſtrengthen your faith, if you 
confider the nature of G 0D. Beloved , this is a 
great cauſe why wee beleeve not the. promiſe of 
God, and his readineſſe to helpe us in difficult ca- 
ſes , becauſe wee ere Ignorant of the nature of 
G 0», of the Attributes of G o p; or at leaſt, we 
do not conſider them. For example, (that I may 


uſe of the Attributes of God , in — | 


conſider, firſt, the Juſtice of Cod, (I will give you 
exam les, how the — have ſtill fr Arts 

their faith from GodrAttribures)Davidulcthchis 
cart 


— — 1 
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Argument, Lord, bon art Iuſt, / am Innocem: when 
bee telleth God of his Iuſtice, and withall expreſ- 
ſeth his one Innocencie, it is a ſtrong Argi 
ment. David, you ſee, uſeth it oft, (I need not to 
name particulars) Lord, remard me accondingto mine 
Innocencie, & e. thou knoweft I am righteous , and 
mine enemies have done mee thus and thus much 
wrong, and thou art juſt : Gad cannot deny this; 
for it is a ſtrong Argument, that is taken from 
ſuch an Attribute. | | 

So againe , the goodneſſe of God; Lord, tbon art 
full of mercie; on the other ſide , / am full of miſe- 
rie and whentheſe are put together, it is a great 
meanes to ſtrengthen our faith. And therefore, 
wee ſee, David often expreſſetk his owne ca: 
lamity, his diſeaſe, how | 
enemies, and ſlandered, &c. and Gods mercie , 
(that is the ound of it,) Sd wr full of compaſſion : 
as if he ſhould ſay, thou art full of goodnefle,and 
Tam in calamity, and miſerie, at this time: and 
| Ber — an Argument whereby he ſtrengthened 

is faith. | 


glory hen wee make the Argument thus, Lord, 
thou haſt an eye to thy glory, and I aime at thy 
| glory In ſuch a requeſt , it is a ſtrong prevailing 
rgument with him. You know , Moſes prevai- 

wich him, when he ſought the ſaving of the 
hole people of Iſpael, Lord, ſaith he, thy name 
vill be —— heathen ſagt And ſince 


T aime at thy in it, deny me not. And like» 
wile;Ezehias'; and Biuid, tliey uſe the ſame Ar- 
ralk. . 3 . 


menr 


was oppreſled by 


So againe , another Attribute of God is, his 3. 


2. Mercy. 
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to God, ſbal'the def pre thee 2 ſhall any 
[oy be gientorhe 1 COTE 
a 


le to do any thing for thy honour, when wee 
are dead? So that the Arguments that are taken 
from Sd glory, and our aime at his glory, is ano- 
cher meanes to ſtrengthen our faith, 

Moreover, the power of Go o, that is another 
Attribute, whereby wee may conceive the ſame 
Argument, (as I faidbetore, ) when wee goe to 
God, and expreſſe our weakeneſle,and his power, 
Lord, we ate weake, we are able to doe nothing; 
Lord, thou art Almighty, thou mad ſt heaven and 
earth, it is a ſtrong argument to prevaile with 
him, So, we ſce , Aſa prevailed with Cod, 2 chr. 
14. Oh Lord, ſaith he, it is all one with thee to belpe 
with many, or few , and we reſt upon thee: asithe 
ſhould ſay; We ate exceeding few, we are excee- 


few, as well as with a great 
multitude, there he puts them together. And the 
like we have of Jebeſaphat, Lord, we have no flrength 
to fland before our enemies, but dur eyes are tothee : 
As ifhe ſhauld ſay,rhou haſt ſtrength and power 
enough, thou art able to doe it, though we are un- 
able. This is another Argument taken from the 


leneſſẽ of God. When 


| weake,meareablero dog nothing, but thou | 
att able to do it, with a | 


to him. 
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it is in your Law ſuites, when you have a preſi- 
dent, it addes 
have preſidents for this, it will adde ſtrength to 
us, and that h is taken from Gods unchan- 
geableneſſe: if we put them together, Lord, thou 
art unchangeable, Lord, thou haſt done it to other 
men in the like caſe; thou haſt done it to me alſo 
in the like caſe : It is a ſtrong Argument, and an 
Argument that Daviduſeth ; you ſee how hee is 
ſtayed up by it, Yſal. 22.4. Lord, our fathers truſted 
in thee, and were delivered, they ref in thee, and 
were not confounded. As if he ſhould ſay, Lord, thou 
art le, thou heardeſt them in the ſame 
caſe when they truſted in thee; now, it is my caſe, 


diſtreſſe. 
Againe, the fed of God, the fidelity of 
* — 


wee make our — — thus, Lord, thou art 
faithful, and I cruſt in thee, it is a Argu- 
ment, for you know, it is an Argument that pro- 
vailes much with men, a man is ready to ſay, hee 
truſts me, I muſt not deceive him: Much more the 
Lord. keepes Covenant, and mercy for ever. 
When wee come, and uſe this ro him, Lord, thou 
artfairhfull , thou haſt ſaid; thou wilt keepe Co- 
a and mercy for ever, thou canſt not doe o- 
| it is thy nature, thou canſt not deny oy 
ſelte,and I reſt onthee, I depend on thee; in ſuc 

a eaſe, it cannot bee the Lord ſhonld faile us: 


certainely 


meancs oo ſtrengthen our faith, As you kfow , 


to the cauſe, ſowhen we | 


and therefore I be{cech thee to helpe mee in my 


Ia man will not falle one that truſts in him, 


Pfal. 23. 4. 


6 Faithful. 
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- Arguments in 
prayer ſtreng- 
5 — 4 


truſt thee. 5 


thou art a Father, thou art a Maſter, thou art an 


2 


certamelyrhe Tori will not; andthatis an Argu- 
ment that is uſed oft, thou never faileſt them that 
Then beſides the abſolute Attributes of God, 
conſider his relative Attributes he is a Farher;and 


from theſe. If we goe to the Lord, and ſay, Lord, 


husband; Whither ſhould the thildren goo, but 
to their father? Whither ſnould the wife goe, but 
to her Husband > Whither ſhould the ſervants 
goe, but to their Maſter , to their Lord ? Lord, 
thou haſt commanded us to provide for our 


owne, and He i than an Infidel that prowides 
not for bis owne : Lord, we belong to thee, we are 
thine, Wee ſee, David uſeth this Argument, that 
Gop- had made him. Vou have it oft in the ſalmes, 
that d i | Creature, 
but had made him againe , hee was his fervanr , 
1 am thy ſervant e hee uſeth oft this Relative; 
that G o p was h Go p; and that he was Gods 
ſervant , doe ther did belong to him, and: that 
did depend upen him. And ſurely (my Beloved)! 
dependance, and ſeeking to as is a great meanes 
to winne him to us. When wee ſee another de- 
pend upon us, and lookes after nobody elſe, that 
— — 
revalent with God an e may ſtre 7 
— faith. Now , when I fay theſe A 
prevaile with Go, the meaning is i that 
they prevaile with us, they ſtrengthen our faith, 


|a Maſter : it is a ſtrong Argument that is taken 


ey enable us to beſt eue, that Gos is ready to 
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pe us, and when wee beleeve it, 
im, then indeed Gov is ready to ſecond 
it; becauſe then we are prepared , wee can then 
Ms Bey ave purup wit Cadeing, cd 
are put up w t 
makes chem — le to Gov, and uneffe- 
ctuall. And now, as I have ſhewed you the way, 
ſo likewiſe in a word, we will ſhew you when we 
doe pray in faith , (for that is a thing that is very 
uſcfull)you ſhall know it by this; (for I adde that, 
becauſe I ſee the Scri requires it, as ſuch a 
— — — 
accepted, Bee it done to thee according to thy fai 
it is evory where inculcated) you oy fe. 


rity. When a man cals upon Go, and his 
de is quiet in it, it is a ſigne that heheloeycs, 


you know, in that caſe, looked — be- 
cauſc ſheetruſtedin cod hes beleeved the thing 
— yo pa —— — if 
ou find ſolicitade and perplexity in your 
0 ” 22 ou prayers wane ommch faih; | 
or it you did reſt upop Ged, you would be quiet 
and ſecure in — 23 N 
Secondly, if you doe beleeve, you will conti- 
nue in prayer. You know, it was an a of 
the faith of the woman of Capaas,thar ſhe conti- 
nued, that ſhe would take nodemiall;though the 
Lord did not grant her requeſt, but put her off, yet 
ſhe held out: & hat was the reaſon of itebecauſe 


lay,by the quietneſſe of your minde, and your ſe- | 


ſhe beleeved that he was the ſan of David,thathe | 


I was 


and cruſts in him. je Pe. Hawab , aa. 


— * 


Wi 


0 T 
* 

| A 
1 


* 9 


2 merciful,and chat he would heare i in wthe end. 


| 


in | hath preſcribed,andno other, is a great argument 
. And chus wee hav 


in 
prayer; firſt, that the — — —— 
and 


So that continuance in prayer, is an argument 
we doe beleeve the Lord. As a man that belceves, 
ſuch a man is within the houſe whom hee de- 
ſires to ſpeake with, is content to wait long for 
him: Or hee, that hath a ſuit, and knowes that 
hee ſhall have an end of it at ſuch a time, he will 
never give over till it bee effected: So it is in this 
caſe,it we beleeve wee will be content to wait; e 
that beleeves will not make haſte , becauſe he truſts 
in Gop , and depends upon bim. 

Laſtiy, diligent uſe of thoſe meanes that Ged 


that our prayer is with faith. 
ſhewed — the two things 


within the Covenant: ſecondly , that 
thete God as 
alſo how this faith is wro ht, bot 
in his —— and in is pro- | 
miſes; and likewiſe how wee | 
* . prayersbe the pray- | 
ers of faith, -' 


or no. 
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ſeron worke, and the more fervent the prayer is, 
de mers che are ended, the more they ire 
© © [ated the more they are increaſed ere. 


| 


remper; 


fitted to receive the mercy , tharbefore we were | 


not. When a man is fervent in prayer, it ſets all 
the s of his foule the right way, it puts the 


b a poly and oo | and 

tlie Lo we —— 
mercy ſuch a man, that before was unfit, by 
realon of his untowardneſſe, and ſtubborneſſe of 


heart, by reaſon of that uncleane and unholy dif- 


poſition that heſaw in him, And cherefbre hee 


will have prayer fervent; not ſo much becanferhe 
very ferodcy of prayer it ſelſè is reſpected, butbe- 
cauſe by vertue of that feryency the heart is made 
better: when a man cames to Nod with a requeſt, 
like the tequeſt of the patient᷑ to the Phyſitian, it 
may bee the i ies long , — 
tient askes things that are pleaſant and agreeable 
to him, not becauſe he is unwilling to give them, 


but becauſe his body muſt bee broughit into ano- 


ther temper , hee muſt rake a vomit, or a purge, 


which perhaps is grievous to the Patient, but this 


{ muſt be done before he bee fit to receive ſuch cor- 


Cials:ſd the Lord deales with his 


dee dee willing todeftowſuch mercies on them, 
yer, dernuſe they are not fitted, he 
kintianer in prayer, andfervenciein it. Therefore, | - 


weſay, in prayer all the graces of Gods Spirit are 


fore the Lord is moved by this ferveticy , to be- 
ſtow a mirc; on what orberwiſchre row 
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Lord, wreſtling wi 
and giving him noreft , wherein theſe two things 
are tobe marked: 

Firſt, a man is ſaid then to be — when he 

ts all his ſtrength to prayer, when he is 
— ,and — with the Lerd, — 
hee ſtrives and contends with him, thougl hee 
ſinde many difficulties, and i iments, yet he 
breakes through all, chis is to be fervent in pray- 
er, tobe importunate with the Lord. For exam- 


ple, when a man comes to pray , hee findes many 
diſcour nts , and himſelfe (perhaps) gailty 
of many „yea, he findes little holinefle, he 


hath but feeble taich tohis owne ſenſe, and much 
deadneſſe of ſpirir, yet hee @ntinues inſtant not- 


withſtanding , nay , further hee doth not onely 
finde theſe impediments in himſelfe, but hee 
findes the Loyd exceeding back ward to the thing, 


either giving no anſwer , turning the deafe care 
to him, or (it may be) giving a contrary anſwer, 
as tothe Y) man of Canan. But to give youa par- 
ticular example; when a man comes to pray for 
health, it may be his ſicknes increaſeth upon him 
more, when he prayes to overcome ſuch a luſt ot 
temptation , it may be, it is doubled upon him; 
when hee prayes for ſuch a deliverance, it may 
— — mote; as it 
ae * [ , when t for de- 
3 


| "Bur now all the queſtionis , what this fervne. | E. 
cic is | 
You ſhall find ituſually expreſſed inthe Scrĩip- 4. 
tures by ſuch — 17 as theſe, Crying to che |, a man 
ich the Lord 5 ſtriving with him, is ſaid to bee 


fervent, 


Mar, 15. 


— ————s 


4 4 * 3 


4 N 
. - 
tt... Ms. 1 % 
* 


1 


* 


- 


= vor . 


— 4 a — 


2 Nee 


. F 


N 
When we are 


 Cantions a- 
i bout fervency. 


1 


That it be a 
fruit of faith. 
Si mile. 


| 


verance out of 8 5 the op —— grew grea- 
ter: now to hol — ſtanding this, and 
to continue in prayer, and to outwraſtle God in it, 
though he ſeeme backward to the requeſt; this is 


to be fervent in prayer. 


Secondly, fervency is not onely loud praying, 
but continuall knock ing, when a man is not cs 
importunate with the Lord, but hee continues 
long, hee will not give over, till he have got the 
bl . You know, Iacobs fervencie was ſcene in 


He would not let bim goe , till be had got the bleſſing , 
till he had obtained che thing he ſought for. So 1 
ſay, this earneſtneſſe, & continuance in prayer, the 
breaking through all difficulties, this is to wreſtle 
with the Lord: for all wreſtling and ſtriving (you 
know) ſup ton-an the other 
part. Indeed, if them were no oppoſition, it were 
a ſmall thing; but, I ſay , when the Lord is moſt 
backward , when the thing is moſt improbable, 
when there is much difficultie , ſo that you know 
not how it ſhould be brought to paſſe, yet if you 
continue ſtriving , and give the Lord no reſt , as 


though you would never give over; this is ferven- 


ey in prayer, and this is a condition that the Lord 


requires. But here two Cautions muſt be remem- 


bred, that we miſtake not this fervency : / 
- Firſt , (remember) fervencie, if it be right, it 
muſt be a fruit of faith: for there is a —— 


that comes not from faith, but from a 
ſenſe of wang, when a man is indeyd as a fine 


—” 


— 4 


e. f 


thar, that he continued all night, He wreſtled with | 
the Lord. What was the reaſon that he wreſtled > | 
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that is pinched, which, you know, will cry excee- 
ding loud, not becauſe irlookes for helpe,but be- 
cauſe it is pinched:ſo any other creature, ot a man 
naturally will uſe importunity, when he wants a- 
ny thing, and will be earneſt in his requeſts; ſuch 
fervency the Lord regards not, becauſe there is no 


more but a meere expreſſion ot naturall deſires, 


there is no holineſſe in it, there is no fire of the 
Spirit, but when this is added toit, that there is 
not onely a ſenſe of the thing wee want, but alſo 
a hope of mercie, a ground to beleeve that Iſhall 


have the thing granted, and out of this ground I 
am earneſt and importunate; now earneſtneſſe is 


a fruit of faith. When Teſus Chriſt lived upon 
earth, when men came and cried earneſtly unto 
him, and were exceeding importunate; ſome to 
bee healed of their diſeaſes, ſome to have devils 
caſt out, ſee his anſwer was ſtill to them, 
Be it to how?) not according to their im- 
portunity , but according to their 
faith: as if hee ſhould ſay, I heed not, I regard 
not all thisclamour and earneſtneſſe, if they bee 
onely expreſſions of ſuch wants, if they bee onely 
in the ſenſe of ſuch need, and no more; but if 
they proceed from faith, and that faith ſet you 
on worke to call upon mee, Bee it wnto thee accor- 
ding to that. For indeed, theſe two things make 


up fervency in prayer; ſenſt need , and hope of 


mercie , when a man hath faith. and hope to in- 
creaſe his fervencie, and it ariſeth from that 
ound, as well as out of the other, (not that I 


Exclude the ocher)or iis a very great helpe and 
I 4 that 


cy is afruit of | 
ih, | 
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that which puts ſtickes on the fite (as it were) to 
make our fervency the more) I ſay, from ſenſe of 
our need, when wee conſider ſeriouſly what want 
wee have, and then adde this hope, and faith; 
when theſe two ſhall ſet you on worke, this fer- 
vency is a fruit of faith. And this is one caution 
that muſt be remembred. 

Another Caution is this, that your fervency 
be joyned with — for a man may be fer- 
vent to obtaine ſuch fuch bleſſings, as he may 
begge at at G o »# hand very earneſtly , he ma 
aske credit, he may aske to have guidance in — 
a buſineſſe, he may aske wiſedome to — ſuch 
an enterpriſe to paſſe, hee may aske health, and 
continuance of life, but to what end ? if it be that 
| he may beſtow ir upon his luſts, it it bee that hee 
may live more deliciouſly, that hee may be ſome 

more inthe world, chat hee 
word conveniences , ſuch as his res, if 
this bee all , here this fervencie is ; 
not that theſe things are excluded , for the Lord 
gives us leave to ſecke our oe comforts , and 
you may be earneſt, and importunate, even for 
the comfort it ſelfe ; but yet all theſe, if they bee 
not capable of a further uſe , if that be not inten- 
ded , but the abuſe of them, and an intent to uſe 
them another way, the L o nv heeds it not, it is 
no true fervencie. And therefore in Ram. 12. 17. 
it is the exhortatin of the Apoſtle, e ſtrvent in 
ſpiris, ſerving the Lord ; when wee many times (it 
may bee are fervent in ſpirit, ſerving our ſelves , 
we are fervent to aske ſuch and fuch requeſts , * 
OT 8s. 


ave out- 
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of ends of our owne as when — able 

iſts, high gifts, to get glory to get wealth 
— hinſclfe, and not to ſervè his maſter, this is to 
aske the talent, not for his maſters aſc, but for his 
one; doe you thinke the Lord will heare ſuch 
prayers ? can you it at his hands? You 
ſhall ſee the contrary practice in the Saints; 
when were earne — on Lord » 
— ill they expreſſe to him, and ſay, 
Lord, wee defire not this for our ſelyes., but for 


1 


| 


thy lo that wee may uſe 
| — — — a. life . 
was in ſickneſſe, and doubted of his re- 


* 


covery — — doth he uſe? Lord, ſaith 
bee, ſhale rheu glory in the grave : Asifhee 


ſhould ſay, if thou give me life, I will give it thee 
—_ I will improve it, and husband it to thy 

V to mine owne.. And fo Han- 
nab, when ſhe was earneſt for a ſonne, ſhe makes 
this promiſe to the Lord, that he ſhall be for him 
and his advantage;ſhe would dedicate him tohis 
uſe , and conſecrate him to his ſervice. So Jacob, 
when hee was earneſt with the Zord to give him 
meat, drinke, and cloathes, &c, Lord, ſaith hee, 
if thou doe, 1 will give the tenth pars to thee againe. 
I fay , when the heart is thus diſpoſed in our fer- 


vencie, in our importunitie, when wee aske 
ching at che Lords h | b our conſcience tell 
us within , that if wee , wee would beſtow: 


ir upon the Lord, wee ot abuſe it, wee 
would not ſpend it on our luſts, it ſhould not bee 
to ſerve aur ſelves , but to ſerve the Lord with. 


| 


all, 


Saints haue u · 
ſed in their 


prayers, 


— —2 —ͤ 


3 
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Condition 

quired in 
pra er is hu- 

3 ty. 

Jam. 4. 

1 Chron, 9.1 4. 


1 y. 66. 2. 


| 


{ 


| 


| 


fare, 


ſpirit : when the Lord lookes u 


all, then our fervency is rightly ordered. 
The next condition required, is humiliey; as 


James 4. The Lord gives grace to the bumble: And. | 


2 chron. 7, 14. If my people humble themſelves, and 
call upon my name, then will I heare in heaven, and 


grant their r throughout the Scrip- 


at this is a condition that the Lord 
to the low e- 
175 6. 2. ſaith the Lord, All theſe things have 


ture, you ſee, that 
puts in every where; Het hath re 


made, looking upon all the creatures, the 


ha 
A , they are all good, and J 


To him will I loste that ij of an humble and contrige 
our prayers, if 


they come not from a broken heart, they want 


that condition that he looks for: for Hegivesgrace | 


to the humble, little in 
his owne eyes, and therefore fit to ed, fir 
to receive a mercy at God hands. 

You know, it is a rule that the Lord keepes, for 


ſuch as are humble and low, ſuch he exalts; and 
choſe that exalt themſelves he puls downe. Now 
when a man is little in his one eyes, that par- 
vity , that ſenſe of his owne ͤunworthineſſe is a 
prevailing argument with him; and therefore 


Gen. 32. Jacob uſeth that Argument, when hee 


comes to put up his petition, to bee delivered 
from Eſau: Lord, I e than all thy mercies;that 


is, take any one of ercies, the leaſt, and put 
it in oeend of the ,& put me in the other 
6—Q6V EGAN, bool 

the 


whole | 
have reſpe& untothem , but, ſaith he, 1 
not all theſe in compariſon of an humble he 


\ A 


—— 


T 


for the leaſt merey. Now , when hee was thus 


ol Iſrael , and a man of no account , of no worth, 


; — — , and my houſe. to make 

— — — of 

e , makes us more fit to 

er de begerabedby — 
naive SER wee put up to the Lord; 


3 ly "> W r 4 A b 
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the worth that is in me, it is not heavie enough 


humbled , and little, and vile in his owne eyes, 
the Lord beſtowed that mercy on him , heewas 
now fit to receive it. So Did, when the Lord 
ſends him word by Nathan, that he would build 
him 4 hoafe for ever, (you ſee how hee expreſſed 
bimſelte) —— went into gg me per 24nd 
ae b im, and ſaid , Lord, what am at 
ns me Ener adde, A wants 
ken our of the duſt, I was one of the meaneſt men 


yet thou haſt had reſpe& unto me thus fare, 
not onely to make me King over thy people , bur 


therefore hee regards the prayer of the hum- 
ble. 

Moreover, God gives grace to the bumble thats, 
he ſhewes favour to , when they come and 
aske any thing at his , becauſe an humble 
man will be ready to wharſoever hee will, ir 


every humble man, hei 
| Lords will, hee is ready 
knowes to bec his pleaſure, 
ching. Now, when a man will doe whatſoever 
| W the Lord will be ready to doe wharſve- 


ver 


0 — 1 — — EAA 


— — 


r 


124 | 


15 28, 


Plal. $1.16,17- 


EEE. oO. . „eee 4 — 
* 


ver he will 2 Tn | 


ä — Oh woman , bee it to thee as 


chew wile. When a man, on the other fide, reſiſts] 


the Lard, (as every proud man doth , ſaichthe 
text)rhe Lord reits him, the Lord reſiſti the proud, 
and gives grace to the humble. A — — cau- 
ſeth the Lord to reſiſt our prayers 

it is, that the Lord is ready to — humble man, 


becauſe hee yeelds to the Lordig all things; and | 


when a man yeelds to the Lord (take that or a 
rule) in obeying Godscommandements, Gd will 


d to us in our petiti ä 
1 rhe Ange, — md bro- 
— — it is an acce facrifice ro 


the Lord, which winnes it at his hands : he ſmells] . 


a ſweet favour from ſuch a ſacrifice above all o- 


ther: yea, it is — po bigh price upon 
eve tharwceofferythe ers, 
— that proceed not from an 


ble heart, he regards them not: as Pſal, 511 Zend, 

. 
1 of 4 cantrite, 4 

thoſe thou regardeft , mi thoſe ſacrifi that 

proceed from it. VV hea! 

tition to the Lord, (i 


— — ii: 

a dote to the Lox v tocome, and dwellin f 

hen . any" = 
ce 


r 
2 * * 
> F- * 
4 
* 


— 
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ficothe Lord is well pleaſed with, and ſuch a — 
| evifice ſpeakes for one, it makes a way for his re- 

queſts, and therefore the Lord hearkens to it. 
Laſtly, the Loyd is ready to heare thoſe that 
{are humble , becluſe whatſoever they receive, 
they take it as vf grace, and not as debt: whereas 
a proud man, a man that hath a good conceit of 
himſelfe, a man that is lift up in his one opini- 
on, thinłes it tobe due, he thinkes there is ſome 
correſpondence betweene his works, and the wa- 
ges. You know what is ſaid of the Phariſee, that 
the P ublican went away juſtified rather than he, Why 
ſo > Becauſe the — thought himſelfe wor- 
thy of And therefore Ezek.36.31r.when 
the Loyd promiſeth thoſe great metcics to his 
people, he ri this condition ofthem , that 
they ſhould ac £ boes worthy to be de- 
read. When ama hath 4 ſenſe of his one 
unworthineiſe, and ſo comes to the Lord, and 
askes it as of meere grace and mercy, that is a 


great motive to prevaile with him: for he is very 
carofull of that. You in Dent. 8, 1 1. how 


wary the Loyd was in this rule to them; 
Take heod when thew into that good Land, 
| rhinhe nor te ſay with Lora hath done this 
for my Te aith he, / have not 
doneae for thay, bur for > which / made 
with Abraham, I ſaur and az for my ot 
name ſake, for i the coventnr: 


thee I confirmed with them — —— 
in Jeſus Chriſt, cherefore I have done und not 
| for your own righteouſheſſe. So then you fee, that 


r 


[ 


—— 


this 


— — . 


W 
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x Tim. 3.8. 


This is a condition the Lord wilt have obſerved in 


our calling upon him, that our hearts be humnbled, 
that a man be little, and vile in his one that 
he come with a broken, and contrite heart, pliable 
to him in all things, ready to obey him; when the 
heart is ſo diſpoled , hee gives grace, that is, 
he ſhewes favour , hee is ready to grant our te- 
ſts. | 
2 be next condition required in prayer, is, that 
wee ſaniifie che Lord in our hearts, You know , 
when Nadab and Abibs drew neere unto him 
with a common fire, (when they ſhould have 
brought ſuch fire as came from heaven, holy fire) 
the Lord deſtroyed them : and he gives this rea- 
ſon; For I will be ſandi ſiad in theſe aw mere to 


| | fe, When wee come to call upon the Lord, wee 


know then wee come neere to him, and in ſuch 
drawing neere, wee mum ſanctiſie him in our 
hearts, that is, we muſt-conceive him to be, as he 
is, moſt holy. Now if the Lord bee moſt holy, if 


mon perſon. And 


he that is uncleane, and impure,and unholy, ſhall 
come neere him, hee not the Lord d, 
(that is) hee comes him ag to a moſt holy 
God, but he lookes u as if he were a com- 


* 


to offer a ſacrifice Law, they were firſt 
purified ; if any and ſhould 
offer a {acri Fas to bee cut off from his 
ple. to ſanctiſie the Lord in our 
— to ith holy hearts, as in the 1 
Tim. 2. g. It is the charge that the Apoſtle 
there, Lift un pure hands without wrath or mg: 


— 
— * 111111 


RY 


„ 


PD e 


(x? 


Ude your hearts, and innocent hands, without 

— or doubting. 

But you will ſay, what is this holineſſe? 
Beloved, ir is nothing but a ſegneſtring, or ſepa- 


rating any thing from a common uſe and appropriatin 

7 alone, that is holineſſe. You — 
ſoeyer was holy to the Lord, in the m_ , Or 
otherwiſe , whether it were holy veſſels , or 
holy men, as the Prieſts , it was ſeparated 
from all other uſes, and made peculiar to him, 
and to his ſervice. Now the heart of a man is ho- 
ly then , when it is withdrawne from all things 
elſe, and peculiar to the Lord alone. As archaſt 
|-wife is to her husband, whoſe affections are be- 
owed upon him, &cno other perſon elſe; ſo when 
the heart is to the Tord alone, when all the affe- 
ctions are intent upon him, and beſtowed upon 
—— to have the heart 
w 


eye upon eredit, upon vaine-glory, upon wealth, 


4 any thin 
— — o that he beſtowes 


ction upon it, which 
this man is an unho- 
for it is not ſeque- 
conſecrated to him 


alone: for that only is 


| 


And as the heart muſt y, moſt the 2 

— — be holy. When a m1 es to the Lend The 7%. 64 
[wit — unto him, an eye upon "= 
him, — i a * 
e by-reſpeR , and worldly , and 12 


carnall 


_— nA. "ww — —_ 


ee 


{ carnall choughts come in: and ſer you on worke t 
| pray, now theſe have a portion & intereſt in your 
| prayers, they make your prayers profane and | 
| common, they are not to the Lord, they 
are unholy. So that is the holines then in ſecking 
the Lord,when we are knit, and wedded to him, 
' | when one takes this reſolution to himſelſe, | am 
the Lords ſervant , and him will I ſerve, I am not 
the ſervantof man, nor of any creature, I am mar- 
tied tothe Lerd, and his will I bee alone, Iwill 
withdraw my heart from all thingselſe, So like- 7 
wiſe when a man —— — 
tem the , nothing ; 
— — his affe ions are car- | 
ried to him, this is to ſeeke to him in holineſſe, 
| this is to ſanctiſie the Lord in our hearts. 


ded from the 
| 


have: 


are not holy. A prieſt, or one chat was holy, if he 
touched apy upcleane thing , hee — 


* 
. 
— 
—ö * 
— * — — — — m4 
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| 


were holy habitually , wholly 
ſervice, ſo it may be with thoſe, that are within 
the Covenant , though thou be a holy man , yer, 


as that remaines , thou art unholy. If thou come 
now and ſceke to the Lord, you know what the 
ement was inthe old law ſuch an one was to 
cut off trom his people le. And therefore , you 
ſhall finde, —— 
x ped whes th ſought the Lord, for any 12 
* 


their owne ſinnes , and the ſinnes of the people: 
as we know, Daniel, and Ezra, and Daviddidin 


their prayers ; but I will not ſtand to inlarge m 
ſelfe ici ell coough knownerto 


exhort every man, when hee commeth with any 
petition to the Lord, let him firſt ex- 
amine his heart and life di ly , looke backe 
toall his former way rand goe through 
me of — ſoe if there bee any thing a- 
be any rinQure of uncleannefle y er 


hg pon eee ig waſhed 5 
t of fle 
al El — lieber it is but labour 
oſt, it is a provoking of t to come with 
unpreparedcſſerodraw im, except he 


by Bayou, How ll ebe led? 


—— 


* „ 


if thou touch pitch, chat is, if thy heart be pollu- 
ted with any ſinne, of one kinde or other, as long 


with 
theirowne cnc { „with — { 


as are converſant in the Scriptures : only let — 


holy, till he was waſhed , n 


to Gods 


| 


* 


e. 


of men ia 
theix prayers. & _ 


eee 


Anſw. 
2 Meanes of 
- cleanſing a 
mans {clte, 

1 


— — 


1 Cor. 6. 9 * 


$.% 
” 4 
— * 
"I—_ _ * 


c 


C6ſciouſneſſe 
4 offina t 
5 aden in 


dur prayers, 


Simile. 


| 
| 


| 


(| 


Ianſwer, you are cleanſed by renewing your 
repentance , and ſi _ the blood of Chriſt : 
when a man humbles himſelfe for his ſinne, and 
entreth into a covenant with God, not to returne 
unto it, when he makes his heart perfect, and ſin- 
cere with the Lord in that particular. | 

And fecondly , when he ſhall withallbeleeve, 
that it is forgiven through Chrift , when hee is 
ſprinkled with his blood to waſh it away: though 
thy ſinne be great, yet this will make thee pure, 
now thou art waſhed ; as it is in the 1 Corin. 6. 9. 
Now you are waſhed, now you are ſantti ſied, now 30 
are juſtified therefore let not a man be diſcoura- 


| ged in this caſe : for, Iconfeſſe, there it nothing 


that gives ſuch a checke to our prayers,that gives 
ſo many ſtabbes to them,(as it were) that hinders 
us in that duty, as the conſciouſneſſe of ſinne, 
when a man rẽmemders metrand ſich a ſinne hee 
hath committed, which doth much diſcourage 
him, if by the blood of Teſus Chrift they bee not 
waſhed away. Though a mans face be very foule, 
yet you know, a baſen of eleere water will waſh it 
cleane , and all the filth is gone; now the blood 
of Chriſt is more effectuall to rinſe thy con- 
ſeience, and to purge it from dead workes, to 
take away, both the gult, and likewiſe the filth 
and ſtaine of ſin, than water is to cleanſe thy face; 
and therefore, if . any ſinne, labour to be 


waſhed-from i t ſo thou maiſt come to the 
Lord, having thy heart ſprinkled from an evill 
conſcience, & thy body waſhed in pure water, as 


1 Heb, 10 21. 


it is Heb. 10. 22. Lot 1 draw neere, ſaith the A- 


poſtle. 


1 
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oſtle, in aſſurance of faith; (but how?) having our 
earts ſprinkled from an evil conſtience eas it hee 
ſhould ſay ,Otherwiſe your drawing neere will be 
rono purpofe, you ſhall but provoke the Lord in 
drawing neere, except you be thus ſprinkled, and 

thus waſhed, and thus purified. 
I, but you will ſay to mee, if this be required , 


ſay his heart is pure, and his hands are innocent? 
and ifthis be required, that wee muſt lift up ny 
and pure hearts, or elle we ſhall not be accepted, 
what comfort (hall wee have in calling upon the 
Lord, at any time? 

To this I anſwer , that tohavea pure heart is 
not to be free from ſin, and from daily failings , 
(for ſoindeede none ſhould have a pure heart) 
but pureneſſe of heart, holineſſe of heart is, to 
have our hearts ſprinkled ui conſcience , 
and to have our bodies waſhed with pure water, (that 


—— 


— 4. 


ture within, that is ſill w 


is,) to be puriſied before the Lord is nothing elſe, 
but to have ſuch an habituall diſpoſition , which 
makes a man ready to waſh himſelfe ſtill, though 
hee bee ſtil}. ſported with ſinne. So that this is 
the diſpoſition of a holy man; if a man that 
drawes neere to the LoD with a pure heart, 
though hee be ſtill ſpotted, and polluted , and 
defiled , yet hee hath an habituall diſpoſition, 
hee hath a principle within, hee hath a new na- 

ing out that impu- 
rity, and waſhing it away 5 ſtill he be op- 


8 aſſaulted, and tempted and ſometimes 


who ſhall bee heard in his prayers ? For wid can 


| 


objes. 


Anſw. 


What it is to | 
have a pure 
heart. 
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| eee and fights againſt it; 
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| as the Ifraelites had a charge never to make peace | 
| | with Amalek : ſuch adiſpoſition is ina holy man, q 
hee never makes peace with any ſinne; though 1 

A holyheat | hee be led captive ſometimes by it, yer he yeelds 1 

| peace with fin. not to that captivity, Tnis is to have a pure heart, h 
though his heart be defiled ſometimes as a vel- * 

ſell will bee foule, yet hee waſheth , and rinſeth | f 

his Mart, he never ſuffers it to continue muddy, \ 


and uncleane, and ina filthy diſpoſition , but hee 
hath a fountaine , a ſpring of grace within, that fe 


will worke out all impurity , as a] ring workes 8 
out mudde ; hee that thus purifies himſelfe ſtill , | 

though the fountaine be muddy, though there * 
be many injections, many temptations, many „ 
luſts and ſinnes, yer, if hee bee purified himſelſe, cl 
that hee will ſuffer no ſinne to mingle with his al 
heart (as it were) to reſt there, and to abide , > 


F and dwell there, to Tye and Ebiitinur chere, ſuch a 
- [Purity what, | man hath a pure heart. We ſay, that is pure, that 
F is full of ir ſelfe, and will have no beterogenea , no 
other thing mingled with ir, ſuch a thiũg is pure, 
as pure oyſe is nothing elſe. but oyle. Now hee 
that hath a pure heart, fs not he t 117 Ta 
| nothing elſe, that hath no ſinne mingled, t 

| 1 Simile. | hath no droſſe mingled with his wine, but hee 
y that ſuffers ĩt not to Teſt there; for as oyle and 
water, when you jumble them togethex, (as you 
know) when the are ſhaken together, they min- 

ies it ſelſe, 


gle the oyleworkes out, and puri 
b will noe ſuffer it ſelfe toabide with the water: 
1 ſoa man that isregenerate , a man that is 
| God,hath a feed remaining infhim,though yay 
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ſip, yet, ſaith the Apoſtle, he cannot ſinne, that is, he | 
doth not agree, he doth not mingle with that fin. 
it hath no reſt in his heart, but he workes it out; 
ina paſſion when hee is ſhaken (as it were) when 
he is tranſported , when he is nothimſelfe, there 
may bee a mixture , and the fountaine , and the 
ſpring may be made muddy, yet let him come to 
himſelfe , ſtill hee works it out: and this it is to 
have a pure heart. So that a man a man thus aſ- 
fected may come with holdneſſe to the throne of 
grace, and not be diſcouraged ; what though thy 

nnes be many, and very great, and often repea- 
tedꝰ yet if thou finde in thy ſelfe ſuch a diſpoſition | 
of pureneſſe and holineſſe, ſtill to clenſe thy ſelfe, 
though thou bee (till polluted and defiled , I can 
aſſure thee,thy heart is pure, thou maiſt go with 
confidence to the throne of grace. | 
But now you will ſay chis to me, (tor that may 
be objected) why > but may not any carnall man 
ſay as mucli, he ſins againſt G ov, and comes and 
askes mercy, hee comes and cries for forgiveneſſe 
and ſaith he will ſinne no more, and yet he ſinnes 


at is, his ſinne and his repentance they runne in 
a eircle as drunkenneſſe and thirſt how ſhall we 
then diſtinguiſh betweene theſe two ? that puri- 

ing diſpoſition in the Saints, and thoſe vani- 

ing purpoſes that carnall men may have , who 
notwithſtanding never had experience of the 
worke of grace, of that puritis of heart that wee 
ſpeake of ? 


Obje8. 


Toca! anſwer brieſſy, you ſhall know the 
| K 3 | 


diffe- 
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Difference be- 
eween the 
zodly and o- 
chers in falling 
— a finne, 


Sinne in a car» 
nal man grow- 
ech ſtronger, 
in a godly 
man weaker, 

: 

j 

| 


| ks leſſen 
; : habits. 


x 
Queſt. 

1; Anſw. 

ow ſin in a 


difference by this, a godly man, when hee falls in- 
to ſinne, and is defiled with ĩt, hee waſheth him- 
ſelfe from day to day; you ſhall find alwayes this, 
| that he Hers ground of the ſinne, of the Juſt which 
| fnanifeſts it ſelfe in any actuall thanſgreſſion ſtill 
it loſerh by it, it gathers not ſtrength, bur loſeth 
| ſtrength; in a carnall man it is quite contrary, his 
| ſinne ſtilkincreaſeth , and intends the habit, and 
the luſt growes ſtronger and ſtronger , is gets 
ground of him, and thoſe good things that hee 
| hath , they are more and more worne out, and ſo 
they grow worſe and worſe from day to day: and 


that is the property of an evill man, of unregene-' 


racy whereſoever, it is apt to grow worſe and 
worſe , and the more falls they have, the more 
ſinne gets ground, and the more they loſe ; but it 
is not ſa with an holy man, the more he falls, the 
more ſtrength he gathers, he Is the more holy by 
it, the more wary, and watchfull over his wayes, 
hee is the more emptied of himſelfe, and drawes 
neerer tothe Loxpy, and is the more inflamed 
with love of him, yea he is ſtrengthened in faith, 
| hn 

and repentance, and inevery grace; ſo that here 
| the rule now holds not true, that A, increaſe 
habits, bit the contrary, As leſſen the habits , 
which is a paradox in Philoſophy , bur here it is 


ſo. 90 
Ifyou aske ho this can be? 
If anſwer, in its one nature every act intends 


ſay, becauſe the grace in him ĩs ſtirr 
: thoſe 
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the habit, as well en a godly man, as another' 
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thole toiles, and {lips , thoſe fals and infirmities, 
to which he is ſubject; I ſay , grace is ſtirred up 
in him more and more, and he receives more vi- 

our and ſtrength thereby, As wee ſay of true va- 
— it is increaſed more by oppoſition ; ſo it 
comes to paſſe , that the more the childe of God 


tan gets leſſe ground; as Hezekiah , when hee fell 
into pride the pride of his heart was leſſened 
more by it after the act, than it was at that time 
when he ſhewed his treaſure to the Ambaſſadour 
of the King of Babel, he knew not before the pride 
of his heart; that ſinne, that fall did manifeſt his 
corruption, which he did not ſee before:for when 
the heart is ſincere, when it is pure, when there is 
a right principle within, grace is ſet more on 
worke to reſiſt ſinne. So David, when hee had 
numbreg the pcople, char made him more hum- 
ble , and therefore the Lord ſhewed him more 
mercie afterwards , than ever he did before, hee 
ſhewed him where the Temple ſhould bee built, 
and uſed him in that worke , whereas hee never 
ſhewcd him fuch mercy, and kindneſſe before: (I 
cannot ſtand to expreſſe particulars) fo it is with 
all Gods children; their hearts are never better, 
nor in a more holy temper, in a more gracious 


And therefore conſider this, that thou be not de. 
ccived , but maiſt diſtinguiſh berweene this fal- 
ling into ſinne, and waſhing your ſelves, and 
that relapſe to which evill men are ſubje;keepe 
that for a rule, that whereſoever there is true 


falls into ſinne, the more grace is intended, Sa. 


diſpoſition feareful to offend, than after their fals. 
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| | Simile. 


Voerxtue gets 


ſtrength by 
wounds. 


Simile. 


race, ſtill it ſtirres it ſelfe more and more , as ic 
Cade: motercſiftance, even as the winde and the 
water, and the ſire doth; you know, the water 
when it findes a ſtop, it growes more violent, and 
ſo alſo the winde; of the ſame nature is grace, 
where it findes a ſtop, or reſiſtance, it growes 
more ſtrong, and intent. The Heathen hada little 
glimpſe of this truth, when they ſaid of vertne, 
chat it growes more freſh and vigorous by being 
wounded, it is true of grace and holineſſe, the 
trueſt vertue, the more it is oppoſed the more it 
growes : even as you ſee in oppoſition in the diſ- 

utes of Schollers,and all kinde of contentions in 
aw, or any thing elſe , the ſtronger the objection 
is, where there is ability inthe party, it produ- 
ccth new motions , and new anſwers , and puts 
them more to it; ſo theſe aſſaults and temptati- 
ons, when there ts crarh uf heart within, it drawes 
out more holineſſe to G ov, and more ſtrength , 
it multiplies the graces of Gd within: ſo that the 
graces receive increaſe, and the more they are 
exerciſed, and intended, ſinnefull luſts decreaſe, 
the minde is more omptied forth, thechaffe that 
is in us, and the drofle is more winnowed out, & 
the heart is more clenſed from it. So much ſhall 
ſervo for this, that whoſoever will come to the 
Lord in prayer, muſt ſanctiſie him in his heart, 
that is, he muſt come with a holy, & with a pure 
heart, Wherewithall we have ſhewed what this 
holineſſe, and pureneſſe is, wherein it conſiſts, and 
likewiſe how the objection is anſwered , that 
might deceiveus, | | 1 
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I muſtadde another, you ſhall find in Phil. 4. 
6. whenſoever you come to make your requeſts 
to the Lord, this is another condition that hee re- 
quires , to bee thankefullfor the mercies you have 
received already: In all _ „ faith hee, ler your 
requeſts be made knowne to the Lord, with thankf- 
| giving : as if hee ſhould ſay , Take heed of this, 
that whenſoever you come to put up any petiti- 
on to the Lord, you forget not the duty of thank- 
ſulneſſe, but ſtill when you come to aske any 
thing that you want, remember that you give 
thankes for that you have. Beloved, this conditi- 
on muſt not bee omitted; you ſee the Lord him- 
ſelfe puts it in very carefully, Let yoar requeſts bee 
made knowne with Prayer, and ſupplication, and with 
cbankſgiving. There is much reaſon why our pe- 
titions, and requeſts ſhould bee accompanied 
with thankſgiving rozhe Z-d + for is it not rea- 
ſon when you come to aske ſomwhat for your 
ſelves, that you ſhould doe that alſo that is acce 


gether to come meerely to aske the thing hee 
wants ? This a man may doe out of love to him- 
ſelfe , out of reſpect to himſelfe, but you muſt re- 
member to doe ſomething that is JSP and 
acceptable to the Lord, And thereſore you ſhall 
finde in the old Law, whenſoever they had any 
ſpeciall tequeſt to the Lord, they were comman- 
ded ſtill to come with peace O ringt, that is, Of- 
ferings, vherin they expreſſed thankfulneſſe, you 
ſhall find this cuſtome ſer down in Levit.& other 
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table to G 00? Will a man ſerve himſelfe alto- 
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thing at the Lords hands, might not come emp y- 
ay; and what ſhouid ws with him? a 
peace offering ; what was that ? thankefulneſſe 
for that peace he had enjoyed, that was a peace 
offering. For peace is a generall word , compre- 
hending all kinde of mercies, for what is our 
health, but the peace of our humours within? 
what is our chearcfulneſſe,and joy, but the peace 
of conſcience within? all the comfort wee have 
in our name and ſtate, it is peace in the particu- 
lar, &c. So I ſay, whenloever thou commeſt with 
a petition , forget not to come wich a peace offe- 


ring, that is, forget not to come with thankeſgi- 
ving to the Lord, for that which thou haſt re- 
ceived , doe ſomewhat that is le to him, 


as well as ſeeke for that which is uſefull for thy 
— — , — is — — — ; 74 
cauſe ;ifa man be paring on his wants ſtil it 
be in his mind when he comes to call upon Cd, it 
will indiſpoſe him for ſpirituall performance, it 
will beget murmuring, and ſowreneſſe, & diſcon- 
tent, it will imbitter his ſpirit, But when as a man 


remembers many mercies that he hath received, 


when he makes a cata e of them, and enume- 
rates them, it ſweerens ais ſpirit , it makes him 
more gracious , it acts thoſe graces that are in 
him, it drawes him nearer tothe Lord, it quic- 
kens him, it makes him more contented with his 
condition that he is in: whereas, on the other fide, 
forgerfulneſſe of mercies, when a map is onely 


intent upon his petition to have the thing done 


Simile. | hee breakes many times into that ſullenneſſe of 
e dilpoſition, 
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diſpoſition, that wee finde in children,that when 
they cannot have all thatthey would,they throw 
away that which they have; it like manner it is 
our fault many times, hen we come and ſeeke to 
the Lord for any thing that we have need, wee are 
ſo intent upon it, that we forget all the mercies we 
have received, as it they were nothing: the Lord 
would not have it ſo , but will have us remember 
what wee receive, that wee may bee content to 
want, that our hearts may bee brought to pati- 
ence, and contentment, under the croſſe, and to 
want what it ſhall pleaſe him for a time to deny 
us- as Job reaſoneth, faith he, / have receiued good 
from the Lords hands, (it is his anſwer to his wife) 
and ſhall I not receive ill? So, if a good man bee | 
thankefull for mercies, it will make him ready to 
doe ſo, it will make him content with thae pres | 
ſent wane / for Hee lookes to that which hee hath | 
had in hand. When a man ſaith thus with him- 
ſelfe, thus, and thus much good I have received 
at the Lordi hands; what choug I want ſuch a 
thing? What though I bee preſt with ſuchanat- 
fliction, and calamity > I will be content to beare 


it: I ſay, the Lord lookes for this; expoſtulating 
with him and murmuring againſt him, is not ac- 
ceptable to him, but a mecke manner of asking 
things at his hands, hen a man ſo askes, that 
hee is content to bee denied, if his good 
pleaſure be ſo this he accepts. Now, thankſulneſſe 
| for mercie, małes us ready to be ſo affected, tobe 
willing to be denied, to be content to reſigne out 
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mr ar therefore hee will has | 
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thankefulnefſe to goe with it, whenſoever wee 
come to aske any things at his hands. kooke to 
it then, that whenſoever you come to ſeoke the 
Lord, you be thankefull for the mercies you have 
had, remember them, for it is a great meanes to 
prevaile in our requeſts, Thankefulnes is (as it 
were) the incenſe that perfumes your petitions , 
that makes them acceptable, and prevalent with 
the Lord, ſo much the ſooner: Prayer goes up 
without incenſe , when we offer up our petitions 
without thankefulneſſe, becauſe that is a ſacrifice, 
as you know it is called the calves of our — 
ever when you joyne thankefulneſſe with your 
petitions,it is like a ſacrifice mingled with ir, that 
helpes to prevaile with you, 

The next condition is , and it muſt not be for- 
gotten of all the reſt, that wee come to the Lord, 
in the name of leſs Chriſt. This is = thing com- 
monly knowne, you will ſay , who knowes not 
that except wee come in the name of Chri#, no 
petitioncan bee acceptable? Beloved, I ſay to 


you in that caſe, as the Apoſtle Iames ſpeakes , 


James 4. here hee gives this rule, that we ſhould 
ſay, If the Lord wi, we will doe ſuch and ſuch a thing 
to morrow , &c, And when the anſwer would bee 
ready, VVho knowes not this ? ſaith he , if you 
know the will of the Lon v , and doe it not, your 
judgement ſhall bee greater; ſo I ſay , if any doe 
not practiſe this, (and it is a thing wee are excee. 


ding ready — or wee are ready to doe it 


in a formall, a cuſtomary manner, but to 


doe it in good earneſt, as wee ought to doe it, 
1 f nd 


— 


wy _ 


XUM 


ͤ—q— — 


—_— 


| Sue dag Ba 


— 


— ; commonly wee come ſtiort) y on know | 
how great a ſinne it was, in the oldlaw , to offer 
without a Prieſt , inthe 17 of Leviticw it is ſaid , 
if any man b ht his Sacrifice , though it were 
the beſt ſacrifice andthe choiceſt yet, ſaith the 
text, I bee did net bring it to the Prieft , and to the 
Lear, bat ſlay his ſacrifice elſe-where , without a 
Pricffuche manwa guile of lood , and was to be 


off by tlie Prieſt, by excotmunication , and 
ales by his civill M iſtrate, You know, ir 
was Yzziabs fault to offer incenſe when it was 


= roper to the Prieſt only: to doe it. The ſume 
wee eommit hen wee come to rhe Lord, 
and tiene; becutiſe 


wee have „ and 

. fervently a litele while, and our hearts 

andrea pine good —— nd hconts 

ous , therefore wor conclude! that woe ſhall 
bee heard. Ir is tine —.—— 

tale heed of t g to bee heard is; this 


is to offer without Prieſt. You muſt come 
chus tothe Long, and ſay thus unco him, 


n off from lit people : that is ber was do bos ent 


L ow» , I conſeſſe (uotwith all this) J 


am unworthy, I have nothing in mee thou 
—— geen hr e 
1, or rover ſho #ecoptable , but 
thee rake ther at che hands of Canier 
our Hi rag he that iseneyedinee rhe valeghe 
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e ery See 


when a man 
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doe this, with dependanoe upon Chriſt, and 
come boldly in his name, that js to offer a ſacti- 
ficeto him. This wee muſt careſully remember 
and therefore wee ſee an excellent expreſſion of 
it in Levit. 3. where this is made cleate to you, 
that it is not any excellency in the perſon, nor a- 
ny fervency in the prayer, nor any pureneſſe, or 
holineſſe chat is found in him, nothing that 
comes from man, D rope to bee 
acceptable, but. it is the Prieſt: See the place 
from verſ. S. to the 11. You ſhall 


| crifice, but the pogreſt, and the ſmalleſt, andthe 


| meaneſt ſacrifice will prevaile with dad, as well 
asthe richeſt , and the greateſt, What is the rea- 


law was, that he that came to ſacrifice, muſt bri 
* — hut if he, 
was 


Whence I obſerue this, 
neſſe of che ſacrifice, the price, nor the choiſpeſſe 


dor the excelleney of that, h it were a thou- 
99 — and hul- | 
locks , (as youreade of many great lacrifices that 
were offered by the Kings) * tenth part of 
an Epha of fine floure, which was exceedin 

little, chis preyailed ſully as much: whence it is 
evident, that it is not in the excellencie of the ſa- 


finde there the 


leer be Ter Iirh, es the Exif duruft offer 
| | it 


ir, hee makes it acceptable. So in this caſe, let the 
facrifice bee never ſo meane, yet if it bee Chriſt; 
that offers the ſacriſice, if itbe commended to the 
Prieſt, and hee offers it, the Lord will t ĩt. 
You ſhall find that rule, Levit. 5. 1 _— ing. 
aſacrifice, (this caution was given) he muſt put no 
—. to it, neither oyle. Bur ſhould —— 
offered without incenſe > No, you ſhall find in 
Levit. 16. that alwayes, che Prieft when he entred 
into the Holy of Holieſt, he barnt incenſe, that the 
cloud of that incenſe might cover the Mercy. ſtate : 
the meaning is this, that when any man comes to 
offer a prayer tothe Lord, hee can put no incenſe 
te it, the Prieſt onely hee muſt put in meenſe, that 
Ls IssvsCunrs r onely muſt offer the ſacri- 
fice, wherein the Lord ſmells a ſayour of reſt : for 


he wore di for ſinne, and can take no reſt; 
new, when Teſs 
aſavour ofreſt; becauſe it comes from him, in 
whom hee is well pleaſed :{o I ſay, wee muſt bee 
carefull, that we remember we come in the name 
| of Chriſt. | | | 
But, yon will ſay, every mandoth fo, andho 
ſhall we know it > | 
You ſhall know it by this, if you have bold- 
neſſe and confidence , that is an argument that 
— looke not upon your ſelves, but upon Chriſt 
hen a man is ſo exceeding 
doubting, and fearefull, that hee dares not come 


to the throne of. or, if hee doe, yet hee 
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the Loxdex reſſeth kimſelfe in thie — 


Chriſt offers a ſacrifice; he ſmells; 


3 1eſtion, whether he ſhall be heard 
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or bo, this is too much 8 $0 himſelfe "hers, 
che high Prieſt — thou come in his 
name, there is enough tocarry thee out, it will 
breedboldnefle in thee, Kwill breed confidence: 
ifrhoucomein the name of Chriſt , and offer up 
thy prayers through him, it will cauſe thee in e- 
very petition thou putteſt A. , to thinke thy ſelfe 
ſo much beholding to chat thou wile be 
ready to ſay 3 whenſoever an — 
tion is granted thee , I may thanke Teſus © 
for this, When a man, I ſay, ſhall be ſo much put 
upon his ſcore, it wil make him ſo much indebted 
to the Lord Ieſus ſor his ſinne that is remitted, 8 


vens, as the A ſaith , Heh. 9. To make intey.. 

ceſſion for wee, —— » Thad never 

come to have put opaprayertorhe Lord, , or if I 
e 


had, it — 
But you will ſay to mee, If wee be heard for 


Chriſt, then though a manbe finfull, and though 
he have none of the conditions, though 
he have not that holineſſe that is required, if 
Prieſt make him , why may bee not 
hope as well as the moſt holy man? 


his Petition that he hath granted, as that his 
heart ſhall bee more i to cbankftineffe 
when hee is able to confi the benefit of re- q 
den 5 a with himſelfe, If 
Teas Oni tad or che, Thadnothad duch 
an high Prieſt, that — very hea- 
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arcawornings: required, firſt that the per. 
foo' the ſacrifice,be cleane — 
was tobring afacrifice:ſ y ʒ that the 
SI withour blemiſh; he that hachamale, 
aud — ur — — 
quired, that the perſon be righteous, and 
payer be ven avs ied by che help 
of — ——ä— 
Lord. But now, what we ha 
this , that chough the perſon , and the prayer bee 
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tions in it, yet it is not acceptable without the 
Prieſt. And i herafethĩæ ſhould encour 5 
when yon conſider the glorious Go o, his boli: 
neſſe, that diſtance hetweene him and you, 


| finfull you are, and unfit to come and put up your 


ven, whois gone thither, and fitsar the right hand 
| of Majeſty , making interceſſion for you , when 
you conſider there is one high Prieſt, whois able 
to prevaile, not like the Prieſts in the Law, but 


| very Son, who is not entred in through the blood 

of Bulls and Goates, but with his one blood; 
when out of this yon ſhall reccive confidence,and 
come neere him with boldneſſe, this is to male 
Uſe of Chrift, and to offer ſacrifice in him. There 
is no More remaining now, but that when you 
have conſidered all the conditions mentioned, & 
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one that is over the houſe of Cod, one that is his 


ve from Cunrcr is 
thus qualified, and have thoſe forcnoted condi- 


and your ſelves, on the other fide, how vile and | 


requeſts to him, now, when youthi N- 
{diator, of an high Prient ; ng un entred imo hea- 
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ny —. ay will wait now. And this is wr | 
fault, vhen we have prayed, and the thing comes 


not — geo dep ready rogive over, we are | 


illing to waite, Beloved, that is one 
* to bee remembred , wee muſt fo farre 
— — wee et a 

— ill — 
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to paſſe. — — 
or an herbe ,and uſe ee ber gr aciſcaſe, 
once or twice, as — no 
good, —————— 
cine : for, ſaith he, I have tryed it, and ĩt will doe 
11 emer 


to the Lerd, I have prayed 
, of er d it is not gran- 
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| char promiſe; but ſhe made too much haſte , ſhe 
tooke a wrong way to get the bleſſing by lying; 
this was not waiting , buta ſtepping out to ano- 
ther meanes; becauſe they thought prayer and 


would not waite upon Gos, but he would offer 
ſacrifice , this was to make haſte, And ſo it is, 
when a man is diſcouraged; Dawd, when the 
thing was not preſently 
— — 
ſiaying, Ons dey i Faul. 
—— end when wee the 
up our prayers thus, lcarne to naß 
 wehiar are, learne to traſt 
— —— 7 | 
ay 21 

ſhall noe bee denied , 
the thing ſhall ſure. 
ly be granted, 


upon Gop would not doe it. So Sasl | - 


granted, he was ready to | 
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Amiſſe, From prayer. 91 
We pray amifle in three reſpelta. 50 Buſineſſe , wee muſt not be too intent 
Angels. | upon it. Ibid. 
Angels, how they ſpeake to Jod, and C 
ene another, 36. Care, 
Arguments, | Worldly cate hinder: from prayer. 38 
Arguments in prayer of What uſc. 45 Cure in prayer 8 — ' 54 
mall, 


Arguments in prayer ſtrengthen our 
: th. * - 112 ef boly man may make a carnall 


fas 
Arguments ed by the Saints of old, | Pe. 


121 Our hearts being carnall are [oth to 
Armour. come 0 God in prayer, 3 7 1 
Prayer teacheth to uſe the reſt of our | _ Caſe, , 
ſpirnwall armour, 23 na caſes of (onſcience toxehing } © 
Attributes. prayer, 711 
Attributes of God acknowledged in Chaoge, | 
prayer. 1 08 Prayer changeth EIL God but Hd, 44 
Attributes of two ſorta. 7bid. Chiiſt. 
B A man muſt bave Chiilt before God 


n gi ve him any thing elſe. 102 
Prayer , the benefit of its 21 | Our prayers muſt be fired through 

Bleſſings. Chriſt, 140 
| Blefſings beflowed upon condition we Our prayers granted for Chrift, 142 

pray. | 42 | What required of usto come to God 
Bleflings enjoyed without prayer un | in Chiſt, 144 
| Certaines 47' M. Church } 
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Church. 2 
God beſtowes things ov wicked men 

for the good of the Church. 48 
Meanes to cleanſe a mans ſelfe. 130 
Command. 


It is Gods command we ſhould pray 


19.77 
| Communion, 
Communion with God maintained 

by prayer, 13 
Conſcience. 

Conſcience, the breac hes ef it made 

up by prayer. 78 


Conſcience of ſn hinders prayer. 130 
Condition, 
Conditions or qual ficat ions of pray- 
er 7. 102 
Continuance , Continuall, 

Continually to pray, What. 15 
Continuall praying, the benefit Fit. 
71 

Continuance in prayer required. 113 


Continuall praying, a note of ferven- 


. 118 
p K Coſtly, 
we pauli nabe our ſervices to God 
coſt] . 3 3 
Covenant, 


Covenant general before the parti- 
cular, 102 


D. 


Danger. 

Dangers in om«tting prayer 6, * 70 
etre. 

God defers to anſwer us many times. 


60 
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God deferres ro. anſwer us fer foure 
reaſons, 64 
Delay. 
Delayes muſt not be taken for deniall; 
from God. 60 
Deſire, 
Defires when they be god. 
Defires muſt be Fuel to God, 6 
Deſires good , whence they muſt riſe. 
Ibid: 
Deſires vot good, Withont the uſe of 
tanga. 93 
See Outward , ſee Naturall, 
Dyed, 

T he end why Chriſt dyed, 19 
Diſadvantage. 
Diſadvantage that comes by omi ſſion 

of prayer. 27 
Dulneſſe. 
Dulneſſe to prayer two cauſesofit. y 
E 
Equity. 
Equity in performing the duty of 
Prayers 20 
Exalt. : 
in ho they be that Godexalts, 122 
Example, 
Example of the Saints a motive to 
prayer, 20 
Excellency, 
Excellency of man What, 33 
F 
Faith, 
Faith in Gods power and providence, 
the Want of it hinders to prayer. 38 
Faith 
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wed by Gods hy to | for five —_ i 
ant eur 0 64 Friends. | 

Of praying in faith, when We Want 4 How to beo that God and we are 

particular promiſe. friends, 25 

Faith required in prayer What, 99 d G. 
hregabed i K ae 

Faith required in prayer, why. 1 ure n ſed in prayer. 8 

Faith fall. 8 7bid. „ Gifs , 


How to hem we pray in faith, 11 3 | Prayer acknowledgeth Gods gifts. 13 
Faith, fervency a fruit of it, 119 God, 

Faithfulneſſe. God, what moves him to doe n good 
Faithfulneſſe F GO D ſtrengthensn aud cuil. 54 
faith m prayer. 111 Glory, 

Fall, 3 —— what, 
Men of greate grace may 7 | Glory of God ſtrengtheneth * in 
Falls 41. godly and others _ TY # K 7 109 
| 34 Grace, 
Falls of the godly Weaken ſinne: 7 bid, | Grace — bee prayed for in « _ 
T be hearts of Saints beſt after talls, 
135 Grace increaſed and exerciſed 5 


Fervency. prayer. 15 
Fervency required in prayer. 115 | Grace growes by exerciſe. 35 
Fervency Why requiſite. 116 Grace, why men decline in it. 7 
When a man is ſaid tobe fervent. 117 Grace gorven to the humble. 123 
ant ions about fervency. 118 | Who receive all of 'fres grace, 1235 
exvency Whence - Fu, 19 See Fall , 
Greater, | 
The beft way to few us to prayer, 34 | Prayer a greater matter than world. 
Staying for fitnefle after ſinne Com 9 buſineſie. 32. 89 
| mitted, we are more unfits 79 H. 
| Forme, Heard, 
Concernir's praying after a ſet _ 221 krow When our præyeri are 
3 gain a ſet forme, => Heart. _ 
the ſame thing. 2 i not bettered _ 
Py — prayer , thou bal 9 af 
| man be uſed , Jet it is not ſuſſriens | Heartinlsr ped. 2 


M 2 Heart 


— 
— —_ —— or 6— m 4 
_—_ 222 2 — — c —— 


» W BAS 


THE TABLE. 


| Heart muſt bee cleanſed When wee 


Honour that God hat hy prayer. 13 


Humble , Humiliation, 
od deferres to grant our requeſts to 


humble 5. 64 
T he Saints begin their prayers With 
humiliation, why? 104 
Humility requiſite in prayer, 122 
Idleneſſe. 

Idleneſſe, what? 15 

— N 
1 of God increa rayere33 

[ hf 4 — 2 
"| Impediments te prayer 7. 36 
Remedy ag ain ft impediments, 39 
| Incenſe, 

Chriſt puts incenſe to our prayers. 
| 143 

St. 7 Indiipofition. 


Indiſ oſition to prayer. 40. 74 
Indifoofition ameativeto prayer. 75 
Indiſpoficion when it hindeys not. 76 


Infirmities, 


| Inward, 


| 


Infirmities , 


kom the Spirit belpes | 
4 them. 10 


I pray. 105 | Inward un diſadvantaged by neg- 
5 Heart wHſt be bely in prayer, 127 lectiug prayer. 28 
Heart pure What? 131 | Inward ate mper, whence it . 29 

| Hypocrifie, loy. . 

Hypocriſie what? 3t | Joy comes by prayer. 22 
| Hinderance. lIuſtice. 

Time ſpent in prayer is ne linde - Juſtice of God trengthneth faith in 

rance. 32 YaY)ers I 
| Holineſle. e 8 a * 

Holineſſe required in prayer. 126 Key. 

Holineſſe what? 127 | Prayer the key that unloc kes Gods 
Honour, treaſures. 21 


L. 
Little. 


A little meaſure may ſerve as wel | 


as greater, 6 6. 
Fait hfulneſſe in little. 69 
Love. 

Love of Chriſt will mabę ng pray to 
1. 24 


Luſts. 


Luſts, when we pray * ſatiſfie them. 


Ft 
When the naturall affeftion becomes 
A lug, 


52 
How to know Wwe pray for our luſts:þ 


Luther 
. 35 
M. 
Manner. 
Manner of deſiring things. 4 


God grants not prayers in our man- 
ner, 54 
Manner of comming to God. 141 
Meanes, | 

God effects not things by our meanes 
36, 98 

Meanes, 
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Meanes, wee give too with to them. 

x8 
Meznes , the uſe of them. 92 
Meanes muſt be uſed for 4 reaſons. 


93 

We pray to have things in aſe of 
meanes. 94 
Prayer not the onely meanes. fbid: 
| Meanes , three Cautions in uſing 


them. 95 
then wee pray in faith, wee are dili- 
gent inthe uſe of meanes. 114 


Meaſure. 
Meaſure in granting our prayert. 65 
A leſſe mealure of grace may yo 


as Well as greater. 65 
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eos 109 
Miſery. 
'T he miſer y of wicked men. 18 
ä Miſtake. 


If onr prayers be not granted, wee 
miſtake in them. 100 


Name. | 

fle * bee offered i in PY ts 
name, and why. 10, 11 
How to know When wee come to G od 
in our owne Name, 143 

Naturall. 

Naturall 4+ res not excluded in prai- 
ere 51 


Neglect. 

Neglect the cauſe of our 7 
"thoughts. 

Prayer waiſt not bee neglected * 


ey. 
Mercy of cd frengthneth faith in 


How fuse we muſt beleeve the gran. 
99] 
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Objections, 
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Objetions , the removing of them | 
helpes to prayer: 40 
Objeltions againſt prayer 4. 41 
Gang 
Occaſfions,t he variety of ibem hinder 
from prayer: 37 
Outward, | 


Outward things, when the deſire 7 | 


them is good. 
leit of prayer, 
prayer. 47 
p. 


Particular. 


ting particular requeſts, 

Particular /innes muſt bee removed 

When We pray. 104 
Peace, 

An holy man never at peace with 


Outward men diſadvantaged by nl 
23 þ 


Outward things enjoyed Without | 


ſinne. 

All mercies reduced to peace. 

Perſon, | 

Perſon accepted, 103. 145 

See Sinne, 

Powre., 

To pow re out the ſoule What? 

Power, 

Power of God frengtimeth faith in 

prayer. 110 
Practiſe. 

Practiſe of holy men in their prajers 


8 


1324 
138 


1 


great t inn 77 


_— 


| 


THE TABLE. 


——_— —— 


Prayer. 

Prayer what. * 2 

Prayer, of ewo forts, 3 

| Prayer of wicked men howling i. Ibid. 

Prayer, how expreſſed in Scripture. 6 

Prayer vi right What ? 9 
| Prayer, Smotives to it. 19 

Prayer prevalent. 22 


Prayer formal as good as none. 29 
Prayer, when it i rightly performed. 


30 
Prayer, what we muſt doc in it. 31 
115 
Prayer, what makes men ſlight it. 36 
Prayer, which arebeſt. 45 
Prayers, faithfull not loſty 71 
Prayer Why uſed, 8 
Prayer when. graxted, and When not. 
101 
Prieſt. 
How to make »ſe of { brift as a Prieſt. 
145 
Preſence, 
wee are lot h ro come into Gods pre- 
ſence , and Why. „ 
| Pride. 
4 The beart muſt be purged from pride 
eur prayers. 105 
Faith in Gods promiſes required in 
Der. 07 
2 Providence. | 


-| Want of faith in Gods providence 
38 Sinne, how We muſt bee diſpoſed to it. 
7 —— Gedmeybee eſe 80 


hindreth prayer 


our pr 


Faith in Gods providence e re 


Repentance of particular ſinnes when 
We pray. 128 
Sacr ifice. 
Humility an acceptable Sacrifice, 
1 

Sacrifice, what 2 — in it. oy 
Safety, wherein it — 4 23 

Satan. 

Satan binders prayer. 
Short, 39 
5 (antions «bous ſhortneſſe of 
S. 90 

; Sinne. 

Sinnes committ cd binder from pray- 
er. 39 


Purity. 
Purity What, 
Sce Hcait. 

Q 

Quiet. 

When wee pray in faith the minde is | 
quiet. 
R. 


113 
Regenerate. 
Two things in a regenerate man. 9 
Regenerate part apt to prayer: Ibid, 
epent. 


Sinnes committed muff not make ns 


neglect prayer, and Why, 76 
Sinnes increaſe if Wee 2 = | 


Sinnes cry londer than our prayers , | 


in prayers. * 07 


till our perſons be _ 103 
Sinnes 
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Sinnes parricular muſt be re e Oh — time _= in 
| whey we pray. at prayer. 
S ume, the conſcience of it binder? God grants not prayers in aur tas 
prayer. 130 59 
Sincerity, Of ftraitning in time of prayer. 88 
Sincerity in a5 120 Time ſhoula bee allowed for 19. 
ira. ol 1 
Spira his caſe. 6 Time hutbanded well for prayer, | © 
Spirit, | 90 
To ſerve God in Spirit, what, 7 Truſt, 
Spirit not ſtraitned in a ſet forme of | weetruſt not GOD, F wee uſe not 
prayers 2| meancs, 93 
See Infirmity. Wee are readiey to truſt men than 
Strength, God. 98 
We cannot fit our rw to prayer by v. 
eur owne ſtrength. 36 f 
To Valour. 6 
Temptation. True valour, how 1 1251 
Temptation, 4 cauſe of Wandring Voc F 
thoughts. 73 | Vachangeableneſle of "Cad ſtreng- 
Thankfulneſſe. thenetb faith in prayer. 1101 
God requires prayer, that Wee might | Vnfitneſſe. N 
be thankfull. 14 9 * prager, in regard 
Thankfulnes requiſite in prayer. 137 | of unfi 34 
What binders than kfulneſſe. 138 Vaholy, | 
Thoughts. Vnhol y man who? 1274 
| (aſe of Conſcience about wandring Varegenerate. 15 
thoughts. 72 | Vnregenerate men may frame pray- 
Thoughts wandring in prayer, fur | ers as well as others. 103 
cauſes of them. 7bid Vnthankfulueſſe. 1 
Vane thoughts admitted,cauſe Wane, Vathankfulueſſe, the heart muſt bee ||: 
dring in prayer. 73 | purged from, © 1051 
Thoughts mandring, bow to prevent | Voice, - 5 
them. 74 Voice uſed in preyere 84 [* 
Time, Voice, why uſed in in prayer» 6 
Times of prayer , twice 4 day at the | | | 
| traft, 16 W.“ 
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Waiting, 1 
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ũ ang required in prayer. 

Wealneſſ. 
gelle can of — in 
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| I wee muſt gt: alway looke on our 
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we doubt more Whether God hee will 
>: bing, than able. | 208 
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Br ayer required that wee muy wor. 
wache 42 
Fo wor God) what y _ 
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